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Workshop Introduction
The rise in contemporary transnationalism among families in South Korea has been attributed to the
vicissitudes of the global economy, in particular to events in Korea’s recent economic history, such as
the globalization (segyewha) policy, formally adopted by the South Korean government in 1994, the
Asian financial crisis and the ensuing International Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout (Cho 2005). The
contemporary transnational family made its public appearance during this period as the English
language and its associated cultural capital have come to be perceived as essential for entry to
professional occupations and upward mobility within Korea (Lee and Koo 2006; Orellana, Thorne,
Chee and Lam 2001). To understand how South Korean family migration strategies, particularly in
relation to education migration, and their experiences within Canada are shaped by the global social
and economic order, we have been engaged in multiple research projects.
The main goal of this workshop is to situate our understanding of transnational families from South
Korea in Canada within a broader social, historical, political, economic and institutional context. A
second objective is to engage in an intellectual exchange on the most current research and
knowledge on the topic based on different methodologies, and to examine it from multiple
disciplinary angles. A third objective is to develop a research agenda and explore potential
opportunities for international collaboration. Scholars from Canada, New Zealand, the United States,
and South Korea, junior and senior scholars, graduate students, community members, and local
ethnic media comprise our intended audience.
It is important to engage with these audiences to meet the goal of enriching the field of migration
and transnationalism studies more generally. More specifically, we see the benefits of engaging with
the diverse audience as follows:
1.
To consolidate existing and new knowledge in one focused setting. Scholars come from an
array of academic backgrounds including history, economics, sociology, social work, geography,
health and public administration, and methodological orientations. This diversity of academic fields
is indicative of how expansive and interdisciplinary studies of transnationalism have become and the
importance of exchanging knowledge across disciplines.
2.
The research team has consistently engaged with the local Korean community and in various
research centres to transfer academic research into community relevant policy and practice. This
event is a part of this ongoing commitment to the local community and the ethnic media for the
purposes of stimulating wider public discussions and for ensuring our research continues to remain
relevant to those who live the experience.
3.
As leading scholars on transnationalism and/or Korean migration in their respective fields,
workshop participants will have an opportunity to explore questions for future research and
international collaboration with scholars they may otherwise never have the chance to meet.
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Workshop Programme
Day 1 – Thursday, 27 September 2012
8:30 to 9:00am

Light Breakfast, Registration

9:00 to 9:20am

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Naomi Adelson (Associate Dean, Research, Faculty of Liberal Arts and
Professional Studies)
Philip F. Kelly (Director, York Centre for Asian Research)
Ann Kim, Workshop Co‐Chair (Sociology, York University)

9:20 to 10:35am

Session One. Comparative Perspectives on Transnationalism as a Strategy
of Mobility
Chair: Jesook Song (Anthropology, University of Toronto)
1. Reassessing Transnationalism
José Itzigsohn (Sociology, Brown University)
2. All in the Family? Migrants, Nationhood and Care Regimes in East Asia
and North America
Ito Peng (Sociology, University of Toronto)
3. The Challenges of Marriage Migration and Multiculturalism: Policy
Implications for the Philippines and South Korea
Ador Torneo (Public Administration, Konkuk University)

10:35 to 11:00am

Morning Break

11:00 to 12:15pm

Session Two. A Multiplicity of Contexts: Education Migration from South
Korea to North America
Chair: Guida Man (Sociology, York University)
1. South Korea’s Educational Exodus: A Historical Perspective
Michael Seth (History, James Madison University)
2. Determinants of Student Migration as the Leading Indicator of
Immigration
JD Han & Peter Ibbott (Economics, King’s College, University of Western
Ontario)
3. “Education au/in Canada” Welcoming Education Migrants as a New
Nation Building Strategy: A Case Study of Students from South Korea
Marjorie Johnstone & Eunjung Lee (Social Work, University of Toronto)

12:15 to 1:30pm

Lunch
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1:30 to 2:45pm

Session Three. Education Migration, Students and Families
Chair: Peter Ibbott (Economics, King’s College, UWO)
1. Living and Working as Temporary Sojourners: The Mobile Aspirations of
Korean Youth
Jennifer Jihye Chun (Sociology, University of Toronto Scarborough) &
Ju Hui Judy Han (Geography, University of Toronto Scarborough)
2. Understanding Changing Family Structure and Relationships in a
Transnational Era: A Case Study of South Korean Education Migrants
Jeong‐Eui Lee, Sophia Woo & Eunjung Lee (Social Work, University of
Toronto)
3. ‘Kirogi Mothers’ in Canada: Their Lives, Families, and the Ethnic Korean
Community
James Jeong (Sociology, University of Toronto)

2:45 to 3:10pm

Afternoon Break

3:10 to 4:45pm

Session Four. Institutional Bridges: Language and Cultural Organizations
Chair: Jennifer Jihye Chun (Sociology, University of Toronto Scarborough)
1. Transnational Korean Cultural Activities in the New York‐New Jersey
Area
Pyong Gap Min (Sociology, Queen’s College, City University of New York)
2. Regional Pathways: Tracing the Infrastructure of South Korean Student
Mobilities in Asia
Francis Leo Collins (School of Environment, University of Auckland)
3. Ambivalent Calculations in Toronto: The New Economy, the Language
Education Industry, and Early Study Abroad Students
Hyunjung Shin (Education, University of Saskatchewan)
4. Immigrant Entrepreneurship and the Opportunity Structure of
International Education Industry in Toronto
Min Jung Kwak (Geography, York University)

4:45 to 5:00pm

Day One Wrap‐up and Announcements

7:00pm

Dinner – Seoul House (3220 Dufferin Street)
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Day 2 – Friday, 28 September 2012
8:30 to 9:00am

Light Breakfast

9:00 to 10:35am

Session Five. Transmigrants, Health and Well‐Being
Chair: Marianne S. Noh (Arthur Labatt Family School of Nursing, University
of Western Ontario)
1. Discrimination among Korean Immigrants in Toronto: A Comparative
Study of Experiences and Responses
Samuel Noh (Social and Epidemiological Research, CAMH; Psychiatry,
University of Toronto) & Il‐ho Kim (Social and Epidemiological Research,
CAMH)
2. Trajectories of Health and Life Satisfaction in Korean Immigration in
Canada
Il‐ho Kim (Social and Epidemiological Research, CAMH) &
Samuel Noh (Social and Epidemiological Research, CAMH; Psychiatry,
University of Toronto)
3. Health and Mental Health Issues among Transnational Parents in
Canada: 2011 Toronto Korean Family Study ‐ Survey
Wansoo Park (Social Work, University of Windsor)
4. Alcohol Consumption and Abuse for Korean Women Before and After
Immigration to Canada: A Community‐Based Pilot Study
Sung Hyun Yun (Social Work, University of Windsor)

10:35 to 10:45am

Morning Break

10:45 to 12:45pm

Session Six. Future Directions and Opportunities for Collaboration
Chair: Samuel Noh (Social and Epidemiological Research, CAMH; Psychiatry,
University of Toronto) & Ann Kim (Sociology, York University)
Small group points of discussion:
1. What are your thoughts on the future of transnationalism research?
2. Describe your past and current international collaborative experiences.
3. Discuss relevant research centres or groups that you know of that
focus on Korea, Korean Diaspora and/or Korean migration or could
support research in these areas.
4. In which ways might there be opportunities for collaboration?
For example: education and training (faculty or student exchanges,
curriculum development); writing and dissemination (book projects,
workshops or conferences); research (projects, grants).

12:45 to 2:15pm

Lunch

2:15 to 2:30pm

Closing Remarks
Eunjung Lee, Workshop Co‐Chair (Social Work, University of Toronto)
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Descriptions of Program Sessions
1. Comparative Perspectives on Transnationalism as a Strategy of Mobility
Transnational enactments are viewed as a strategy of mobility among transmigrants and their
families (Basch, Glick Shiller and Szanton Blanc 1994). The purpose of this session is to provide a
broader social, economic and political context for understanding transnationalism and to hear about
comparative research that includes South Koreans in different places, and the experiences of other
migrant groups and other countries, particularly of South Korea and its shift to a migrant‐receiving
nation. Key questions to be addressed include: How are transnational enactments in their various
forms used as a strategy of mobility for different groups? Is “strategy” a useful concept for studies of
transnationalism? Who benefits? Who are disadvantaged? What is the role of transnationalism for
achieving broader goals of development? How does contemporary transnationalism differ from the
past? Given past work on transnationalism that situated transnationalism under a world systems and
dependency framework, how do we explain transnational migration from one developed country to
another?
2. A Multiplicity of Contexts: Education Migration from South Korea to North America
Education migration to Canada has significantly increased over the last four decades. Since 2001,
each year Canada has received over 130,000 students from abroad (CIC 2008; 2010). Student
migrants, including their accompanying parents, now account for more than 50 percent of Canada’s
annual quota of legal immigrants and refugees. Furthermore, education migration brings significant
economic benefits to Canada. In the year 2008 alone, education migrant families spent
approximately 5.5 billion dollars to support their education and living costs in Canada (Foreign
Affairs and International Trade Canada, 2009). However, Canada is not alone in its interest in
international students. They are in high demand in many immigrant‐receiving countries. In order to
anticipate future flows of education migrants, it is important to understand education migration in
light of historical antecedents, economic determinants, and state policies and practices. This session
speaks to the multiplicity of contexts that shape student mobilities.
3. Education Migration, Students and Families
Transnationalism for the purpose of education is sustained through kinship ties and through the
pressures and obligations placed on various family members. Orellana et al. (2001) emphasize the
children’s central role in the migration process; Waters (2002; 2010), Lee and Koo (2006), and Jeong
and Belanger (forthcoming) demonstrate that fathers and mothers are equally important to study.
Moreover, family members’ transnational identities are demarcated by their interactions with others
(Song 2012). Through this growing literature we have only begun to learn how foreign students and
their parents negotiate and identify as education migrants and how families contend with their
experiences in Canada and elsewhere. This session examines the phenomenon of education
migration and families with a focus on the experiences of transnational families and their integration
in local communities.
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4. Institutional Bridges: Language and Cultural Organizations
Existing research reveals that transnational families and international students are increasingly re‐
shaping existing Korean communities in places of destination (Kwak 2004; Kwak and Hiebert 2007).
Entrepreneurial activities as well as cultural associations reveal a public face to transnational
identities (Basch et al. 1994). In this session, presenters address institutional transnationalism in the
form of the “export education industry” and cultural associations. In doing so, it explores the role of
organizations in promoting and structuring transnational engagements.
5. Transmigrants, Health and Well‐Being
One of the paradoxes of transnationalism is that transmigrants are often marginalized and racialized,
and struggle to achieve status in places of destination while being successful in securing a higher
class status for their families in places of origin (Basch et al. 1994). While Aye and Guerin (2001)
identify the psychological impact on family members, consequences of the lack of integration in
destination societies on health and well‐being has not been a key concern of studies on
transnationalism. As a result, we explore these connections in this last substantive session of the
workshop. Papers in the session consider how the pressure for social and economic status can affect
emotional, psychological and familial well‐being. Key questions to be addressed include: What is the
association between transnationalism and health for migrants? How do multiple ties and
connections affect people’s relationships and their sense of belonging to and well‐being in different
places? What unique pressures do transnational families face? How do they cope?
6. Future Directions in Research on Transnationalism and Opportunities for International
Collaboration
In this session, participants will share their ideas and insights on future directions about the field, in
general, and thoughts on international collaborations in small groups. Scholars often do not have
the chance to come together more formally to brainstorm about new directions and to share their
thoughts on how to shape future research. This session will be informative for students and junior
scholars in particular who may be formulating their own ideas about how they might contribute to
this field of study.
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Session One. Comparative Perspectives on Transnationalism as a Strategy of Mobility

1.

José Itzigsohn, Professor, Department of Sociology, Brown University

Reassessing Transnationalism
My presentation will analyze and discuss the extent to which the transnational practices of
immigrants are a strategy of mobility for them and a strategy of development for their country of
origin. Mobility has usually been associated with incorporation into the country of reception, but
several studies suggest that transnational engagement may be a way to cross barriers to
incorporation and mobility in the receiving country. At the same time transnational engagement has
been advocated as a strategy of development for the sending countries. Yet, the evidence concerning
the effects of individual and collective transnational engagement in the ability of sending countries
to overcome poverty and underdevelopment is ambiguous. There is no doubt that remittances and
the investment of migrants help the social reproduction of individuals and help localities address
important needs. But it is not clear whether these transnational investments have aggregate effects
on levels of poverty or development.
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Session One. Comparative Perspectives on Transnationalism as a Strategy of Mobility

2.

Ito Peng, Professor of Sociology and Associate Dean, Interdisciplinary and International
Affairs, University of Toronto

All in the Family? Migrants, Nationhood and Care Regimes in East Asia and North America
(with Sonya Michel, Professor, History, University of Maryland, College Park)
Care regimes in Canada and the U.S. and South Korea and Japan reflect longtime familialistic ideals
of care and liberal and neoliberal constraints on welfare state development. All four societies have
experienced a recent uptick in female labour force participation, producing large “care deficits,” and
all now depend on migrants for care. Yet they differ in how they recruit and employ migrant care
workers. Canada and the U.S. have had a long experience with immigration, yet at present only
Canada is specifically seeking to attract foreign care workers. Japan and South Korea, long opposed
to immigration, have opted for targeted and temporary foreign worker programs and allowed
“marriage migration” that does double duty as a care worker policy. This paper compares the role of
migration in the familialistic care regimes of the two regions, showing how they differ from one
another and also from Bettio et al.’s “migrant‐in‐the‐family” model.
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Session One. Comparative Perspectives on Transnationalism as a Strategy of Mobility

3.

Ador Torneo, PhD Student, Department of Public Administration, Konkuk University

The Challenges of Marriage Migration and Multiculturalism: Policy Implications for the
Philippines and South Korea
Marriage migration is rising in South Korea. In just two decades, once rare international marriages
increased eightfold from 1.2 percent of all Korean marriages in the early 1990s to an annual average
of 10 percent by the mid‐2000s. The large scale migration of women from developing countries like
the Philippines and China marrying South Korean men, pose social, economic, and political
challenges and compel the Korean government to adopt and amend policies in such areas as
immigration, labor, human rights, and citizenship, most recently under the encompassing banner of
multiculturalism. Sending countries like the Philippines on the other hand contend with issues such
as malpractices in matchmaking, human trafficking, discrimination, and human rights compelling it
to adopt measures to better protect the welfare of its citizens. This paper surveys the challenges of
marriage migration and multiculturalism, the policy responses, and their implications to both
countries.
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Session Two. A Multiplicity of Contexts: Education Migration from South Korea to North America

1.

Michael Seth, Associate Professor, Department of History, James Madison University

South Korea’s Educational Exodus: A Historical Perspective
The desire for overseas education has been a major factor in South Korean emigration. Few nations
have sent so many students abroad for education. South Korean students are disproportionately
represented in universities in many countries, forming the third largest group in the United States
after Chinese and Indians, and the largest in Canada. A good number of these students do not return.
Many South Koreans emigrate in order to provide foreign schooling for their children. Yet, by most
international standards, South Korea has one of the world’s most effective educational systems. It
has also experienced strong economic growth, low unemployment, rapid expansion of higher
education and the development of world class technological research centers. The country’s
educational exodus, therefore, cannot be explained primarily by lack of opportunity at home but
should be understood within the context of the country’s historical development.
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Session Two. A Multiplicity of Contexts: Education Migration from South Korea to North America

2.

JD Han, Associate Professor, and Peter Ibbott, Associate Professor, Department of Economics,
Business and Mathematics, King’s College at the University of Western Ontario

Determinants of Student Migration as the Leading Indicator of Immigration
Using quantitative and qualitative data, we examine the determinants of student migration
particularly from East Asia to North America. We also look at student migration in a broader context
of immigration in general, and examine the relationship between the two. We expect to find that
student migration from a specific region is a leading indicator of immigration in general from that
area: international students may end up being landed immigrants. We explore whether this window
of immigration has become increasingly important as the skills and adaptability of immigrants has
become a predominant criterion of selection by host countries.
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Session Two. A Multiplicity of Contexts: Education Migration from South Korea to North America

3.

Marjorie Johnstone, PhD Student, and Eunjung Lee, Assistant Professor, Factor‐Inwentash
Faculty of Social Work, University of Toronto

“Education au/in Canada” Welcoming Education Migrants as a New Nation Building Strategy:
A Case Study of Students from South Korea
Over the past two decades there has been a shift in Canadian education policy from a focus on
education as a public good to education as a commodity, with policy language increasingly infused
with the strategies of business. Branded “Education au/in Canada”, complementary immigration and
education policies accommodate seamless entry, renewal, employment opportunities and finally
citizenship for the best and the brightest of students abroad. Mirroring the power inequities of the
age of Empire, competing Western economies recruit from Asian, Middle Eastern and African
countries for international students who purchase western education, thereby creating a lucrative
industry for host nations, and providing a source for Canada of top graduates for permanent
employment and citizenship. Using a theoretical lens of neo‐liberalism and post‐colonialism, this
article analyses the close intersectionality between immigration and education policy in Canada, and
illustrates how Canada actively recruits and maintains international students for its own nation
building.
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Session Three. Education Migration, Students and Families

1.

Jennifer Jihye Chun, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Toronto
Scarborough & Ju Hui Judy Han, Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, University of
Toronto Scarborough

Living and Working as Temporary Sojourners: The Mobile Aspirations of Korean Youth
The so‐called "English fever" and the international mobility of South Korean youth are linked to the
popular pursuit of English language education in the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and the
Philippines. From the perspective of young overseas travelers, these are short‐term, semi‐structured
"international experiences" beyond mere language training, and widely perceived as necessary for
enhancing one's value and career prospects in the competitive job market back home. Although
temporary sojourns to English‐speaking destinations offer Korean youth the opportunity to confront
new challenges in unfamiliar places, they also provide an opportunity to temporarily withdraw from
hyper‐competitive work environments and labor markets in South Korea while enhancing their
future employability and socio‐economic advancement. Based on an on‐going study of temporary
Korean residents in Vancouver, this paper explores the production of divergent subjectivities and
temporalities associated with overseas English language travel. On the one hand, Korean youth with
the economic resources to support full‐time study in a private language school are fraught with
anxiety over maximizing the value of every consumer decision and thus, evaluate their overseas
language travels in narrow instrumental terms. On the other hand, Korean youth engaged in
extended overseas trips through short‐term employment on "working holiday visas" and "co‐op
programs" find themselves working as fast food workers, hotel housekeepers, and other minimum‐
wage jobs on the bottom rungs of Vancouver's urban service economy. Although the everyday
struggles of living as long‐term consumers and short‐term workers highlight different modes of being
and becoming, the evaluative terrain of temporary sojourns create opportunities for youth to assess
their priorities, mobility strategies and life trajectories in the context of Korea's seemingly relentless
pursuit of individual and national advancement in an economically‐ and racially‐stratified world order.

14 | P a g e

Outward and Upward Mobilities: Families from South Korea in a Transnational Era
International Workshop, 27‐28 September 2012

Session Three. Education Migration, Students and Families

2.

Jeong‐Eui Lee, MSW, Sophia Woo, MSW Student, and Eunjung Lee, Assistant Professor,
Factor‐Inwentash Faculty of Social Work, University of Toronto

Understanding Changing Family Structure and Relationships in a Transnational Era: A Case Study of
South Korean Education Migrants
Education migration is a unique form of contemporary families’ choice in a transnational era. Several
studies mostly using qualitative methods have explored psychological impacts of migration,
academic, social and cultural adjustment issues, and family stresses among this population. However,
there has been little investigation to explore how family structures, functions, and relationships are
reorganized by this unique type of migration. Among various source and host countries in education
migration, we chose South Korean education migrants in Canada as a case study, and conducted a
structured survey with 422 families. This paper will compare how family structures, relationships and
functions have changed before and after migration and reorganized into new forms to fit the need of
education migration. It will contribute current knowledge in the family life cycle and family systems
theories as well as understanding a new emerging form of transnational families.
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Session Three. Education Migration, Students and Families

3.

James Jeong, PhD Student, Department of Sociology, University of Toronto

‘Kirogi Mothers’ in Canada: Their Lives, Families, and the Ethnic Korean Community
‘Kirogi’ or wild geese families refer to split transnational South Korean families in which mothers and
their children go abroad to educate offspring in the English language. Fathers remain in Korea, work
and send money to their families. The split is willingly and ‘strategically’ enacted by the spouses to
invest in their children’s educational capital. Despite growing interest in Kirogi families, little is known
about mothers’ experiences in host countries. To fill this gap, this paper presents findings based on
in‐depth interviews with 30 Kirogi mothers in a medium‐sized Canadian city. The analyses focus on
the various aspects of the participants’ lives in Canada, including how they maintain and manage
their transnational familial relationships, and their challenges and conflicts in trying to ‘fit’ into the
Korean ethnic community. Overall, the results indicate that the experiences of Kirogi mothers in
Canada are contingent upon their pre‐migration motives and experiences.
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Session Three. Education Migration, Students and Families

4.

Young‐Min Lee, Associate Professor, Department of Geography, Ewha University

Korean International Migration for Education and Trans/national Reconstruction of Migrant Actors'
Identity
The rapidly growing international migration for education has emerged as a notable phenomenon to
reveal economic as well as cultural aspects of globalization. It would help us to understand the
trans/national networking of institutional globalization and the migrant students' trans/national
identity flexibly changed. In case of Korea, migrant students and their parents tend to choose
studying abroad, for the purpose of not only avoiding overheated peer‐competition and excessive
cramming education, but also taking advantage of the opportunity of acquiring fluent English which
is widely accepted as a kind of cultural capital for getting better jobs. Thus, their destinations are
almost always the schools in English speaking developed countries, which are trying, in recent years,
to develop such condition specifically into 'international education industry'. In this research,
however, I examine the process of decision‐making of migration and also the process of
trans/national identity flexibly reconstructed through multi‐scalar perspective, with particular focus
on the actors and agents who themselves carry out educational migration. Additional investigation is
on how the existing Korean ethnic neighbourhoods function as a nodal place for the network, and
subsequently change in terms of socio‐spatial characteristics. Semi‐structured and informal
interviews with key informants such as students, parents, and agents, will be conducted both in
Seoul and in several Korean‐American neighbourhoods of North America.

[not presented]
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Session Four. Institutional Bridges: Language and Cultural Organizations

1.

Pyong Gap Min, Distinguished Professor of Sociology at Queens College and the Graduate
Center of the City University of New York

Transnational Korean Cultural Activities in the New York‐New Jersey Area
(with Young Oak Kim, Department of Ethnic Studies, University of California, Riverside)
Transnational perspectives have gained popularity in immigration studies since the early 1990s.
There is an abundance of literature on immigrants’ transnational ties. But researchers of immigrants’
transnational ties have focused on immigrant individuals’ or families’ social, economic, religious and
political ties to or activities in their homelands. They have neglected to examine immigrants’
transnational cultural activities in the cities of their settlement. They have also paid little attention to
immigrant organizations’ transnational linkages and activities. This paper intends to systematically
examine Korean ethnic organizations’ transnational cultural activities in the New York‐New Jersey
area. Personal interviews with staff members of about 25 Korean ethnic organizations, mostly Korean
cultural organizations and schools, participant observations of major Korean cultural festivals, and
articles of two Korean dailies published in 2010 and 2011 will be used as major data sources.
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Session Four. Institutional Bridges: Language and Cultural Organizations

2.

Francis Leo Collins, Lecturer, School of Environment, University of Auckland

Regional Pathways: Tracing the Infrastructure of South Korean Student Mobilities in Asia
Asia has long been viewed as a source of international students, particularly for English speaking
countries. In the last ten years, however, there has been a marked growth in the number of higher
education students on the move within Asia, particularly in China, Korea, Japan and Taiwan. This
paper investigates these patterns with a specific focus on South Korean students and the emerging
infrastructure of migration that facilitates this mobility. Drawing from a three‐year, five‐country study,
I discuss some of the different actors involved in the mobility of students. While the findings point to
an important role for technologies like the internet, informal actors like alumni, friends and family,
and institutional actors like the state and universities, there is as yet little evidence of formalized
commercial activities like education agents. This paper discusses the implications of these findings
for our conceptualization of the different infrastructures of international student mobility.
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Session Four. Institutional Bridges: Language and Cultural Organizations

3.

Hyunjung Shin, Assistant Professor, College of Education, University of Saskatchewan

Ambivalent Calculations in Toronto: The New Economy, the Language Education Industry, and Early
Study Abroad Students
The new economy’s emphasis on language skills and on multilingualism, especially knowledge of
English, and the rise of the global education industry have resulted in the exodus of pre‐university
age students (ESAs) from South Korea to English‐speaking countries. This paper examines how the
acquisition of educational and linguistic capital by ESA high school students in Toronto is shaped
through encounters with the local English language education industry. Students claimed they
migrated to Canada in search of “authentic” English, yet they invested heavily in Korean language
and culture while in Canada. This contradiction resulted from their limited access to “authentic”
English due to their social position as linguistic and racial minorities and their decision to acquire
English credentials for acceptance to universities. These strategies sometimes resulted in successful
admittance to universities, but often did not, as students dropped out and returned to South Korea.

20 | P a g e

Outward and Upward Mobilities: Families from South Korea in a Transnational Era
International Workshop, 27‐28 September 2012

Session Four. Institutional Bridges: Language and Cultural Organizations

4.

Min Jung Kwak, Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, York University

Immigrant Entrepreneurship and the Opportunity Structure of International Education Industry in
Toronto
For Korean immigrants in Canada, establishing and managing their own business has been a
particularly important way of achieving socio‐economic mobility. While typical Korean immigrant
enterprises are found in the small retail and service sectors such as convenience stores, laundry
shops and fast food restaurants, I have recently observed an increasing level of entrepreneurial
engagement of Korean immigrants in the international education industry. Drawing upon in‐depth
interviews with business professionals and school board personnel, the research explores the
opportunity structure of the international education industry for Korean immigrant entrepreneurs in
Toronto. The objectives of the study are to explore how globalization has affected various regulatory
and educational institutions and to examine how the local opportunity structure shapes this new
type of business venture. The research findings are analyzed in comparison with previous research in
Vancouver focusing on the spatially embedded nature of immigrant entrepreneurship.
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Session Five. Transmigrants, Health and Well‐Being

1.

Samuel Noh (Social and Epidemiological Research, CAMH; Psychiatry, University of Toronto)
and Il‐ho Kim (Social and Epidemiological Research, CAMH)

Discrimination among Korean Immigrants in Toronto: A Comparative Study of Experiences and
Responses
This study describes experiences of racial stigmatization and discrimination among Korean
immigrants in Toronto in terms of (a) exposure to racial or ethnic discrimination, (b) negative
emotional arousal due to discrimination, (c) coping responses, and (d) effect of discrimination on
depressive symptoms. Data were derived through personal interviews in a cross‐sectional
community survey (N=896) of five ethnic immigrant groups–Ethiopian (N=111), Iranian (N=203), Irish
(N=175), Korean (N=208), and Vietnamese (N=199). Data from the other ethnic samples were used
to characterize the unique experiences of Koreans. Results indicated that Koreans and Ethiopians
reported higher rates of discrimination compared to the other groups. Koreans and Iranians showed
higher rates of negative emotional arousal due to discrimination, compared with the other ethnic
groups. The profile of coping responses for the Korean sample was similar to those of the Iranian and
Irish samples; forbearance coping was the most frequent type of response, while seeking social
support was the second most common type of coping response. The study also found adverse effects
of exposure to racial discrimination on depressive symptoms for all groups but Ethiopians.
Overall, it seems reasonable to conclude that Korean immigrants are at increased risk of racial
discrimination and adverse arousal, but Koreans are not more vulnerable to the mental health
consequences of discrimination than other ethnic groups; they adopt both emotion‐focused
(forbearance, emotional discharge) and confrontation coping responses, and are active in seeking
social support. Future research may focus on the assessment of coping efficacy and the identification
of effective coping strategies.
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2.

Il‐ho Kim (Social and Epidemiological Research, CAMH) and Samuel Noh (Social and
Epidemiological Research, CAMH; Psychiatry, University of Toronto)

Trajectories of Health and Life Satisfaction in Korean Immigration in Canada
This longitudinal study explores the adjustment experience of Korean immigrant in Canada by
examining changes in their physical and mental health during the first four years of settlement.
Specifically, the study compares Korean and European immigrants along four‐year trajectories of self‐
rated health and life satisfaction to illustrate the unique experiences of Korean immigrants. Data
were derived from the three‐wave Longitudinal Survey of Immigrants to Canada (LSIC) conducted
between April 2001 and November 2005. The LSIC collected data from a probability sample of new
immigrants who arrived in Canada during the 12‐month period between October 2001 and
September 2002. The weighted sample consisted of 1,811 immigrants of 15 years or older from
South Korea (N=351), Eastern European countries (N=1,152), and Western European countries
(N=308). This study employed single‐item measures of self‐rated health and satisfaction with life.
Responses to these questions were used to estimate sex‐specific age‐standardized rates of excellent
health and life satisfaction. The effects of time on health and life satisfaction were estimated in
generalized linear models.
Compared to European immigrants, Koreans followed significantly different trajectories of excellent
health and life satisfaction during the period between six months and four years after arrival. In
Western and Eastern Europeans, the rates of excellent health and life satisfaction declined
continuously during the initial four years of settlement, whereas Koreans showed a reversed U‐
shaped trajectory with a significant increase in excellent health during the first two years after arrival,
followed by a drastic decline over the next two years. Furthermore, Koreans were more likely to
experience a significant decrease in life satisfaction during the four years compared to Western
Europeans. Limited English language proficiency was a significant predictor of the change from
excellent health to poor health for both Korean men and women, but persistently employed status
was a significant predictor for Korean men only. While Korean men with no ethnic network and low
income were more likely to show a decline in life satisfaction during the four years, Korean women
who were persistently employed had an increased probability of experiencing a decline in life
satisfaction over the same period. We conclude that Korean immigrants are likely to confront
acculturation and settlement challenges that are unique to racial and ethnic minority immigrants,
and substantially different from the experiences of European immigrants.
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3.

Wansoo Park, Associate Professor, School of Social Work, University of Windsor

Health and Mental Health Issues among Transnational Parents in Canada: 2011 Toronto Korean
Family Study ‐ Survey
Health and mental health issues of transnational parents living in North America have not been
addressed much in the literature. By using 2011 Toronto Korean Families Study ‐ Survey data, this
study investigates general health status, health problems, life satisfaction, source of stress, level of
stress, depression, mastery, social support, and a sense of belonging. In addition, the level of
satisfaction with Canadian health care system and the reason why they are satisfied or dissatisfied
are also explored. It is noteworthy that while over 90 percent of transnational parents reported their
general health from fair to excellent, more than 30 percent of the participants indicated that their
health has worsen since they moved to Canada. Both descriptive and inferential statistics will reveal
the relationships among health and mental health variables. The results will inform the health care
practitioners and policy makers about areas to improve for quality of health care.
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4.

Sung Hyun Yun, Associate Professor, School of Social Work, University of Windsor

Alcohol Consumption and Abuse for Korean Women Before and After Immigration to Canada: A
Community‐Based Pilot Study
The purpose of this study is to explore the experience of alcohol consumption/abuse for Korean
women who live in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). The study participants (N = 356) include two
groups created by family structures: a group of intact families (n = 220) consisting of both parents
living together in Canada with at least one child and the other group of transnational families (n =
136) living in separate countries with one parent moving with children. Descriptive analyses and t‐
tests were conducted to evaluate the similarities and differences of alcohol consumption/abuse
between the two groups before/after immigration to Canada. In particular, the results shows that
women of intact families consumed more alcohol than those of transnational families in Canada (t =
1.97, df = 277.43, p < .05), while there was no significant difference between the two groups in Korea.
The implications for practice and policy were discussed.
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Jennifer Jihye Chun is an associate professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of
Toronto, Scarborough. Her research is internationally comparative and focuses on the changing
world of work, culture and politics in the global economy. Her current research focuses on immigrant
women workers and community organizing, contentious labour politics in South Korea and the nexus
between work, travel and language among mobile Korean youth. She is the author of Organizing at
the Margins: The Symbolic Politics of Labor in South Korea and the United States (Cornell University
Press), winner of the American Sociological Association’s Race, Gender and Class Section's 2012
Distinguished Book Award, and has published in journals such as Work and Occupations, Critical
Sociology, Third World Quarterly and Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society.
Francis Leo Collins is a Lecturer in Urban Geography in the School of Environment at the University
of Auckland. He is a key collaborator in an international project on Globalising Universities and
International Student Mobilities in East Asia with Ho Kong Chong and Brenda Yeoh (based at National
University of Singapore). He has published numerous articles and book chapters on international
student mobilities, transnational migration, diversity and urban change.
J.D. Han is an associate professor of economics and finance at King's College, University of Western
Ontario, and the department chairperson. He has been working on the East Asian economies,
including Korea and China, and has recently been collaborating with Dr. Peter Ibbott on international
migration of Koreans, including that of Korean students. He is the representative in Canada for the
Korean Association for Canadian Studies (KACS), and serves as an editorial member for its journal.
Ju Hui Judy Han is an assistant professor in the Department of Human Geography at the University
of Toronto, Scarborough. Her research has primarily examined missionary mobilities, evangelical
capitalism, and the political economy of English. New research includes religious cultivation of
political homophobia, faith‐based and conscientious objection to military service, and a five‐year
project on the spatial politics of religious growth and urban aspirations in Seoul, an international
collaboration supported by the Academy of Korean Studies and managed by the Max Planck Institute
in Germany. In the works is a book manuscript titled “Reaching for the World: Missionary Aspirations
and Korean/American Evangelical Christianity” concerning the complex interplay between religious,
humanitarian and development aid efforts.
Peter Ibbott is an associate professor of Economics at King’s University College at the University of
Western Ontario. His research is in the areas of demography, migration, living standards, intellectual
property and public economics. Recent papers have appeared in Journal of American‐Canadian
Studies, Canadian Studies in Population, American Journal of Law and Medicine, and the Canadian
Journal on Aging.
José Itzigsohn is a professor of Sociology at Brown University. He is the author of Encountering
American Faultlines (Russell Sage 2009), a book that analyzes the incorporation process and
transnational practices of Dominican immigrants in the United States. He is also the author of
numerous articles on immigrant incorporation and transnationalism.
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Junmin (James) Jeong is currently a PhD student in sociology at the University of Toronto. Before his
graduate studies, he worked as a journalist in Korea. His main research interests include integration
of immigrants and their children, transnational migrant networks, and immigration and crime. His
works have been presented at various scholarly conferences.
Marjorie Johnstone is a PhD candidate at the Factor‐Inwentash Faculty of Social Work, University of
Toronto. Her dissertation topic is “Diverging and Contested Feminisms in Early Social Work History in
Ontario”, for which I am using an archival historical approach with a feminist post‐colonial theoretical
lens. This builds on several years of archival historical work in Toronto archives including a
publication on this methodological approach. Over thirty years work experience in education and
social work have enriched my work gathering and analyzing public policy for a SSHRC study on
transnationalism and education migration. As a first generation immigrant to Canada I have an
interest in immigration, womens studies, history and international affairs.
Ann H. Kim is an associate professor in the Department of Sociology at York University. Her research
is largely motivated by questions related to the immigrant and ethnic integration process. She has
studied the experiences of Korean immigrants in relation to ethnic entrepreneurship, living
arrangements, and new destinations, and currently, she is working on three major projects: 1) the
Toronto Korean Families Study; 2) the gendered and racialized patterns of economic security among
seniors; and 3) an exploration of community agency data on migration. Her most recent publication
is a co‐edited book entitled, Korean Immigrants in Canada: Perspectives on Migration, Integration
and the Family.
Il‐Ho Kim, since 2007, has conducted post‐doctoral epidemiological research at the University of
Toronto and the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. For 26 years, she worked as a health‐
promotion planner in South Korea, and during this period, Seoul National University awarded her
an M.P.H. (2000) and Ph.D. (2006) in epidemiology. She has considerable experience in community
surveying, health‐promotion planning, and public‐health research. Her research, in general, has
focused on: (1) work and health, (2) gender and health, and (3) immigrants and health.
Min‐Jung Kwak is a human geographer who is currently teaching in the Department of Geography at
York University. Her research interests broadly cover the areas of globalization, transnational
migration, immigrant entrepreneurship, urban housing and labour market issues, and family and
gender relations. She has been particularly interested in the Korean Canadian communities in major
Canadian cities and her research findings were published as policy reports, book chapters and
journal articles. The most recent publication includes a paper published in the Journal of
International Migration and Integration.
Eunjung Lee is an assistant professor in the Factor‐Inwentash Faculty of Social Work, University of
Toronto. Her primary research interests include integration of psychotherapy and cultural studies,
clinical practice and process research in social work, cultural competency, immigration and refugees,
transnationalism, and clinical training and supervision.
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Jeong‐Eui Lee recently graduated from Master of Social Work (M.S.W) program with a focus on
children and families specialization at the University of Toronto. She was trained for clinical skills and
knowledge in the field of infant, child, youth and family prevention and mental health practice at
Children’s Aid Society of Toronto and Hincks Dellcrest Centre. Her knowledge in children and families
has been transferred into Toronto Korean Families Study‐Children (TKFS‐C) by coordinating required
services and interviewing Korean immigrant parents and their children. The key areas of interest are
direct practice with children and families, immigration, adoption, culturally sensitive practice,
Strategies and Skills Learning and Development (SSLD).
Youngmin Lee completed his Bachelors and Master’s degree in the Department of Geography
Education in Seoul National University in 1986 and in 1991, and his doctoral degree in the
Department of Geography and Anthropology in Louisiana State University in 1995. His doctoral
dissertation dealt with socio‐spatial relations of ethnic communities in the multicultural city of
Honolulu in the early 20th century. He was a pre‐doctoral fellow at the East‐West Center, Hawai’i
(1994) and as a post‐doctoral fellow at Seoul National University (1996‐1997). Since 1998, he has
been a professor of Geography in Ewha Woman’s University, Seoul, Korea. His research has mainly
focused on the relations of culture and geography in the perspectives of globalization and post‐isms,
and on the people's everyday life affected by and interacting with the relations. He spent his
sabbatical year in 2012 at California State University, Long Beach where he is expanding his research
on for the education migration of Koreans to Southern California.
Guida Man is an assistant professor in the Department of Sociology, Faculty of Liberal Arts and
Professional Studies at York University. She is a Faculty Associate of the Centre for Feminist Research
and the York Centre for Asian Research, and an Affiliate of CERIS‐The Ontario Metropolis Centre. Her
research interests encompass the interactions of globalization, transnational migration, gender, work
and social inequality as they are articulated to gender, race and class relations. She has conducted a
number of research studies concerning Chinese immigrants in Canada, addressing such issues as
transnationalism, families, gender relations, employment and integration. Currently, she is the
Principal Investigator of a research entitled “Transnational Migration Trajectories of Immigrant
Women Professionals in Canada: Strategies of Work and Family” funded by SSHRC Standard Research
Grant (2009‐2013). She has published extensively in her area of specialization, and is presently co‐
editing a book project entitled “Transnational Voices: Global Migration and the Experiences of
Women, Youth and Children”.
Pyong Gap Min is Distinguished Professor of Sociology at Queens College and the Graduate Center
of the City University of New York. He also serves as Director of the Research Center for Korean
Community at Queens College. The areas of his specializations are immigration, ethnicity, immigrant
businesses, immigrants’ religious practices and family/gender, with a special focus on Korean and
Asian Americans. He is the author of five books, including Caught in the Middle: Korean Communities
in New York and Los Angeles (1996) and Preserving Ethnicity through Religion in America: Korean
Protestants and Indian Hindus across Generations (2010). Both books won two national book
awards. He is the editor or co‐editor of seven books, including Asian Americans: Contemporary
Trends and Issues, the Second Edition (2006).
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Marianne S. Noh is a postdoctoral scholar in the Arthur Labatt Family School Nursing at the
University of Western Ontario, Canada. Her research includes comparative analysis of ethnic and
gender identity formations among Asian youth in the United States and Canada and multivariate
analyses of depressive symptoms among immigrants living with chronic health conditions such as
HIV/AIDS. Her recent work has been published in Gender Issues and Journal of Immigrant and
Minority Health.
Samuel Noh currently holds an Endowed Professorship in the Department of Psychiatry, the
University of Toronto ‐‐ David Crombie Professor of Cultural Pluralism and Health. Dr. Noh is also a
Senior Research Scientist and the Co‐founder and Head of the Social Equity and Health Research
Section within the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH), Canada’s leading psychiatric
facility and research hub. Dr. Noh’s research focuses on the identification of social and cultural
processes affecting the mental health of new immigrants and racial and cultural minorities, including
cultural sensitivities in assessing social stress and mental health, psychosocial processes of racial and
ethnic discrimination and mental health, stigma and service utilization among Asian Canadians, and
cross‐cultural investigations of depression and somatic tendency. Dr. Noh’s research on the stress
process, racial discrimination and depression among diverse immigrant communities has been cited
widely in peer reviewed scientific publications.
Wansoo Park is an associate professor in the School of Social Work, University of Windsor. She
formerly taught at the School of Social Work, Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia. As a
community practitioner, she has worked to promote health and mental health within Asian
immigrant communities through program development, education and advocacy in the United
States. Her primary interest areas in both practice and research include finding ways to increase
accessibility of the mainstream health and mental health services to immigrant populations across
life span. Dr. Park’s most recent research focus is a pilot project which investigates factors affecting
the psychological well‐being of older Korean American women with chronic health conditions. She
plans to expand this project to include Asian immigrants living in Canada.
Ito Peng is a professor of Sociology and Public Policy, and also an Associate Dean of Interdisciplinary
and International Affairs at Faculty of Arts and Science, University of Toronto. She teaches political
sociology, comparative welfare states, and public policy, focusing especially on East Asia, Europe,
and North American comparisons. Her published articles have appeared in Politics and Society,
Social Politics, International Labor Review, Social Policy and Administration Journal, Economy and
Development, Journal of East Asian Studies and others. Her current research includes: 1) a
comparison of social investment policies in Canada, Australia, Japan and South Korea; 2) an
international collaborative research project on demography, gender, and care migration; and 3) a
comparison of labour market dualization in Europe and East Asia.
Michael J. Seth is an associate professor of History at James Madison University. He received his
Ph.D. from the University of Hawaii. Seth is the author of four books on Korea including Education
Fever: Society, Politics and the Pursuit of Schooling in South Korea (2002) and A History of Korea:
From Antiquity to the Present (2010).
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Hyunjung Shin is an assistant professor in the Department of Curriculum Studies at the University of
Saskatchewan. She received her Ph.D. in Second Language Education from the University of Toronto.
Her research interests include language, identity, and education in the globalized political economy,
transnationalism and educational migration, language ideologies and sociolinguistics.
Jesook Song is an associate professor in Anthropology at the University of Toronto, and the Graduate
Coordinator of the Women and Gender Studies Institute (WGSI) at the University of Toronto. She
received her B.A. in Education Science at the Yonsei University, Seoul, Republic of Korea and received
her Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology with a minor degree in Women's Studies at the University of
Illinois, Urbana‐Champaign, USA. She is currently writing a book on South Korean housing issues and
family independent women. Her research interests include the socio‐cultural anthropology of
contemporary urban transformations and welfare issues including homelessness, youth
unemployment, single women's housing, and psychological health support system, as well as East
Asia, particularly South Korea.
Ador Revelar Torneo is a PhD student and Research Fellow in the Department of Public
Administration, Konkuk University in Seoul, South Korea. He earned his Master of Public
Administration (with distinction) and Bachelor of Science in Community Development at the
University of the Philippines ‐ Diliman. His research interests include immigration, multicultural
policy, e‐government, local governance and corporate social responsibility (CSR). Prior to the
fellowship, he lectured in De La Salle University ‐ Manila and was professionally involved in
international and Philippine government development projects in the areas of procurement, political
interference in the bureaucracy, monitoring and evaluation, local governance and CSR, among others.
Sophia Woo holds her Bachelors of Arts degree from University of Toronto with a major in
in sociology and minor in psychology. She is now a candidate for the Masters of Social Work program
at the University of Toronto with her interest in specialization at mental health and health stream.
She worked for various community organizations including Canadian Mental Health Association in
past years which allowed her to develop clinical skills, especially with newcomers to Canada. Her
experiences and knowledge from community was transferred into Toronto Korean family study‐
children (TKFS‐C) where she has been working as a research coordinator. Her fields of interests are
direct practice with mental health and health issues, immigrants and cultural sensitive practice as a
clinician.
Sung Hyun Yun, PhD, MSW, is an associate professor of Social Work at the University of Windsor. He
specializes in prevention and intervention of interpersonal violence and alcohol/substance abuse in
immigrant and refugee communities. His research focuses on evidence‐based practice evaluation,
gender‐based oppression, anti‐human trafficking, and measurement/psychometrics.
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