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YCAR News: Martin bunch awarded IDRC grant for EcoHealth project in India 

 
Martin Bunch, a faculty member for YCAR’s Graduate Diploma in Asia Studies (GDAS) 
Program, has been awarded an International Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
grant for a project on “Using Outcome Mapping to Consolidate Learning and Ensure 
Sustainability in an EcoHealth Project”. This is an extension of the SSHRC-funded 
project on “Adaptive Ecosystem Approach to Managing Urban Environments for 
Human Health.”  
 
FES faculty David Morley and Beth Franklin are also involved in the project as well as 

FES graduate students Reega Mathivanan and Romona Gananathan. A collaborative outcome mapping 
research design workshop will be held in India in June in partnership with University of Madras. 
 
 
YCAR News: YCAR wants your feedback on new space design for research units 

The Ontario Archives are moving to York and will be located in the empty space 
just east of York Lanes on Keele Campus. Construction has already begun. The 
10-floor tower will also be built in this location and about three and a half floors 
have been allocated for Organized Research Units (ORUs) like YCAR. 
 
While the final decision on which units will move rests with a higher authority, 
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Centres have been asked to provide their input into the design of the area. As renovations and new 
allocations of space will be taking place in York Lanes as well, those who choose not to move will likely 
not remain in their current location. YCAR would like your input on possible designs and/or design 
features. They can be emailed to ycar@yorku.ca. 
 

 
 
YCAR Events: Suciwati speaks at commemoration, fundraising dinner honouring 
her husband, victims of Suharto’s Indonesia 
 

                
 
On May 26, Canadians Committed to Ethnic Voice in Indonesia (CCEVI), in partnership with Montreal-
based Droits et Democratie, and YCAR, held their ninth annual commemoration and human rights 
fundraising event. YCAR and York University have been involved in some capacity since the event 
began. 
  
The commemoration was originally inspired by 1990s Indonesia and in response to the numberless, 
anonymous victims of political violence and human rights violations during the Orde Baru regime of 
President Suharto. Most of the victims belonged to racial or religious minorities, but also to particular 
groups or movements involved in social justice and human rights, hence by definition, in opposition to the 
national government of the day.  
 
Each memorial also honours the contributions of particular high-profile activists by sponsoring the visit of 
such individuals to address overseas audiences about issues that cannot be spoken of at home. The 
roster of visitors has ranged from Nobel literary prize nominee, Pramoedya Ananta Toer, to priests 
engaged in humanitarian causes among those of different faiths, and others engaged in struggles for 
human and regional rights.  
 
This year, the guest of honour was Suciwati Munir, the widow of a human rights worker known by his last 
name, Munir. He was assassinated while on board Indonesia’s national airline under highly suspicious 
circumstances. Suciwati has courageously taken upon herself both her husband’s cause and the task of 
trying to wring justice from the Indonesian courts and government.  
 
At Saturday’s event, she spoke movingly in Indonesian of the history of her case, and of her attempts to 
continue her husband’s work. Numerous others present also gave their own tributes to Munir and 
Suciwati and testimonies of their own experiences in some of Indonesia’s darkest days. These were 
followed by discussions, a pictorial summary of CCEVI’s history as well as brief prayers from members of 
the Muslim, Protestant, Catholic and Buddhist communities. The entire event was enlivened with 
nostalgic Indonesian songs (lagu-lagu asli and keronchong) by the choir of the Ummat Katholik Church. 
 
It is striking that CCEVI has succeeded in creating a viable transnational network linking Indonesians at 
home with expatriates across the world as well as human rights and academic supporters everywhere. 
Together, they have a greater capacity to bring international pressure to bear on local authorities, thus 
binding the local and global in a single moral community. 
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Judith Nagata, who has participated in CCEVI's activities since 1999, spoke on behalf of YCAR, which 
made a donation towards CCEVI’s fundraising efforts. Towards the end of the evening, she made a short 
address to greet the guests of honour and to clarify how YCAR's own mission allows it to combine 
commitments both to academic research and to issues of social justice and human rights in Asia and 
within the Asian diaspora. 
 
This report was authored by Judith Nagata.   
 

        
Photographs by Ayrini Wijaya and courtesy of CCEVI 
 

 
 
Opportunities: Interested new members are welcome at YCAR  
Do you research interests encompass Asia or the Asian diaspora? If so, YCAR is looking for you!  
 
The York community is welcome to participate in YCAR's activities whether they are members or not, but 
YCAR is encouraging interested faculty and graduate students to consider becoming joining YCAR.   
 
For YCAR, "Asian Research" is not contained by geographical boundaries, but includes any site or people 
who identify in some way with being Asian. YCAR can help members to profile their work, offer access to 
information as well as the opportunity to participate in our Graduate Diploma program. Collectively, Asian 
studies and its scholars all benefit when YCAR can better publicize all 
the ways that York University is a centre of excellence for Asian and 
international scholarship.   

 
More specifically, if you become a member: 

• We can profile your scholarly publications, research, and teaching related to Asian studies on our 
website (www.yorku.ca/ycar) 

• You can be a Graduate Diploma committee member for your graduate students who might like to 
take this diploma 

• Your students will be eligible or have priority for YCAR language and fieldwork awards 
• We can advertise any graduate courses you teach related to Asian studies on our website, and 

on our brochures for the Graduate Diploma. 
• We will include you in emails with information regarding events and funding for faculty and 

students.  To minimize the number of emails, we consolidate most information into a Friday 
"YCAR update" to which you are welcome to subscribe whether or not you are a member, but we 
also send some information to members only. 

• As a university, we will be more attractive to prospective graduate students, faculty and research 
funders.  

 
If you are interested in joining, you may forward a copy of your CV to YCAR (ycar@yorku.ca), and we will 
complete the application, which you may later verify. Alternatively, you may fill the form in online at 
www.yorku.ca/ycar/Membership/OnlineApplication  
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Opportunities: Six IDRC competitions open to researchers 
IDRC funds research activities that are designed to provide direct benefits to developing countries and 
their citizens. Canadian researchers (faculty and students) work together with their developing country 
counterparts in collaborative development partnership programs.  
 
Current competitions include:  
* Call for Concept Notes: Action Research on “Value Chains and the Rural Poor in Disadvantaged 
Regions” – Application Deadline is June 29, 2007  
* Research Awards in Environmental Economics for Southeast Asian Scholars – Application Deadlines 
are February 1 and August 1 (twice-yearly competitions) 
* IDRC Internship Awards – Application Deadline is September 12, 2007  
* Evaluation Research Awards – Application Deadline is January 15, 2008  
* John G. Bene Fellowship – Application Deadline is March 1, 2008  
* Bentley Cropping Systems Fellowship – Application Deadline is October 1, 2008 
 
 
Opportunities: George Leslie Mackay Thesis Award Competition deadline for 
2007 approaches  

The deadline for the Canadian Association of Taiwan Studies’ (CATS) 2007 
George Leslie Mackay Thesis Award competition is June 30, 2007. The award 
aims to encourage Masters and PhD candidates to do research on Taiwan. 
Submissions are encouraged from all disciplines. 
 
It is presented annually to two students whose Masters thesis or PhD dissertation 
have been completed on the basis of research conducted on Taiwan or Taiwan-
Canada related topics. The award is sponsored by the Cultural Division of the 
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Canada.  
 
Eligibility: a) Thesis was submitted accepted in 2006; b) Applicant is a student at 
or recent graduate of a Canadian institution or a Canadian student studying 

abroad; c) Any thesis thematically related to Taiwan.  
 
The thesis must be submitted to the CATS Award Committee before June 30, 2007 and include a) a copy 
of the thesis as well as a summary of a maximum 500 words; b) one letter of support from the dissertation 
supervisor or a member of the supervisory committee. The winners will be announced before July 31, 
2007 
 
For more information or award details, contact Dr Scott Simon, CATS President at ssimon@uottawa.ca or 
tecoedu@taiwan-canada.org
 
 
Opportunities: India Studies Fellowship competition (2008-09) closes on June 8 
The Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute is calling for applications for its 2008-2009 India Studies Fellowship 
Competition. Canadian scholars, librarians, graduate students and artists are invited to apply for 
research, training or study in India during the 2008-2009 academic year.  

Research areas sponsored by the Institute include the social sciences, humanities, law, business, 
economic reform, globalization, information management, science and technology, biotechnology and 
agriculture.  
 
For more information, visit the Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute website, email (sici@ucalgary.ca) or 
telephone (403) 220 7467. This year’s deadline is June 8, 2007. 
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Upcoming Events: Saturday’s Rights Now Forum will focus on human rights in 
China (June 2) 

Saturday, June 2, 2007  *  9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  *  Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE)  *  
252 Bloor Street West  *  Toronto  *  St. George subway station 

 
YCAR Senior Research Associate Michael Stainton is one of the organizers of this Saturday’s Rights 
Now Forum. The day-long forum, sponsored by the China Rights Network, will examine the current 
situation of human rights in China in several areas and discuss what policies in Canada might support 
better observance of human rights in China.  Between keynote addresses by Globe and Mail columnist 
Jan Wong and the Hon. David Kilgour, there will be workshops on religious and cultural rights, the justice 
system, labour rights and freedom of speech. A panel of Members of Parliament (MPs) will discuss 
Canadian policy options and respond to audience questions.  
 
Interested individuals can register prior to the event or in person with a representative of one of the 
coalition organizations. Registration (including lunch) is $20 or $15 for seniors and unwaged.  
For more information, please contact: Michael Craig (chair) (michael@focusproductions.net or 416-533-
3830); Cheuk Kwan (ckwan@tissa.com or 416-804-1527); or Michael Stainton  (michaels@yorku.ca)   
 
The China Rights Network is a coalition of Amnesty International Toronto, Canada Tibet Committee, 
Falun Dafa Association of Canada, Federation for a Democratic China, Formosan Association for Public 
Affairs, Tibetan Women’s Association of Ontario, Tibetan Youth Committee, Toronto Association for 
Democracy in China, and the Uyghur Canadian Association. 
 
 
Upcoming Events: Sikh scholar will speak on Guru Granth Sahib @ York in June 

Late June 2007  *  Keele Campus   
 
YCAR Faculty Associate Dr Balbinder Singh Bhogal (Humanities) has invited a ‘young scholar of great 
potential’ to speak at York in late June. Prabhsharanbir Singh will speak on Guru Granth Sahib (Sikh 
scripture). He is currently working on his PhD in Sikh Studies at Punjabi University in Patiala, India. He 
also teaches philosophy at S.B.S. College in Kotkapura, Punjab, and has written on "interrogating the 
universalism of the Post-Secular." Event details will be finalized in early June. For more information, 
contact Dr Bhogal at bhogalbs@yorku.ca. 
 
 
Upcoming Events: ‘TNCs & Canada-China Foreign Direct Investment’ conference  

Thursday & Friday, August 2 & 3, 2007  *  Ottawa, ON.    
 

An International Conference on "Transnational Corporations (TNCs) & Canada-China Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI): Challenges and Opportunities" will be held in Ottawa from August 2 to 3, 2007. For 
more information, email conference@tnc-online.org or visit www.tnc-online.org
 

 
 
In the News: CANADA: Ontario government announces study abroad agreement 
with Indian universities 

Led by York University, 15 Ontario universities will participate in the Ontario-Maharashtra-
Goa Student Exchange program between two states in India, Maharashtra and Goa, and 
Ontario. Up to 50 students will benefit from this new international exchange program. 
 
On May 31, Chris Bentley, Ontario’s Minister of Training Colleges and Universities, 
announced funding of $600,000 over three years to support the new Ontario-Maharashtra-
Goa Student Exchange Agreement during an event celebrating international education at 
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York University. The agreement includes 15 Ontario universities and up to 10 Indian institutions. The 
exchange opportunities will be available to students as early as January 2008. 
 
Other partner universities include: Brock University, Carleton University, University of Guelph, Laurentian 
University, McMaster University, Nipissing University, University of Toronto, Trent University, University of 
Ontario Institute of Technology, Queen's University, University of Waterloo, University of Western Ontario, 
Wilfrid Laurier University and University of Windsor.   
 
(Information summarized from the Government of Ontario Press Release) (Y-File photograph of Sheila 
Embleton presenting Chris Bentley with a York Internationalization Award). 
 
In the News: THAILAND: Tribunal acquits Democrats on all charges  
The Constitution Tribunal ruled that the Democrat party is not guilty of electoral fraud in the April 2 
election last year. The decision saves Thailand's oldest political party from being dissolved. 
 
"The facts cannot prove that the Democrats did any wrongdoing so there is no reason to dissolve the 
Democrats," said Thanit Kesawapitak, one of nine judges on the Constitutional Tribunal that examined 
charges against the party. The judges also ruled that none of the Democrat's 49 executives will be barred 
from politics. 
 
The verdict on the cases against the Thai Rak Thai party will be read this evening. Judges took a break 
after more than four straight hours of reading the verdict in the case against the Democrats. They cleared 
the Democrats of all four charges. 
 
The Democrats were accused of hiring smaller parties to obstruct the April 2, 2006, general election and 
of defaming Thai Rak Thai, founded and led at the time by prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, who was 
ousted in the military coup more than five months later. 
 
"This was a fair verdict, and a good development for the people," said former Democrat Party leader 
Banyat Bantatan. The Democrat Party, which faced dissolution if found guilty, is Thailand's oldest political 
party, celebrating its 61st anniversary this year.  
 
The Democrat party leader Abhisit Vejjajiva and ex-party leader Chuan Leekpai entered the courtroom at 
around 1 p.m. to wait for the verdict. The tribunal came to the bench at 1 p.m., before starting to read the 
verdicts exactly at 1.30 p.m. as scheduled. The final verdict was handed out at around 5.30 p.m., 
although details came out late in the verdict reading. 
 
On the small Prachatippatai Kao Na (Progressive Democratic) party, the tribunal ruled that it was guilty of 
election cheating. The decision was an anti-climax since it is a tiny party, virtually unknown before being 
thrown into the legal ring with the two biggest parties in the country. Its nine executive party members are 
forbidden from running for political office for five years.   Source: Bangkok Post (31 May 2007) 
 

 
 
Publications: Vivienne Poy and Alvyn Austin books available at YCAR 

 
Profit, Victory and Sharpness–The Lees of Hong Kong by Vivienne Poy (CA$ 20 + 
taxes).  
This book features the biographies of Lee Hysin and his son Richard Charles Lee Ming 
Chak, Poy’s father. The Lees are one of the most eminent families in Hong Kong, 
distinguished by their phenomenal success in business and their contributions to public 
service. The book is part of the Hong Kong Life Stories No. 4 of the Canada and Hong 
Kong Project co-directed by Dr. Bernard Luk, York Professor of History, with YCAR 
and Hong Kong Institute of Education as co-publishers. All proceeds support the 
Vivienne Poy Asian Research Award.  
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China’s Millions: The China Inland Mission and Late Qing Society 1832-1905 by Alvin 
Austin (CA$ 40)  
Banner-carrying Salvation Army marchers, stone-silent Quakers, jumpy Midwestern 
revivalists, and Prayer-book Anglicans all made up the mixed multitude sent to the 
Middle Kingdom by the China Inland Mission (CIM) in the nineteenth century.  
 
Veteran historian Alvyn Austin crafts a compelling narrative of the sprawling history of 
the China Inland Mission and introduces readers to a remarkable array of sights, from 
the visionary, charismatic sect-leader Pastor Hsi, to the "wordless book," a missionary 
teaching device that fit perfectly with Chinese color cosmology, to the opium-soaked 

aftermath of the North China Famine of 1877–79. It is the story of a Chinese and Western past, and the 
strange yet hopeful result of two cultures colliding.  
 
Contact the YCAR Coordinator (ycar@yorku.ca) for more information or to purchase either publication.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR) To comment or for more information, contact ycar@yorku.ca.  
Ste. 270 York Lanes, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3. 
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