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YCAR News: Congratulations to Nel Coloma-Moya, winner of the David Wurfel 
Award 
YCAR would like to congratulate Nel Coloma-Moya, the 2007-08 winner of the David Wurfel Award. Nel is a 
Master's student in Geography.  
 
"Nel fits perfectly with the original intent of the David Wurfel Award," said Philip Kelly, her academic 
supervisor.  
 
The David Wurfel Award provides financial support to an honours undergraduate or masters graduate 
student who intends to conduct thesis research on the topic of Filipino history, culture or society. Special 
consideration is given to applicants of Filipino origin who show promise of leadership in the Filipino 
community in Canada. 
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The $1500 award will go towards funding her research trip this summer in the Philippines. Her research 
involves understanding the ways in which a transnational religious organization, Gawad Kalinga, creates 
and 'governs' (in a broad sense) model rural communities in the Philippines and whether this forms an 
'alternative development', an alternative TO development and or a disciplining framework for shaping 
economics, cultural and political subjects. 
 
Nel has an undergraduate degree in English literature, and trained and worked as a registered nurse in 
Toronto before taking her Masters at OISE in Adult Education. 
 
YCAR would also like to express its gratitude to Dr David Wurfel for his continued support of students at 
York University. It is through support such as his that enables students to gain invaluable fieldwork 
experience. 
 
 
YCAR News: CMTP welcomes wide variety of groups for business training in 
November, extends relationship with others 
China Management Training Program and its partner the Schulich Executive Education Centre (SEEC) have 
received several groups in the last few weeks. They had a group from the Human Resources Department of 
the City of Chengdu, Sichuan, training in Best Practices in HR. They also received a group from the Xicheng 
District of Beijing training in Aspects of Community Development. 
 
In conjunction with SEEC, CMTP is currently training a delegation from the China Aviation Group in an 
executive MBA style program. Our Henan university presidents are in the fourth week of their six-week 
training program in post-secondary institutional management and reform. They will be graduating on 
November 27 after which they will take 10 days to visit other parts of Ontario and Quebec. 
 
CMTP is still expecting two other groups – one from the Chongqing Foreign Trade Department and another 
from the China Youth Federation.  
 
CMTP Director Máire O'Brien was in China earlier this month signing MOUs with the Chongqing Fire 
Department and the Chongqing Construction Commission. These two programs will run over the course of 
three years and are part of the sister city relationship with the City of Toronto.  
 
 
YCAR News: Seeking interested graduate students to present in YCAR's Winter 
2008 BrownBag Seminar Series  
Once again this year, YCAR will be hosting a BrownBag Seminar Series. This time, we are focusing the 
series on graduate students' research. In past years, students have found these presentations very useful 
and this is an invitation to students who would like to participate. It is a good chance to get feedback from 
your peers, your supervisors, the discussant and those in the audience. 
 
Seminars will be held bi-weekly for graduate students wanting to present their research (at any stage) or on 
a topic related to their research. Two students will present at each event with a faculty discussant to offer 
ideas and suggestions as well as directing the discussion/Q&A. Students will have 20-25 minutes to present. 
 
Please contact Alicia at ycar@yorku.ca to sign-up or for more information. 
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YCAR Events: Socio-Politics of Climate Change with Afsan Chowdhury and Jose 
Etcheverry 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to Afsan Chowdhury, YCAR Research Associate and Jose Etcheverry, a lecturer in 
Environmental Science at York, speakers at 'Socio-Politics of Climate Change,' a YCAR event held 
Thursday at Founders College.   
 
Over 35 people were present to hear Chowdhury's global experiences with climate change and see the 
world premiere of his film, 'Who Cares if Bangladesh Drown?', which will be shown at the United Nations 
Conference on Climate Change in Bali in December. Chowdhury is a journalist, researcher and activist. He 
made his first public presentation on climate change in 1987. He has worked on disaster management, the 
arsenic contamination of ground water in Bangladesh, storm shelters management, contingency planning 
and coping mechanisms since 1980. 
 
The audience also had the chance to hear the words 
of wisdom from Etcheverry, whose work focuses work 
on developing practical policy solutions to climate 
change through collaborative efforts. He is also a 
research and policy analyst for the David Suzuki 
Foundation. 
 
YCAR is interested in organizing future events to 
explore the issues such as climate change from the 
viewpoint of citizens of Global South countries, 
especially in Asia. If you have an idea for an event, 
please contact ycar@yorku.ca.  
 
 
 
Opportunity: Barwis-Holliday Award for Far Eastern Studies 
Submissions (in English) are now sought from university students anywhere in the world for the Barwis-
Holliday Award. Past recipients have included James Huntley Grayson of the University of Sheffield for his 
article 'They first saw a mirror: a Korean folktale as a form of social criticism'; and most recently Richard 
John Lynn, of the University of Toronto, for his article 'Women in Huang Zunxian's Riben zashi shi'. 
 
The closing date for entries is 31 December 2007 and the winner will be awarded £250. 
 
Edward Barwis-Holliday instituted an annual monetary award for Far Eastern Studies in the early 1980s 
through the auspices of the Royal Asiatic Society. His purpose was to promote research into the 
anthropology, art, history, literature or religion of Japan, China, Korea or the eastern regions of the then 
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Soviet Union. British universities with Oriental Faculties were informed of the initiative and the first award, of 
£100, was made in 1981 for a paper entitled On the transmission of the Shen Tzu and the Yang-sheng yao-
chi' by T. H. Barrett. 
 
Scholars are invited to submit papers on the topics listed above. Award-winning and short-listed entries will 
be published in the Society's Journal, within the usual format. No rigid limit is imposed on the length of the 
contribution but it should be appreciated that the most suitable length is deemed to be around 6,000 words. 
Wherever possible diacritics and non-European characters should be rendered in Unicode and submitted as 
a Word file and a pdf.  
 
Postal submissions should be addressed to the Barwis-Holliday Award, The JRAS, 14 Stephenson Way, 
London NW1 2HD. Electronic submissions should be sent to cdb@royalasiaticsociety.org subject 'Barwis-
Holliday Award'. 
 
 
Opportunity: York-Massey Fellowship opportunity for faculty on sabbatical during 
2008-09  

 The Office of Research Services (ORS) wishes to announce a 
fellowship open to full-time faculty planning to go on sabbatical during 
2008-09. The York-Massey Fellowship will provide one faculty member 
with an office for the academic year at Massey College, as well as 
dining and collegial rights.  
 
Massey College is an independent college situated in the University of 
Toronto campus, almost directly opposite to the Robarts Library. It 
consists of a junior fellowship, made up of graduate students, and a 

senior fellowship, consisting primarily of faculty, of whom an increasing number come from York University. 
There are no application forms, but we would ask interested individuals to submit a letter outlining sabbatical 
plans with their curriculum vitae to this office by 28 February 2008 to: Mala Thakoor, Office of Research 
Services, 214 York Lanes (mthakoor@yorku.ca). Results will be announced in March 2008. 
(www.greatspaces.utoronto.ca/historicspaces.htm photograph) 
 
 

Previously-posted Opportunities: 
 

* Award to assist in establishment of international research networks (24 November) 
For more information: www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/can-am/washington/studies/grantguide-en.asp#intl or 
csppec@iccs-ciec.ca. 
 
* Early Researcher Award aims to help new Ontario researchers build research teams (30 November) 
For more information: www.mri.gov.on.ca/english/programs/era/program.asp.   
 
* Second Graduate Students' Exchange Program Competition (17 December 2007) 
For more information: www.scholarships.gc.ca/GSEP-en.html or by contacting jpalka@cbie.ca.   
 
* 2008 SSHRC Major Collaborative Research Initiative (MCRI) competition (19 December 2007 
(internal); 31 January 2008) 
For more information: www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/web/apply/program_descriptions/mcri_e.asp or 
sarahw@yorku.ca  
 
* Fellowship in Crossroads of Globalization: 'Hot Spots' in the Early Modern World at Ohio State 
University (15 January 2008) 
For more information: http://chr.osu.edu/
 
* Post-Graduate Research Fellowships available from APFC (15 January 2008) 
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For more information: www.asiapacificresearch.ca/grants/2007_08/index.cfm or 
researchgrants@asiapacific.ca 
 
* Awards offered for study, research in Korea (28 January 2008) 
For more information: fundingopps.cos.com/cgi-bin/getRec?id=54805 or scholarships-bourses@cbie.ca.  
 
* Third Kangaku Summer Course in Venice, Italy (15 March 2008) 
For more information, contact Professor Aldo Tollini (tollini@unive.it) 
 
  
 

Upcoming Event: Fall in Love with Chocolate @ York  
November 17  *  2 & 5 pm  *  Sandra Faire and Ivan Fecan Theatre at Accolade East Building (ACE)   *  

York University 
 
YCAR is happy to co-sponsor the Chinese Students' Association at York University's presentation of Fall in 
Love with Chocolate. In what one reviewer called a 'refreshing twist on the love story musical', it is the story 
of a group of youths who bear different attitudes toward relationships, commence their journeys in quest of 
love and experience the chocolatey adventures. 
 
Tickets for the 2 pm show are $12 before show day and $15 at the door. Tickets for the 7 pm presentation 
are $15 before show day or $18 at the door. The event is organized by the University of Waterloo Chinese 
Drama Club and presented by YCSA. For more information, visit the event website at 
www.uwchinesedrama.com/chocolate/york/. 
 
 
Upcoming Event: Democracy, Violence and the State in South Asia 

Thursday, Nov. 22  *  4 pm  *  390 York Lanes 
 

The South Asian Research Group will present a panel on 'Democracy, Violence and the State in South Asia' 
on November 22. In light of recent political turbulence across South Asia, this panel is an attempt to bring 
together all those concerned with fundamental issues of democracy and human development. 
 
Themes for discussion and debate include: anti-imperial struggles and foreign interventions; NGOs and 
political parties; religious fundamentalism and secularism; market autocracy and peoples democracy; and 
resistance and state-sponsored violence. For more information, contact SARG at nishantu@yorku.ca. 
  
 

Upcoming Event: Toronto's gala fundraiser for Critical Art Ensemble founder 
Steven Kurtz 

23 November 2007  *  6 pm  *  Spin Galley at 1100 Queen Street West  *  Toronto 
 
Help support artistic freedom. Canadian supporters of Steven Kurtz are holding a gala fundraiser to benefit 
his defence fund. The keynote speaker is award-winning author Naomi Klein who will speak from her newest 
book, The Shock Doctrine: the Rise of Disaster Capitalism.  
 
Doors open at 6 pm and the keynote speech begin at 7 pm. There will be an art auction at 8 pm. Tickets are 
available for $80 or $85 at the door. Visit www.aspacegallery.org/events.html to purchase tickets or for more 
information. 
 
Kurtz is the founder of the internationally respected art group Critical Art Ensemble. Through a series of 
circumstance that began with a 911 call to report the death of his wife from congenital heart failure, this Art 
professor at SUNY Buffalo was detained under anti-terrorism legislation and now has been indicted on 
federal criminal mail and wire fraud charges. For more about Kurtz's case, please visit 
www.caedefensefund.org/faq.html  
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Upcoming Event: Spinning Wheel Film Festival 
Nov. 23 to 25, 2007 * Isabel Bader Theatre  *  93 Charles St. West  *  Toronto 

 
 The Spinning Wheel Film Festival has cultivated an event that represents the 
diverse talent within the Sikh community through music, photography and film. 
In its fifth year, 25 films are being showcased, including 'A Dream in Doubt' 
(Tami Yeager), 'From Behind the Barracade' (Tapan Kumar Bose) and 'One 
Light' (Angad Singh).  
 
The three-day festival pass for adults is $125 and $100 for students and 
seniors. 
 
This year, the festival is proud to showcase “A Century of Sikh Photographs 
(1847-1947),” an exhibition that visually narrates the life and times of the 
Panth from the Sikh Raj to the Sikh Diaspora. The festival will also celebrate 
South Asian culture through classical and folk musical pieces inspired by the 

Sikh Gurus and literary works. The Spinning Wheel Film Festival also presents a dialogue piece on 
preserving Sikh heritage and a discussion panel on documentary films. 
 
For more information, including film details or to order festival passes, telephone 416-879-SPIN (7746) or 
visit www.swfftoronto.com/   
  
 
Upcoming Event: Geographical wage differences for agricultural labourers: Does 
culture matter? with Dr Mohanakumar S. 

Monday, November 26  *  2:30 pm  *  270 York Lanes, Room B  *  York University 
 
The York Graduate Program in Geography and YCAR hope you will join us on Monday, November 26 for a 
seminar by Visiting Scholar Dr Mohanakumar S. At York for his post-doctoral program, Mohanakumar will 
present on 'Geographical wage differences for Agricultural Labourers: Does culture matter?' 
 
From Kerala, India, Mohanakumar is a social scientist at the Economic Research Division of Rubber 
Research Institute of India, one of the premier agricultural research institutes in the country. He holds a PhD 
in Economics and specializes in the political economy of agricultural development and labour. For the last 
few years, he has been researching the impact of neo-liberalism in third world economies with special 
reference to India. 
 
For more information, please contact YCAR at ycar@yorku.ca  
 
 
Upcoming Event: Rare opportunity to hear testimonies of WWII Comfort Women  
Monday, November 26  *  2 to 5:30 pm  *  Room 3154 Medical Sciences Building, 1 King's College Circle  *  

University of Toronto 
 
The Association for Learning and Preserving the History of WWII in Asia (ALPHA), Toronto Chapter, is 
holding an Educator and Student Session of the 'Comfort women' visit to Toronto. The group is offering this 
rare opportunity to hear the testimonies of these survivors of the sex-slavery system used by the Japanese 
Imperial Army during WWII. There are an estimated 200,000 women of various ethnic backgrounds 
including Chinese, Korean, Filipino, Indonesian, Taiwanese and Dutch who were abused in hundreds of 
military brothels. 
 
For more information or to register, please contact Jeffrey Lam at jeffrey.lam@torontoalpha.org or 416 347 
2282 or Gordon Lam at gordon.lam@torontoalpha.org   
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Back to the Future? Bush, Clinton, and American Policy toward North Korea 
Thursday, Nov. 29, 2007  *  12 to 2 pm  *  Room 14087, Robarts Library, 130 St. George Street 

 
Bruce Cumings (History, university of Chicago) will be speaking at Robarts 
Library on Bush, Clinton, and American Policy toward North Korea.  
 
The continuing activities of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea in North 
East Asia have presented successive American Administrations with an 
extremely complex problem that has had many repercussions. In addition, the 
issue has complicated US relations with South Korea, Japan and China, driving 
wedges between linkages of long standing. The acquisition of nuclear devices 
and missiles by the DPRK has exacerbated American policies towards the 
DPRK, a small, poverty-stricken nation of 22 million people.  
 
Prof. Cumings is an expert on North Korea and is the author of a number of publications on the subject, 
including the two-volume publication The Origin of the Korean War. 
 
A light lunch will be provided for those who register in advance. To register online, please visit 
http://webapp.mcis.utoronto.ca/EventDetails.aspx?eventid=5431  
 
 

Upcoming Event: Fieldwork in the Global South: Methods, Ethics and Activism  
Fri. Nov. 30  *  10am to 4 pm  *  305 Founders College  *  York University 

 
The University Consortium on the Global South (UCGS) invites all those interested to participate in a full-day 
seminar on the varied realities and challenges faced by researchers working in the Global South. This 
seminar will seek to provide faculty, students, NGOs, researchers and activists a space within which to 
discuss the adequacy and relevance of prevailing methodological approaches and ethical guidelines for 
research in the Global South. 
 
The seminar will also will provide participants with an opportunity to share fieldwork experiences and 
practices, as well as advance proposals for improvements in the ways practitioners and their institutional 
affiliates and partners approach the dilemmas of fieldwork-related issues and the broader engagements with 
researchers and peoples in the Global South. 
 
We particularly encourage all those who have conducted, are conducting, or plan to conduct research in the 
Global South (including Global South populations in Canada) to attend and participate in this unique space 
for critical reflection and the sharing of experiences and ideas. For more information or to receive a copy of 
the programme, please contact Tim Clark (tdclark@yorku.ca).  
 
 
 
Call for Papers: Between State and Society: Local-Level Politics in Southeast Asia 
PhD workshop 
Outgoing YCAR Director Peter Vandergeest will be one of the invited speakers at the PhD workshop being 
hosted by the Graduate School of International Development Studies, Roskilde University in Denmark. The 
workshop will run from May 6 to 9, 2008. It is open to all PhD-students, with a maximum of 20 participants.   
 
This PhD-researcher course aims to train the participants in analyzing questions and appraise different 
approaches to studying local-level politics with a geographic focus on Southeast Asia. This will be done 
through discussions of concepts, theories and methodological aspects. The methodological aspects of how 
we actually investigate the questions of property and access are a core element of this workshop. We 
expect discussions to deal with a variety of issues such as analytical frameworks of local politics; political 
economy vs. historical sociology; domination or negotiation; government, governance, and governmentality; 
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and clash of institutions or friction in local politics. 
 
Other invited speakers and resource persons include: James Scott, Yale; Franz von Benda-Beckmann, Max 
Planck Institute; Tania Murray Li, University of Toronto; Anna Tsing, University of California (TBC); Jan 
Breman, University of Amsterdam; and Reed Wadley, University of Missouri-Columbia (TBC) 
 
The workshop will be structured around three elements: 1) Plenary lectures by the invited speakers; 2) 
Presentation of PhD papers; and 3) Presentation of classic texts.   
 
For more information or to submit an application, please email inge@ruc.dk. The deadline for applications is 
1 December 2007. Please include an abstract of a maximum of 500 words for the PhD paper. Participants 
will be selected on the basis of their abstract, as themes are expected to relate to the overall theme of this 
workshop. Notice of acceptance will be sent by 20 December 2007 and the deadline for the PhD paper 
(6000 word maximum) is 1 March 2008.   
 
 
Previously-posted Call for Papers: 
 
* Asian Studies Conference, Rikkyo University, Japan (25 November) 
For more information: www.meijigakuin.ac.jp/~ascj/ or watson@k.meijigakuin.ac.jp. 
 
* Cinema South Asia conference (30 November 2007) 
For more information, please visit: www.southasiacenter.upenn.edu/
  
* Between State and Society: Local-Level Politics in Southeast Asia PhD workshop, Roskilde 
University in Denmark (1 December) 
For more information: pvander@yorku.ca or inge@ruc.dk or Nov. 2 issue of YCAR Update
 
* The Global South and Internationalization, York University (3 December 2007) 
For more information: cirving@yorku.ca or Nov. 2 issue of YCAR Update
  
* Eighth Annual East Asian Studies Graduate Conference at the University of Toronto (21 December 
2007) 
Submissions and questions can be sent to eas.conference.2008@gmail.com or by visiting the conference 
website, www.chass.utoronto.ca/easgsc. 
 
* South East Asia Geography Association International Conference (21 January 2008) 
 For more information, visit http://seaga2008.googlepages.com
 
* Perspectives on South Asian Women’s Writing (30 January 2008) 
All correspondence pertaining to the Special Topic issue should be addressed to the Guest Co-editors: 
Feroza Jussawalla (fjussawa@unm.edu) or Deborah Weagel (dweagel@unm.edu). Inquiries regarding book 
reviews should be addressed to Professor P. S. Chauhan (chauhanp@arcadia.edu). 
 
* The International Society for the Comparative Study of Civilizations (ISCSC) 47th ISCSC World 
Conference, University of New Brunswick (1 March 2008) 
For more information: www.ISCSC.net or ISCSCabstracts@yahoo.com or rduchesn@unbsj.ca  
 
* Traveling People, Traveling Texts: Mobilizing Asian Literature and Film in a Comparative and 
Global Context, Long Beach, California 
For more information: www.acla.org/acla2008/?page_id=5>http://www.acla.org/acla2008/?page_id=5  
 
 

York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR) To comment or for more information, contact ycar@yorku.ca   
Ste. 270 York Lanes, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3.  
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