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YCAR Events: SARG's first big event a success 
 

     
 

The South Asian Research Group (SARG) organized a panel on "State, Democracy and Violence in South 
Asia" on 22 November 2007. The panel was SARG's first big event and it was well attended by students as 
well as faculty members. The panel was lead by Simon Chilvers (PhD Candidate, Geography). The 
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speakers were Ajay Panicker (PhD Candidate, University of Miami), Dhruv Jain (MA Candidate, SPT) and 
Afsan Chowdhury (Research Associate, YCAR).  
 
Ajay spoke about issues related to Coca Cola in Kerala and the role of the state and the tribal movement 
against the corporation. Dhruv talked about democracy and violence in context of Nepal, and the role played 
by key political parties and external agents. Afsan's talk focused on the state and military in the context of 
Pakistan and Bangladesh and plight of the "ultra poor" in Bangladesh. The talks were followed by an 
interesting discussion. 
(Photographs courtesy of SARG) 
 
 
YCAR Events: York visiting scholar Dr Mohanakumar S. shares research with 
students and faculty 
YCAR was happy to host Dr 
Mohanakumar S. on Monday, 26 
November when he posed the 
questions:  Why is it that workers 
doing the same type of work get 
paid differently within a small 
geographical area? His 
presentation gave listeners insight 
into the wage differentials for 
agricultural labourers in the southern most province in India, Kerala. 
Wage differentials in Kerala assume special significance because the 
state is historically known for its left-wing radical politics and militant trade unionism. Yet significant 
differences in hourly wage rate prevails for the same work and workers in the state. 
 
From Kerala, India, Dr Mohanakumar S is a social scientist in the Economic Research Division of the 
Rubber Research Institute of India, one of the country’s premier agricultural research institutes. His area of 
specialization is the political economy of agricultural development and labour.  
 
The event was co-presented by the Graduate Program in Geography and the York Centre for Asian 
Research. 
(Left photograph: Dr Mohanakumar S, Visiting Scholar at York from India; and Dr Raju Das, Faculty of 
Environmental Studies. Right photograph: There was an excellent turnout of both faculty and students at the 
talk. Photographs by Nishant Upadhyay).  
 
 
 
YCAR News: "Missionaries in Unaccustomed Circumstance" panel at annual East 
Asia CASA conference 
YCAR Associate Michael Stainton and former 
YCAR presenters Alvyn Austin (see China's 
Millions) and Hamish Ion (see Dog Collars 
Behind Bars) took their dead missionaries to the 
Annual Conference of the East Asia Council, 
Canadian Asian Studies Association, in La 
Malbaie, Quebec, from 22 to 25 November. 
 
Their panel was "Missionaries in Unaccustomed 
Contexts." Dr. Austin presented on "Narcotic 
Christianity" drawing on his book, China's 
Millions. Dr Ion discussed his research on 
Japanese internment camps in WWII, and 
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Michael Stainton spoke on "George Leslie Mackay and the Poll Tax." 
 
Stainton chaired two other panels, and Dr. Austin was discussant for another on "East Asian Christianities." 
There were no other participants from York at this year's conference. 
(Alvyn Austin, Hamish Ion and Michael Stainton. Photograph courtesy of Michael Stainton). 
 
 
YCAR News: Second YCAR Paper launched 
YCAR is happy to announce the launch of the second YCAR Paper, 
Recommendations for Strengthening Canada’s Relations and Co-operation on 
Governance with Muslim Communities in Indonesia and Malaysia by Judith Nagata, 
a Senior Research Associate at YCAR and faculty of the Department of 
Anthropology at York University. The YCAR Paper is now available online at 
www.yorku.ca/ycar/Publications/Nagata_YCAR_ Paper_2_Nov2007.pdf. A big thank 
you to Judith for her participation in this series. 
 
 
YCAR News: YCAR Awards available to graduate students 
YCAR would like to remind Graduate Associates about three awards available to help fund students' 
fieldwork and language study. 
 
This academic year, YCAR is offering four awards, three of which have deadlines in January. The David 
Wurfel Award was given out earlier this month.  
 
The Albert CW Chan Foundation Fellowship was established by the Albert C.W. Chan Foundation in order 
to encourage and assist graduate students to carry out field research in East and/or Southeast Asia. One 
fellowship of $1,000 will be awarded. The application deadline is Thursday, 10 January 2008. 
 
The YCAR Language Award is open to graduate students enrolled at York and registered for the Graduate 
Diploma in Asian Studies (GDAS) administered by YCAR. It will provide up to two awards annually in an 
amount up to $1,500 each to reimburse costs directly related to language study. The application deadline is 
Thursday, 31 January 2008.  
 
The Vivienne Poy Asian Research Award will be awarded for the first time this year. It is open to York 
graduate students who are also graduate associates of YCAR. Priority will be given to students who apply to 
do research in fulfillment of the fieldwork requirement of the Graduate Diploma in Asian Studies (GDAS). 
The deadline is Thursday, 31 January 2008. 
 
For more information or to download application forms, please visit 
www.yorku.ca/ycar/Awards/YCAR_Awards.html or contact ycar@yorku.ca.  
 
 
 
Opportunity: Harvard-Yenching Library travel grant program for Chinese, Japanese 
and Korea scholars  
The Harvard-Yenching Library is pleased to announce its Travel Grant Program for the 2007-2008 academic 
year. The purpose of the grant is to assist scholars from outside the metropolitan Boston area in their use of 
the Harvard-Yenching Library's collections for research. There will be seventeen grants of $400 each (six in 
Chinese studies, six in Japanese studies, and five in Korean studies) to be awarded on a merit basis to 
faculty members and to graduate students engaged in dissertation research. 
 
Priority consideration will be given to those at institutions where there are no or few library resources in the 
East Asian languages, and no major East Asian library collections are available nearby. Each grantee will 
also be provided with the privilege of free photocopying of up to 100 sheets. 
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Please note that the awards must be used before August 1, 2008. Recipients are usually notified by early 
January. 
 
The grants are open to citizens of any country. However, because the program is supported by funds from a 
Title VI grant from the U.S. Department of Education, all travel to and from the library must be via U.S. 
carriers. 
 
Applications must be received by Monday, 31 December 2007. Applications should include a letter, a brief 
description of the research topic, an estimated budget and be addressed to: James K. M. Cheng, Librarian, 
Harvard-Yenching Library, Harvard University, 2 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, MA  02138 or fax (617) 496-
6008 or email jkcheng@fas.harvard.edu.  
 
 

Opportunity: York International Internship Program 2008 
The website for the York International Internship Program 2008 is up at: 
www.yorku.ca/yorkint/internships/. 
 
The program was extremely successful for the last four years and received the Outstanding Program in 
International Education Award from the Canadian Bureau of International Education in 2005 and the 
Scotiabank-AUCC Award for Excellence in Internationalization in 2006. 
 
The deadline for applications is 7 January 2008. 
 
At the present time, 50 of the approximately 60 placements have been posted. It is anticipated that 
placements will be available in most world regions- Africa (5), Asia - Pacific (13), Europe (20), Latin America 
and the Caribbean (22), Middle East (3), and North America (4) in countries as diverse as Argentina, 
Barbados, Brazil, Canada, China, El Salvador, France, India, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lithuania, Mongolia, 
Russia, South Africa and Turkey. 
 
The York International Internship Program is unique. It covers a wide diversity of disciplines and 
organizations and invites applications from students from all ten faculties at York. 
 
Each placement comes with a $3000 York International Internship Award; along with overseas placements 
being eligible for the York International Mobility Award- very few institutions provide such comprehensive 
financial support. 
 
 

Opportunity: Language training program for Southeast Asian scholars 
SEASSI is an eight-week intensive language training program from 16 June until 8 August for 
undergraduates, graduate students and professionals. It has been held since 1983 and hosted by University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. This coming summer will be the 25th anniversary of SEASSI. Instruction is offered 
for academic credit in nine languages at the first, second and third year levels. 
 
Languages include: Burmese, Filipino, Hmong, Indonesian, Javanese, Khmer, Lao, Thai and Vietnamese.  
    
Scheduling of classes is contingent on sufficient enrollment, especially at the upper levels. Each language 
course is equivalent to two semesters of study, with full academic year credit. Instruction is given in small 
individualized groups taught by a team consisting of a coordinator (usually a linguist specializing in 
Southeast Asian language pedagogy) and teachers who are native speakers of that language. 
 
Applications for Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) or *Heritage Language Award, or *SEASSI 
Undergraduate Scholarship Competition are due 15 February 2008. 
 
Applications for Tuition fellowship and final SEASSI Program applications are due 4 April 2008. Visit 
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www.seassi.wisc.edu or email seassi@intl-institute.wisc.edu for application forms or more information. 
 
 
Previously-posted Opportunities: 
 

* Second Graduate Students' Exchange Program Competition (17 December 2007) 
For more information: www.scholarships.gc.ca/GSEP-en.html or by contacting jpalka@cbie.ca.   
 
* 2008 SSHRC Major Collaborative Research Initiative (MCRI) competition (19 December 2007 
(internal); 31 January 2008) 
For more information: www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/web/apply/program_descriptions/mcri_e.asp or 
sarahw@yorku.ca  
 
* Barwis-Holliday Award for Far Eastern Studies (31 December 2007) 
For more information: cdb@royalasiaticsociety.org
 
* Fellowship in Crossroads of Globalization: 'Hot Spots' in the Early Modern World at Ohio State 
University (15 January 2008) 
For more information: http://chr.osu.edu/
 
* Post-Graduate Research Fellowships available from APFC (15 January 2008) 
For more information: www.asiapacificresearch.ca/grants/2007_08/index.cfm or 
researchgrants@asiapacific.ca 
 
* Awards offered for study, research in Korea (28 January 2008) 
For more information: fundingopps.cos.com/cgi-bin/getRec?id=54805 or scholarships-bourses@cbie.ca.  
 
* York-Massey Fellowship opportunity for faculty on sabbatical during 2008-09 (28 February 2008) 
For more information: Mala Thakoor, Office of Research Services, 214 York Lanes (mthakoor@yorku.ca). 
 
* Third Kangaku Summer Course in Venice, Italy (15 March 2008) 
For more information, contact Professor Aldo Tollini (tollini@unive.it) 
 
* New publication, Journal of Japanese and Korean Cinema, seeks prospective authors 
For more information: David Desser and Frances Gateward, University of Illinois at jjkc@live.com
  
 

 
Upcoming Event: Democratic Disruptions film festival 

30 November, and 7 December  *  5 to 7pm  *   Classroom FLA  *  Flavelle House  * 78 Queen's Park 
 
Democratic Disruptions is a documentary film festival on stories of struggle and triumph from India. These 
are internationally acclaimed award winning independent documentaries from India. Some have been 
denied public screening in India by the state. All films will be followed by a discussion and popcorn will be 
served. Screenings are presented by the Graduate Law Students Association Faculty of Law, University of 
Toronto.  
  
The schedule is as follows:  
November 30: Communalism 
• Trial by Fire (Dir. Anand Patwardhan) 
• Pride and Genocide (Dir. Rakesh Sharma) 
 
December 7: Development and State Repression 
• A Narmada Diary (Dir. Anand Patwardhan and Simantini Dhuru) 
• Tales from the Margins (Dir. Kavita Joshi) 
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Upcoming Event: The Free Burma Concert 
Sunday, 2 December 2007  *  7 pm  *  Lula Lounge  *  1585 Dundas Street W. 

 
'The Free Burma Concert' will feature a truly amazing and diverse line-up of Canadian musicians, all of 
whom have donated their time and talents in support of the people of Burma and their struggle for 
democracy and human rights. 
 
We hope that this concert may: 1) aid in maintaining public and media focus on the struggle within Burma 2) 
educate and involve a new audience in the ongoing protest movement, and 3) possibly inspire musicians in 
other parts of the world to hold similar concerts in support of a free and democratic Burma. Admission is 'pay 
what you can', and we will be accepting donations from anyone who wishes to make them. 
 
All proceeds will go to support democracy in Burma, possibly through Minthura Wynn's connections there. 
The show will include performances by: Juno-winning guitarist Adam Solomon (African Guitar Summit); my 
7-piece Caribbean jazz group CaneFire; folk singer-songwriter Faith Nolan; oud virtuoso Mel M'rabet; the 
eclectic Russell Leon Band; Burmese drumming group Yoma Maung; jazz vocalist/pianist Fern Lindzon; DJ 
Billy Bryans; speeches by Jack Layton and Minthura Wynn; and a musical contribution by former Premier of 
Ontario Bob Rae. 
 
 
Upcoming Event: Adolescent Romance in China and Canada: a cross-cultural 
comparison of relationship status and links with parent and friend relationships 

Tuesday, 13 December 2007  *  280 York Lanes  *  York University 
 
The next LaMarsh Talk will be held on Thursday, 13 December 2007, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, in 280 
York Lanes. Dr. Jennifer Connolly and Dr. Kathy Li (Visiting Scholar from China), will give a talk entitled " 
Adolescent Romance in China and Canada: a cross-cultural comparison of relationship status and links with 
parent and friend relationships." All are welcome. Please RSVP to lamarsh@yorku.ca if you plan to attend. 
 
 
Upcoming Event/Call for Papers: Foodscapes of Southeast Asia 

Friday, 29 February 2008  *  Founders College  *  York University 
 
The York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR) and Founder’s College, York University, will host Foodscapes 
of Southeast Asia on Friday, February 29, 2008.  
 
This event will explore the relation between food consumption and food production in Southeast Asia. The 
afternoon consists of two panels of academic papers from different disciplinary perspectives with ample time 
for discussion. Currently, we expect to have presentations on the natural food revolution in Thailand, street 
foods of Hanoi, steamed rice cakes as representations of local identities in 
the Philippines, Women entrepreneurs in the food industry in Southeast 
Asia and the use of seaweed in the Philippines. 
 
Attention will also be drawn to the multi-sensorial aspects of food. While 
the academic discourse on food is often text-based, knowledge about food 
is also coded in taste and vision; and our personal experiences with food 
reflect the integration of these different approaches to knowledge 
production. We will have at least one multimedia presentation entitled 
"Doing Lunch in Salaya." 
 
The afternoon ends with a presentation by photographers and cookbook writers, Jeff Alford and Naomi 
Daguid, best-selling authors of Seductions of Rice, Hot Sour Salty Sweet, and Mangoes and Curry Leaves. 
They will present "Hot Sour Salty Sweet: A Culinary Journey along the Mekong River," followed by a special 
Southeast Asian meal. 
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If you would like to present a paper, please send a title and short abstract to ycar@yorku.ca by January 18, 
2008. Works in progress by graduate students are particularly welcome.  
 
For information about the program, please contact Penny Van Esterik at esterik@yorku.ca, or 77782. If you 
are interested in attending, please contact Alicia at ycar@yorku.ca or 416 736 2100 ext 44068 for more 
details. 
 
(Photograph by Penny Van Esterik) 
 
 
 
 
Call for Papers: Translating the Political, Re-envisioning the Social: What's the Next 
Turn for Taiwan? 
The 14th Annual North American Taiwan Studies Conference at the University of Washington, Seattle, is 
inviting scholars to submit papers for their conference, to be held 27 to 29 June 2008.  
 
The deadline for abstract submissions is 15 December 2007.  
  
With a conference entitled "Translating the Political, Re-envisioning the Social," we do not aim to impose the 
distinction between "the political" and "the social". Instead, we are interested in the ways these two 
categories mutually unfold onto each other. To address the changes that have been taking place in the 
course of Taiwan's democratic history, we need to consider the encounter and enmeshment between state 
power and social force, especially given that various civil rights have helped propel and give birth to 
Taiwan's democracy. Today, heretofore silenced and marginalized social lives have relatively more access 
to articulating their needs, exemplified by voices calling for human rights for gay men, prostitutes, indigenous 
people, foreign spouses, and imported laborers.  
 
However, as demonstrated by the recent debate on the relocation of Le-Sheng Rehab, we sense the 
urgency for inquiry and examination of how the political has absorbed, appropriated, alienated, exploited 
and "politicized" the social movements in the New Millennium. At stake are our sense of community and the 
necessity of re-constituting the social back to the political. Therefore, we want to invite writers from all 
relevant disciplines to participate in the potentially creative and vitally important acts of "translating" and "re-
visioning" different possibilities of political alliance and community formulation. 
 
The format of presentation includes panel presentation and poster presentation. Please indicate what kind of 
presentation you prefer when submitting your abstract through our online submission system at www.na-
tsa.org/submission.htm. The system will be open from 1 November through 15 December 2007. Conference 
contributors may be eligible for travel grants; details will be announced on the website in February 2008. 
 
 
Call for Papers: International Journal of Hindu Studies 
Founded in 1997, the International Journal of Hindu Studies is committed to publishing excellent scholarship 
on well-established topics in Hindu Studies (or South Asian religions in ways that will connect with Hindu 
texts or traditions), to fostering new work in neglected areas, and to stimulating alternative perspectives as 
well as exchange of information on a wide range of issues.  
 
While committed to publishing articles that will advance scholarship in any discipline relevant to Hindu 
Studies, the Journal is especially interested in areas of research that have cross-disciplinary relevance or 
new implications for this emerging field of scholarly interest. Submissions of a comparative or theoretical 
nature in every discipline in the humanities and social sciences will receive serious and respectful 
consideration. Each submission to the Journal will receive double-blind review. 
 
The journal is published by Springer. It is available in both online and print versions. See: 
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www.springer.com/west/home/humanities?SGWID=4-40361-70-47662436-0    
 
Completed manuscripts (in PDF format, without author identification for a double-blind review process), and 
correspondence regarding material for possible publication and editorial matters, should be sent to the 
Editor, Sushil Mittal at mittalsx@jmu.edu.  
 
Books for review and correspondence from prospective authors regarding the arranging and writing of book 
reviews should be sent to the book review editor, Karen Pechilis at kpechili@drew.edu. 
 
 
Previously-posted Call for Papers: 
  
* Eighth Annual East Asian Studies Graduate Conference, U of T (21 December 2007) 
Submissions and questions can be sent to eas.conference.2008@gmail.com or by visiting the conference 
website, www.chass.utoronto.ca/easgsc. 
 
* Thirteenth Annual Conference of the Central & Inner Asia Seminar, U of T (21 December 2007) 
For submissions or more information: gillian.long@utoronto.ca or gervers@chass.utoronto.ca or 
www.utoronto.ca/cias 
 
* Contemporary Mongolia - Transitions, Development and Social Transformations, UBC (18 January 
2008) 
For submissions or more information: mongolia@dierkes.net  Asia, Institute of Asian Research, UBC at 
mongolia@dierkes.net. 
 
* South East Asia Geography Association International Conference, Philippine Social Science Centre 
(21 January 2008) 
 For more information, visit http://seaga2008.googlepages.com/
 
* The International Society for the Comparative Study of Civilizations (ISCSC) 47th ISCSC World 
Conference, University of New Brunswick (1 March 2008) 
For more information: www.ISCSC.net or ISCSCabstracts@yahoo.com or rduchesn@unbsj.ca  
 
 
  
Call for Nominations: 2007 President’s Staff Recognition Awards 
President and Vice-Chancellor of York University Mamdouh Shoukri announces the Call for Nominations for 
the 2007 President’s Staff Recognition Awards:  
> The Ronald Kent Medal  
> The President’s CPM Award  
> The Voice of York Award  
> The Deborah Hobson York Citizenship Award  
> The Phyllis Clark Campus Service Award 
 
Visit  www.yorku.ca/presidnt/awards/index.htm for information about each award. The deadline for all 
nominations is Wednesday, 20 February 2008.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR) To comment or for more information, contact ycar@yorku.ca   
Ste. 270 York Lanes, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3.  
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