
Issue 83, Friday, May 18, 2007 

York Centre for Asian Research Updates 

 
In this Issue… 
 
YCAR News * Join YCAR in promoting, creating community around China Studies 

  * YCAR member awarded grant, fellowship to study livelihood and landscape 
in Northern Thailand  
 
* Vandergeest receives SSHRCC grant to study effects and effectiveness of 
environmental certification for farmed salmon and shrimp 

  * Graduate fieldwork funding awarded 

YCAR Members * Stainton shares story of the Canadian “poster boy of Taiwanese 
nationalism” 

Awards * Prestigious anthropology grant will fund doctoral fieldwork in India 

  * Sita goes to Starbucks honoured as best research project 

Call for Applications * The 2008-09 India Studies Fellowship competition 

 * Students for Development Program 

Upcoming Events * In Search of Justice in Indonesia: Justice for Munir is Justice for All, 
memorial and fundraising dinner (May 26, 2007) Tickets available at YCAR 

 * Hong Kong in 2007: A Prospective Retrospective (May 26, 2007) 

 * Mongolia: Seen and Heard  (May 29, 2007) 

Publications * Vivienne Poy and Alvyn Austin books available at YCAR 

  
 

 
YCAR News: Join YCAR in promoting, creating community around China Studies 
 
York University has been hiring many new faculty whose research touches on China or Chinese diaspora. 
At the same time, there is often little opportunity for scholars in diverse disciplines to get to know each 
other around this common interest.  
 
The York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR), would like to invite faculty and graduate students whose 
work encompasses China studies to a meeting on Thursday, May 24, 2:00 pm, 270B York Lanes.  
 
The purpose is to get to know each other, to talk about how York University might better present our 
strengths in China studies, how we might profile your work in China, and what kinds of future activities 
YCAR might support. 
 
YCAR aims to provide an academic community for scholars who identify with Asian studies. At the same 
time, YCAR encompasses a wide range of research interests in a very vast region. To address this, we 
are working on creating clusters of interest, based on our sense of where there are significant numbers of 
faculty with overlapping interests. YCAR can support this through help with organizing events, creating a 
website, and running a small listserv. China Studies is one of these clusters. Currently, there are also 
clusters around (Re)making Governance, Political Ecology and Missionary Studies. 
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If you cannot make it to the meeting next Thursday, we would also be interested in hearing whether: 
• You might want to attend future meetings or events 
• Be included on a listserv (we will be careful to limit the number and type of messages) 
• Join YCAR and/or have your research, teaching, and other China Studies activities profiled on 

our China cluster website (sometimes simply through a link to your website) 
• Participate in organizing activities. 

 
Contact Alicia (ycar@yorku.ca), YCAR’s coordinator, indicating whether you can attend the meeting, or 
would like to be included in any of the above activities. 
 
YCAR News: YCAR member awarded grant, fellowship to study livelihood and 
landscape in northern Thailand 

 
Robin Roth, a YCAR member and faculty in the Department of Geography, 
has been awarded a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada (SSHRCC) Standard Grant for her project, Reorganizing Livelihood 
and Landscape: Household and Community Responses to Protected Area 
Establishment. 
 
It is her first external grant as a faculty member and it will fund her project for 
three years. YCAR will administer the funding.  

 
Dr Roth’s project investigates the 'dual-turn' towards markets in regions experiencing conservation and 
livelihood pressure. Research will be conducted in Northern Thailand, where the expansion of protected 
areas has resulted in the reduction of agricultural land for highland communities. Farmers are responding 
by intensifying their market activities while government and non-government agencies are promoting 
greater market integration. Meanwhile, conservation agencies and organizations are promoting eco-
tourism, handicraft sales and high value crops in the hopes that such income will make extraction of 
forest resources less attractive.  
 
Her project will investigate the multiple pathways taken by rural people as they intensify their interaction 
with the market as well as explore the implications of such intensification for market-oriented conservation 
and development initiatives. 
 
Dr Roth also received a Faculty of Arts Research Fellowship for the 2007-08 school year, which relieves 
her from teaching and service duties. She will be relocating to Thailand for much of the fellowship to 
conduct research and work on a book manuscript.  
 
YCAR News: Vandergeest receives SSHRCC grant to study effects and 
effectiveness of environmental certification for farmed salmon and shrimp   
 

Peter Vandergeest and a team of researchers, including Derek Hall (Associate 
Professor, Wilfred Laurier University) and Mike Skladany (Institute for 
Agriculture and Trade Policy, USA), recently received a Social Sciences and 
Research Council of Canada (SSHRCC) grant to study the privatization of 
environmental regulation. The multi-site research study will focus on effects 
and effectiveness of environmental certification for farmed salmon and shrimp.  
  

The current proliferation of environmental certification institutions is being driven both by environmental 
groups, who have increasingly turned to campaigns urging consumers to buy only products that are 
certified as sustainable or socially-just, and by industry actors, who compete for market share through 
promoting green or organic as desirable qualities linked to safety and health.  
 
This kind of privatization of environmental governance, however, raises a host of pressing issues for 
which there are currently no clear answers. Does certification enhance democratization through 
mechanisms for including civil society groups, or does it compromise democratic processes by sidelining 
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representative state institutions and/or less powerful groups like the rural communities who are affected 
by these industries? Does it lead to industry consolidation through the elimination of smaller enterprises 
that cannot meet the requirements of certification? How effective are these private or NGO-industrial 
schemes in ensuring reduced environmental impacts?   
 
Industrially-farmed shrimp and salmon are ideal commodities for studying these 
new regulatory practices for several reasons, says Vandergeest. First, they are 
high value, highly contested commodities. Second, major buyers are committing 
to buying only certified aquaculture products, and finally because NGO and 
popular movements are currently contesting the way that emerging northern-
based certification regimes marginalize affected communities from setting and 
monitoring standards for what constitutes sustainable or socially-just. 
 
For more information about the study, please contact Peter Vandergeest (pvander@yorku.ca) 
 
YCAR News: Graduate fieldwork funding awarded 

 
Five York University graduate students recently received funding for fieldwork 
through the Challenges of the Agrarian Transition in Southeast Asia project 
(ChATSEA) -- a large-scale research project envisioned to investigate and 
explain current process of social and environmental change in Southeast Asia. 
 
Philip Dias, Sai Latt, Thant Thuzar, Adam Lukasiewicz (Situating migration, 
gender and class in the context of the agrarian transition of the Philippines) 

and Shannon Arnold (Seaweed farming as an 'alternative' livelihood in the Philippines) were the lucky 
recipients.   
 
The project’s co-investigators, Philip Kelly and Peter Vandergeest, are also YCAR members. ChATSEA is 
sponsored under the Major Collaborative Research Initiatives (MCRI) of the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRCC). Project partners include: University of Montreal, 
York University, University of Laval, McGill University, University of Toronto, University of Waterloo, Trent 
University, University of British Columbia. ChATSEA began in 2005 and will run through 2010.  
  

 
 
YCAR Members: Stainton shares story of the Canadian “poster boy of Taiwanese 
nationalism” 

 
 YCAR research associate Michael Stainton had a taste of the television 
spotlight when OMNI Television interviewed him earlier this week.  
 
The interview material was used for a short spot during Chinese programming 
on May 16 to promote the panel discussion and documentary screening, The 
Human Connection: Canada, Taiwan, & George L. Mackay. It was held on May 
17 at the University of Toronto’s Munk Centre. 
 

The documentary, The Black Bearded Barbarian of Taiwan, tells the story of George Leslie Mackay, 
among the best-known Westerners to have lived in Taiwan and one of that country’s national heroes. In 
1871, Mackay was the first Presbyterian missionary to be commissioned to northern Taiwan. That year, 
he began an itinerant dentistry practice amongst the lowland aborigines, and later established churches, 
schools and a hospital practicing Western biomedicine. He learned to speak the vernacular Taiwanese 
fluently. In 1895, he published From Far Formosa: The island, its people and missions. His memory lived 
on and in the 1990s, the Taipei Times called him a “poster boy for Taiwanese nationalism.”  
  
The documentary was paid for by OMNI Television and premiered last fall. Stainton, a former missionary 
in Taiwan for 11 years, was a consultant and translator for the film’s production in Taiwan in 2005.  
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The viewing was followed by a panel discussion, which included individuals from diverse backgrounds but 
who all agreed on Mackay’s dedication, charisma, his role in helping to form Taiwan’s identity and his 
legacy as a great Canadian.  
 
Panelists included:  
* Michael Stainton: also co-founder of the Canadian Mackay Committee 
* Susan Papp: the documentary’s producer 
* John E Geddes: Presbyterian missionary for 44 years in Taiwan  
* Ernie Hardeman: Member of Provincial Parliament from Oxford, Ontario -- Mackay’s home county 
  
The event was co-sponsored by the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Toronto. 
 

 
 
Awards: Prestigious anthropology grant will fund doctoral fieldwork in India  

 
Radhika Johari is this year’s winner of the prestigious Dissertation Fieldwork Grant from 
the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research based in New York.  
 
Wenner-Gren is a private foundation that supports worldwide research in all branches of 
anthropology and related disciplines with the goals of supporting significant and 
innovative anthropological research into humanity’s biological and cultural origins, 
development, and variation; and to foster the creation of an international community of 

research scholars in anthropology. 
  
The award will support her ongoing doctoral research on Endangered Forests and Enterprising Women: 
The Politics of Conservation and Livelihoods Development Program in Himachal Pradesh, India.  
 
Her research entails a comparative study of donor-funded programs to promote forest conservation and 
sustainable livelihoods for poor and low caste women, which have been implemented by state as well as 
non-state agencies in different parts of this mountainous Indian state.  
 
Using a variety of ethnographic and textual research methods, Johari is examining the sites, pathways, 
discourses, and processes through which particular forms of knowledge and agency are being generated 
at the interface of forestry and livelihoods development policies, programs, and markets for forest 
products.  
 
“A central focus of my research is to examine how market-led models of enterprise development articulate 
in practice with historically layered discourses and institutional processes of environmental regulation and 
protection, and how, in turn, they are contested or appropriated by socially diverse stakeholders within 
these programs,” she said.  
  
Building on her current academic work and previous professional experience, Johari hopes to continue 
her engagement with international research and policy in environment and development in and beyond 
South Asia. 
 
Awards: Sita goes to Starbucks honoured as best research project 
 
Tina Virmani has been awarded the Douglas Verney MA Prize for 2005-06. The award is given out 
annually to the best major research paper submitted by a Master’s student in the graduate program in 
Political Science. 
 
Virmani’s paper, Sita goes to Starbucks: An essay on Globalization, the Hindu Right and Gender in the 
Constitution of the "New Indian Middle Class, examines the re-constitution of the middle class in the 
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context of the shift from a developmental to a neo-liberal state, and from a secular 
nationalism to one that is articulated as religious, particularly as the Hindu Right Wing 
gained prominence over the 1990s. 

Her historically nuanced approach reveals visible contradictions between the rhetoric and 
reality of the secular developmental state and situates this social class within a history of 
attempts to construct a legitimate national community in terms of Hindu 
majority/superiority and also within narratives of progress in a postcolonial context, thus 

illustrating how processes of globalization are making increasingly visible the positioning of the middle 
class/upper caste Hindu as normative citizen-subject.  

She also argues that the discourses of empowerment for middle class women serve as an important 
social and political resource in middle class/upper caste imaginings of the nation, both historically and in 
the current context. The changing configuration of patriarchy shows that while gender relations within the 
middle class are perceived to be equalizing, exclusions along caste, class and religious lines are 
strengthened. 
 
Virmani is currently a doctoral student in Political Science at York. She is also the winner of the 2005 
Canadian Women’s Studies Association graduate essay competition with her paper on Gender, 
Nationalism, and the Regulation of Globalization in India. 
 

 
 
Call for Applications:  The 2008-09 India Studies Fellowship competition 
 
The Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute is calling for applications for its 2008-2009 India Studies Fellowship 
Competition. Canadian scholars, librarians, graduate students and artists are invited to apply for 
research, training or study in India during the 2008-2009 academic year.  

Research areas sponsored by the Institute include the social sciences, humanities, law, business, 
economic reform, globalization, information management, science and technology, biotechnology and 
agriculture.  

The fellowship is part of the India Studies programme, designed to promote understanding of India in 
Canada. In the past 35 years, fellowships were awarded to 800 Canadian faculty members, researchers 
and students to further their study of India and Indian languages. The Department of Secondary 
Education and Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India 
provides programme funding.   
 
For more information, visit the Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute website, email (sici@ucalgary.ca) or 
telephone (403) 220 7467. This year’s deadline is June 8. 
 
Call for Applications: Students for Development Program 
Great opportunity for students and faculty working with students who have an interest in 
development studies in Asia 
 
The Students for Development Program is a Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)-funded 
program that allows senior-level students to conduct a three-month long governance-focused internship in 
a developing country. This could be an excellent opportunity for Graduate Diploma in Asian Studies 
(GDAS) students to fulfill the diploma’s fieldwork requirements. It is open to both Master’s level and PhD 
students. 
 
A total of 138 internships will be funded in 2007. Presently, 54 Fall internships remain to be filled. The 
Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) is also looking to collect at least 10 extra Fall 
internship proposals which will be kept as "backups" in case of cancellations and/or refusals by the 
selection committee or CIDA. 

 5

http://www.sici.org/shastri/english.htm.
http://www.sici.org/shastri/english/indiastudies.htm
mailto:sici@ucalgary.ca


Issue 83, Friday, May 18, 2007 

  
The program guidelines and application form are available online and interested graduate students 
should submit a completed electronic application to Adrian Shubert (ashubert@yorku.ca) by June 1, 
2007. Students cannot submit proposals directly to AUCC.   
 

 
 
Upcoming Events: In Search of Justice in Indonesia: Justice for Munir is Justice 
for All, memorial and fundraising dinner 

Saturday, May 26  * 4 to 9 p.m.  *  OISE, University of Toronto  *   7th Floor Peace Lounge  *  252 Bloor 
Street West  (at St. George Subway Station) 

 
TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT YCAR for this event 

  
YCAR is co-sponsoring a Canadians Committed to Ethnic Voice in Indonesia 
(CCEVI) memorial and fundraising dinner. The event is in support of the campaign 
for justice for Munir Said Thalib and for all victims of human rights violations in 
Indonesia. Munir was Indonesia’s leading human rights defender before he was 
murdered in 2004. To date, no one has been held accountable for his death. 
   
The Memorial (4 to 6 p.m) will feature presentations by Indonesian Human Rights 
Defenders Suciwati & Usman Hamid. Suciwati is a labour and human rights 
activist, and widow of Munir. Despite threats to her life, she has lobbied officials at 

home and abroad for a just resolution to her husband’s murder. In November 2005, Time magazine's 
Asian edition named Suciwati one its Asian Heroes. Usman Hamid is the coordinator of Kontras-Jakarta, 
a leading Indonesian human rights organization founded by Munir.  Usman was a member of the Fact-
Finding Team created by President Yudhoyono to look into Munir's death, and is coordinating the ongoing 
campaign in search of justice for Munir.  
 
A fundraising dinner with Indonesian Food will run from 6 to 9 p.m. Tickets are $10-20 (sliding scale). 
Some tickets will be available for sale at YCAR. For more information, contact CCEVI at 
ccevi@hotmail.com or 416 977 9871  
  
Other sponsors include: Transformative Learning Centre, OISE/U of T; The Munk Centre for International 
Studies, U of T; Asian Solidarity Network of Toronto (ASNT). 
Canadians Committed to Ethnic Voice in Indonesia (CCEVI) is a registered, non-profit organization 
formed in 1998. Its members consist of concerned individuals, local and national groups, committed to 
end the ethno-racial and faith-motivated persecution and discrimination in Indonesia.  
 
 
Upcoming Events: Hong Kong in 2007: A Prospective Retrospective   

Saturday, May 26  *  8:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.  *  Vivian and David Campbell Conference Facility  *  Munk 
Centre for International Studies  *  1 Devonshire Place, South House  * Toronto 

 
The conference, co-sponsored by YCAR, is being held in celebration of the 10th 
Anniversary of the establishment of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
(SAR). Register online at www.utoronto.ca/ai
 
There will be two panels and two roundtable events: 
Panel I: Political Development in Hong Kong since 1997 
Panel II: Implications of Social and Economic Change in Hong Kong 
Roundtable I: Linking Canada and Hong Kong 
Roundtable II: Revisiting Greater China  

 
 

 6

http://www.aucc.ca/programs/intprograms/sfd/sfd_2007_e.html
mailto:ashubert@yorku.ca
http://www.ccevi.org/
mailto:http://www.kontras.org
http://www.utoronto.ca/ai


Issue 83, Friday, May 18, 2007 

The event is sponsored by: Asian Institute, the Munk Centre; Richard Charles Lee Canada Hong Kong 
Library; and the SAR of Hong Kong. 
 
 
Upcoming Events: Mongolia: Seen and Heard   

Tuesday, May 29, 2007  *  6 to 8:30 p.m.  *  The Bata Shoe Museum  *  327 Bloor Street West (at St. 
George)  *  Toronto 

  
The Mongolia: Seen and Heard event will include a reception with guest 
speakers, a photograph display and a lecture “Mongolia: the Silk Road in the Felt 
Belt” (U of T’s Professor Michael Gervers, Central and Inner Asia Studies). The 
evening will end with a Q & A session moderated by Senator Vivienne Poy and a 
gallery visit.  
 
Tickets are $15 (free to Bata Shoe Museum members) and available from 
Catherine before May 24 at 416 979 7799 x 240.  
 
The event is presented by: The Bata Shoes Museum; Asian Heritage Month-
Canadian Foundation for Asian Culture (Central Ontario) Inc.; and Central and 
Inner Asian Studies, University of Toronto. YCAR is a sponsor of Asian Heritage 
Month events, including Mongolia: Seen and Heard. 

 
 

 
Publications: Vivienne Poy and Alvyn Austin books available at YCAR 

 
Profit, Victory and Sharpness–The Lees of Hong Kong by Vivienne Poy (CA$ 20 + 
taxes).  
This book features the biographies of Lee Hysin and his son Richard Charles Lee Ming 
Chak, Poy’s father. The Lees are one of the most eminent families in Hong Kong, 
distinguished by their phenomenal success in business and their contributions to public 
service. The book is part of the Hong Kong Life Stories No. 4 of the Canada and Hong 
Kong Project co-directed by Dr. Bernard Luk, York Professor of History, with YCAR 
and Hong Kong Institute of Education as co-publishers. All proceeds support the 
Vivienne Poy Asian Research Award.  
  

 
China’s Millions: The China Inland Mission and Late Qing Society 1832-1905 by Alvin 
Austin (CA$ 40)  
Banner-carrying Salvation Army marchers, stone-silent Quakers, jumpy Midwestern 
revivalists, and Prayer-book Anglicans all made up the mixed multitude sent to the 
Middle Kingdom by the China Inland Mission (CIM) in the nineteenth century.  
 
Veteran historian Alvyn Austin crafts a compelling narrative of the sprawling history of 
the China Inland Mission and introduces readers to a remarkable array of sights, from 
the visionary, charismatic sect-leader Pastor Hsi, to the "wordless book," a missionary 
teaching device that fit perfectly with Chinese color cosmology, to the opium-soaked 

aftermath of the North China Famine of 1877–79. It is the story of a Chinese and Western past, and the 
strange yet hopeful result of two cultures colliding.  
 
Contact the YCAR Coordinator (ycar@yorku.ca) for more information or to purchase either publication.  

 
 

York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR). For comment and information, contact ycar@yorku.ca. 
Ste. 270 York Lanes, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3.
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