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YCAR News: Congratulations to Penny Van Esterik, winner of CASCA’s 2007 
Weaver-Tremblay Award 

 
YCAR member Dr Penny Van Esterik has been awarded the 2007 Weaver-
Tremblay Award, presented by the Canadian Anthropology Society (CCASA).   
 
The award reflects a lifetime of scholarly contributions and most importantly, the 
application of her research towards sustained action and change in the Canadian 
and international arenas, both as an advocacy anthropologist and in her 
extraordinary contribution to the fields of nutritional and gender/feminist 
anthropology. 
 

The award was presented May 10 during the CASCA conference, Indigeneities and Cosmopolitanisms, 
held at the University of Toronto.  
 
Dr Van Esterik’s research interests are focused in Southeast Asia (Thailand, Lao PDR and Indonesia) but 
she has also worked on projects in Africa, Latin America and North America. Currently, she is examining 
questions around food and globalization in Lao PDR and elsewhere. In addition, she has longstanding 
interests in anthropological approaches to advocacy communication, particularly around risk and infant 
feeding. In May 2006, Dr. Van Esterik’s hosted a conference at York University on Gender, Child Survival 
and HIV/AIDS: From Evidence to Policy. 
  
The Weaver-Tremblay Award was established in 1992 and named for Marc-Adélard Tremblay and Sally 
Weaver, distinguished anthropologists who were instrumental in founding CASCA. Previous winners 
include Elvi Whittaker (2004), Herman Konrad (2005, posthumously), and Richard Preston (2006). 
 
For more information about Dr Van Esterik’s work, visit her York University website. 
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YCAR News: YCAR welcomes new coordinator 
Alicia Filipowich joined YCAR as its new coordinator on May 1. She replaces Rhoda Reyes, who has held 
the position since 2004 and is now the Research Officer for the Faculty of Environmental Studies. 
 
Alicia has her MSc from the University of Oxford (St. Antony’s College) and completed her Specialized 
Honours degree at York University (Glendon College). She comes to YCAR with experience as a 
journalist and worked previously as Communications Coordinator for Journalists for Human Rights, a 
Canadian non-governmental organization based in Toronto. Alicia also had the opportunity to intern at the 
World Health Organization in Switzerland and worked for six months with the Fiji Arts Council in Suva, Fiji 
Islands.  
 
Alicia thanks everyone for the warm welcome she has received and looks forward to meeting and working 
with the YCAR family in the future.   
 
YCAR News: YCAR adds new dimension to research 
Beginning in May, YCAR’s Director Dr Peter Vandergeest will be working to form clusters around interests 
that YCAR members and Asian Studies scholars have in common.  
 
Earlier this month, interested individuals met to discuss forming a network of scholars interested in Asian 
Missionary studies. General meetings are also being held in May to form Governance (defined broadly), 
China and Political Ecology clusters.   
 
If you are interested in becoming involved or have ideas for additional clusters, please contact Dr 
Vandergeest (pvander@yorku.ca) or the YCAR Coordinator (ycar@yorku.ca) 
 

 
 
Awards: YCAR student awards  
In the 2006-2007 academic year, YCAR offered three awards, including two new awards, to graduate 
students involved in the Graduate Diploma for Asian Studies (GDAS) offered by the York Centre for Asian 
Research (YCAR).  
 
The winners were announced earlier this spring. 

 
Albert C.W. Chan Foundation Fellowship: The 2006 award recipient is 
Terry Boyd-Zhang, a MA Candidate with the Department of Humanities at 
York, whose research focuses on Ancient Melodies, a book by modern 
Chinese writer Ling Shushua. Boyd-Zhang plans to do a comparative study 
of the introductions included in the 1953, 1969, and 1988 English editions 
of the book to the 1991, 2003 and 2006 editions published in Mainland 
China.  

 
The Fellowship was established by the Albert C.W. Chan Foundation to encourage and assist York 
University graduate students to conduct field research in East and/or Southeast Asia. 

 
David Wurfel Award: Shannon Arnold, a Master’s student in the York 
Faculty of Environmental Studies, is the first recipient of the David Wurfel 
Award. Arnold is studying the Political Ecology of Industrial Aquaculture, 
with a focus on the global context for, and the local consequences of, 
seaweed cultivation in the Philippines. This booming cash crop has not 
yet been subject to analysis in terms of consequences for livelihoods, 
gender divisions of labour and access to resources. She is also 
researching the commodity chain of carrageenan, the gelling agent that is 
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extracted from seaweed and exported for use in processed foods. Arnold’s research will provide an 
important assessment of the costs and benefits of seaweed cultivation as a development strategy.  
 
The Award was established in 2006 by Senior YCAR Research Associate Dr. David Wurfel, a Philippine 
specialist who received his PhD from Cornell University's Southeast Asia Program. He wanted to 
contribute to the emergence of a new generation of Filipino leadership that is grounded in the Philippine’s 
history, culture and public affairs.   
 

 
YCAR Language Award: The 2006-2007 academic year was also the first year for 
the YCAR Language Award. It was created to support graduate students in fulfilling 
the language requirement for Graduate Diploma in Asian Studies (GDAS). Adam 
Lukasiewicz and Shannon Arnold are this year’s recipients. Their language training 
in Tagalog while in the Philippines this summer will facilitate their fieldwork. 
 
Lukasiewicz’s area of interest is geography and his research is on altered gender 
relations within households, specifically the potential of migrant female members to 
challenge traditional divisions of labour and entrenched notions of masculine and 
feminine roles within family structures. Through his research, Lukasiewicz intends 
to establish the significance of human migration in the process of agrarian 

transition through remittances, and specifically these remittances’ potential in transforming conceptions of 
gender and class. Arnold is doing Master’s level research with the Environmental Studies faculty at York 
University. 
 
Awards: New YCAR award for GDAS students in 2007-08 

Thanks to the generosity of Senator Vivienne Poy, YCAR will be offering a fourth 
award for the 2007-2008 academic year. The award will help support graduate 
students in fulfilling the fieldwork requirements of the graduate diploma.   
 
The Vivienne Poy Asian Research Award is funded by Poy, the first Canadian of 
Asian descent to be appointed to the Senate of Canada. Proceeds from the sale of her 
book, Profit, Victory and Sharpness – The Lees of Hong Kong, will fund the award.  
 
Further details about the Award will be forthcoming. 
 

 
 
Call for Applications:  The 2008-09 India Studies Fellowship competition 
The Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute is calling for applications for its 2008-2009 India Studies Fellowship 
Competition. Canadian scholars, librarians, graduate students and artists are invited to apply for 
research, training or study in India during the 2008-2009 academic year.  

Research areas sponsored by the Institute include the social sciences, humanities, law, business, 
economic reform, globalization, information management, science and technology, biotechnology and 
agriculture.  

The fellowship is part of the India Studies programme, designed to promote understanding of India in 
Canada. In the past 35 years, fellowships were awarded to 800 Canadian faculty members, researchers 
and students to further their study of India and Indian languages. The Department of Secondary 
Education and Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India 
provides programme funding.   
 
For more information, visit the Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute website, email (sici@ucalgary.ca) or 
telephone (403) 220 7467. 
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Call for Applications: Students for Development Program 
Great opportunity for students and faculty working with students who have an interest in 
development studies in Asia 
The Students for Development Program is a Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)-funded 
program that allows senior-level students to conduct a three-month long governance-focused internship in 
a developing country. This could be an excellent opportunity for Graduate Diploma in Asian Studies 
(GDAS) students to fulfill the diploma’s fieldwork requirements. It is open to both Master’s level and PhD 
students. 
 
A total of 138 internships will be funded in 2007. Presently, 54 Fall internships remain to be filled. The 
Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) is also looking to collect at least 10 extra Fall 
internship proposals which will be kept as "backups" in case of cancellations and/or refusals by the 
selection committee or CIDA. 
  
The program guidelines and application form are available online and interested graduate students 
should submit a completed electronic application to Adrian Shubert (ashubert@yorku.ca) by June 1, 
2007. Students cannot submit proposals directly to AUCC.   
 

 
 

YCAR Events: YCAR talk launches long-awaited 
magnum opus 
On May 3, YCAR held a special event to launch the new book by 
historian and friend of YCAR, Dr. Alvyn Austin. He spoke to a large 
crowd about China’s Millions: The China Inland Mission and Late Qing 
Society 1832-1905.  
   
An engaging speaker, Dr Austin introduced the audience to an 
international world of characters in Britain and China: pre-millenarian 

dispensationalists, opium addicts, ranters, Buddhist sectarians, and the contradictory visionary who mixed 
them all together -- Hudson Taylor, the founder of the China Inland Mission (CIM).  
 
One of the most memorable of these characters was Pastor Hsi, a Tao sectarian opium addict who 
brought Taylor 200 converts a day. Later in his career, God appeared to Hsi and gave him cure for opium 
addiction. The hospices that were later set up and supported by Taylor’s 
organization treated over 300 000 opium addicts with, ironically, 
morphine, an opium derivative.  
 
The result of time, place and circumstance, said Dr Austin, “created an 
“indigenous Chinese evangelical tradition.”  
 
Dr. Austin explained that the gospel of CIM was designed to appeal to 
the highest intellectual echelons as well as the illiterate opium addicts.  
This meant creating a “unique” Christianity based in simple theology instead of emphasizing conversion 
or adhesion. He explained how devices, such as the “Wordless Book” were used to overcome the 
language barrier. Christianity was represented by symbols, in this case, colours. The black page, for 
example, represented sin and there was a progression to the final page, which was white and 
represented heaven.  
 
Dr Austin is the son of CIM missionaries and this book represents a lifetime of research on the China 
Inland Mission. Dr Austin is also author of Saving China: Canadian missionaries in the Middle Kingdom, 
1888-1959 and the co-author of Canadian Missionaries, Indigenous Peoples: Representing Religion at 
Home and Abroad. 
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Upcoming Events: The Exploitation of the Landscape of Central and Inner Asia: 
Past , Present and Future 
Tuesday & Wednesday, May 15 & 16, 2007   *  Croft Chapter House, University College  *  University of 

Toronto  *  15 King's College Circle  *  Toronto 
 
The Twelfth Annual Seminar of Central and Inner Asia Studies will be held at the Croft Chapter House, 
University College at the University of Toronto. The event will run Tuesday & Wednesday, May 15 & 16.  
 
The conference will include talks from scholars, officials and a journalist from Canada, the United States, 
Scotland, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan, England, Uzbekistan, Finland and Iran. For a 
complete list of topics, click here.  Please register before May 14 at www.utoronto.ca/cias  
 
For more information, contact Gillian Long (gillian.long@utoronto.ca) or 416 978 4882 
 
 
Upcoming Events: KM in the AM -- The French language, bilingual policies and 
the Franco-Ontarian community 

Wednesday, May 16, 2007  *  8:45 a.m. to 11 a.m.  *  Senior Common Room  *  Glendon College  *   
2275 Bayview Avenue  *  Toronto 

 
David Dewitt, Associate Vice-President Research, extends an invitation to faculty and graduate students 
to participate in the upcoming Knowledge Mobilization breakfast. The theme for this breakfast is French 
language, bilingual policies and the Franco-Ontarian Community.  
 
This event is designed to provide space for York Region community and municipal leaders, York faculty 
and graduate students to meet and interact.  Previous “KM in the AM” breakfasts have proven successful 
in the two-way exchange of information and expertise between York researchers and community. 
 
Space is limited. Please contact Michael Johnny at mjohnny@yorku.ca or x88876 for more information or 
to RSVP. 
 
 
Upcoming Events: In Search of Justice in Indonesia: Justice for Munir is Justice 
for All, memorial and fundraising dinner 

Saturday, May 26  * 4 to 9 p.m.  *  OISE, University of Toronto  *   7th Floor Peace Lounge  *  252 Bloor 
Street West  (at St. George Subway Station) 

  
YCAR is co-sponsoring a Canadians Committed to Ethnic Voice in Indonesia (CCEVI) memorial and 
fundraising dinner. The event is in support of the campaign for justice for Munir Said Thalib and for all 
victims of human rights violations in Indonesia. Munir was Indonesia’s leading human rights defender 
before he was murdered in 2004. To date, no one has been held accountable for his death. 
   
The Memorial (4 to 6 p.m) will feature presentations by Indonesian Human Rights Defenders Suciwati & 
Usman Hamid. Suciwati is a labour and human rights activist, and widow of Munir. Despite threats to her 
life, she has lobbied officials at home and abroad for a just resolution to her husband’s murder. In 
November 2005, Time magazine's Asian edition named Suciwati one its Asian Heroes. Usman Hamid is 
the coordinator of Kontras-Jakarta, a leading Indonesian human rights organization founded by Munir.  
Usman was a member of the Fact-Finding Team created by President Yudhoyono to look into Munir's 
death, and is coordinating the ongoing campaign in search of justice for Munir.  
 
A fundraising dinner with Indonesian Food will run from 6 to 9 p.m. Tickets are $10-20 (sliding scale). 
Some tickets will be available for sale at YCAR. For more information, contact CCEVI at 
ccevi@hotmail.com or 416 977 9871  

 5

  

http://www.utoronto.ca/cias
mailto:mjohnny@yorku.ca
http://www.ccevi.org/
mailto:http://www.kontras.org


Issue 82, Friday, May 11, 2007 

Other sponsors include: Transformative Learning Centre, OISE/U of T; The Munk Centre for International 
Studies, U of T; Asian Solidarity Network of Toronto (ASNT). 
Canadians Committed to Ethnic Voice in Indonesia (CCEVI) is a registered, non-profit organization 
formed in 1998. Its members consist of concerned individuals, local and national groups, committed to 
end the ethno-racial and faith-motivated persecution and discrimination in Indonesia.  
 
 
Upcoming Events: Hong Kong in 2007: A Prospective Retrospective   

Saturday, May 26  *  8:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.  *  Vivian and David Campbell Conference Facility  *  Munk 
Centre for International Studies  *  1 Devonshire Place, South House  * Toronto 

 
The conference, co-sponsored by YCAR, is being held in celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the 
establishment of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR).  
 
There will be two panels and two roundtable events: 
Panel I: Political Development in Hong Kong since 1997 
Panel II: Implications of Social and Economic Change in Hong Kong 
Roundtable I: Linking Canada and Hong Kong 
Roundtable II: Revisiting Greater China. 
 
The event is sponsored by: Asian Institute, the Munk Centre; Richard Charles Lee Canada Hong Kong 
Library; and the SAR of Hong Kong. 
 
Register online at www.utoronto.ca/ai
 
 
Upcoming Events: Mongolia: Seen and Heard   

Tuesday, May 29, 2007  *  6 to 8:30 p.m.  *  The Bata Shoe Museum  *  327 Bloor Street West (at St. 
George)  *  Toronto 

  
The Mongolia: Seen and Heard event will include a reception with guest speakers, a photograph display 
and a lecture “Mongolia: the Silk Road in the Felt Belt” (U of T’s Professor Michael Gervers, Central and 
Inner Asia Studies). The evening will end with a Q & A session moderated by Senator Dr Vivienne Poy 
and a gallery visit.  
 
Tickets are $15 (free to Bata Shoe Museum members) and available from Catherine before May 24 at 
416 979 7799 x 240.  
 
YCAR is a sponsor of Asian Heritage Month events, including Mongolia: Seen and Heard. 
 
The event is presented by: The Bata Shoes Museum; Asian Heritage Month-Canadian Foundation for 
Asian Culture (Central Ontario) Inc.; and Central and Inner Asian Studies, University of Toronto. 
 

 
 
Publications: Dr Vivienne Poy and Dr Alvyn Austin books available at YCAR 
Two publications are currently available for purchase at YCAR.  
 
Profit, Victory and Sharpness – The Lees of Hong Kong by Vivienne Poy (CA$ 20 plus taxes) 
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This book features the biographies of Lee Hysin and his son Richard Charles Lee Ming Chak, Poy’s 
father. The Lees are one of the most eminent families in Hong Kong, distinguished by their phenomenal 
success in business and their contributions to public service. The book is part of the Hong Kong Life 
Stories No. 4 of the Canada and Hong Kong Project co-directed by Dr. Bernard Luk, York Professor of 
History, with YCAR and Hong Kong Institute of Education as co-publishers. All proceeds support the 
Vivienne Poy Asian Research Award.   
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China’s Millions: The China Inland Mission and Late Qing Society 1832-1905 by Alvin Austin (CA$ 40) 
Banner-carrying Salvation Army marchers, stone-silent Quakers, jumpy Midwestern revivalists, and 
Prayer-book Anglicans all made up the mixed multitude sent to the Middle Kingdom by the China Inland 
Mission (CIM) in the nineteenth century.  
 
Veteran historian Alvyn Austin crafts a compelling narrative of the sprawling history of the China Inland 
Mission and introduces readers to a remarkable array of sights, from the visionary, charismatic sect-
leader Pastor Hsi, to the "wordless book," a missionary teaching device that fit perfectly with Chinese 
color cosmology, to the opium-soaked aftermath of the North China Famine of 1877–79. It tells the story 
of a Chinese and Western past, and the strange yet hopeful result of two cultures colliding.  

Contact the YCAR Coordinator (ycar@yorku.ca) for more information or to purchase either publication.  

 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR). For comment and information, contact ycar@yorku.ca. 
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