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YCAR News: YCAR, City Institute co-sponsor international conference on the 
global challenges of metropolitanization 

YCAR will be co-sponsoring Challenges of Global Metropolitanization: 
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Toronto, Shanghai, Hong Kong and Singapore in 
late September. The one-day graduate workshop and two-day conference is being 
organized by the City Institute at York University from September 27 to 29. Both 
events will allow for in depth discussions of urban trends in the “global city clique” of 
Toronto, Shanghai, Hong Kong and Singapore -- cities connected through capital, 
culture, communications and, tragically, infectious disease. Participants will explore 
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connections and relationships of cities and communities in the global city network. It is an excellent 
opportunity for YCAR to promote Asian and Asian Diaspora Studies at York.  
 
Bernard Frolic, a Senior YCAR Research Associate and Director of the Asia Business Management 
Program, will be making the conference keynote address on urbanization in China and Canada. On the 
second and third days, there will be thematic panels of established scholars, providing profound insights 
into current scholarship on Asian and Canadian cities. 
 
This event builds on previous connections between Canadian and Chinese urban scholars and is meant to 
chart future research possibilities. 
 
Information about the Call for Papers (August 1 deadline) is detailed in this Update. For more information, 
please visit the YCAR's conference website or email city@yorku.ca. (BBC photograph).  
 
 
YCAR News: Frolic, Chin and Shugarman to provide advice on Chinese policy 
reform through CIDA project  

YCAR members Bernard Frolic and Gregory T. China, along with David P. 
Shugarman have successfully bid to participate in the Canadian International 
Development Agency's (CIDA) Policy Options Project (POP).  
 
The goal of the project is to support elements of the Chinese government's 
policy reform agenda that contributes to sustainable development in the areas of 
environmental sustainability, human rights, democratic development and good 

governance, while being mindful of other priorities. It links Canadian experts and policy-makers with key 
Chinese institutions.  
 
Canadian consultants provide technical advice and assistance on priority issues related to China's reform 
agenda. Political Science professors Chin and Shugarman (who is also director of the York University 
Centre for Practical Ethics) will be visiting China to work with a Chinese implementation team.  
 
Later in the project, the Chinese contingent will visit Canada – a high-level study tour that has increased 
previous visiting officials' capacity to formulate and recommend policy options across state and provincial 
ministries and agencies. (Perry-Castañeda Library Map) 
 
 
YCAR News: Help YCAR keep you up to date 
YCAR would like to share the news about your research, publications, awards and other announcements 
with your colleagues and interested community members. News, links and photos can be sent to 
ycar@yorku.ca. 
   
 
 
YCAR Members: Generous donation expands YCAR's resource collection  

Senior Research Associate Judith Nagata has kindly donated part of her personal library 
holdings to YCAR. They include: Far Eastern Economic Review (1960s to present); Journal 
of Asian Studies (1980s and 1990s); Comparative Studies in Society and History (1980s & 
1990s); and the Strait Times Yearbook (1974-1984). These resources are now available in 
YCAR's multipurpose room. Thank you again to Judith for her kind donation. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.yorku.ca/ycar/Events/Challenges_of_Global Metropolitanization.html
mailto:city@yorku.ca
mailto:ycar@yorku.ca
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YCAR Members: Taiwan's indigenous peoples focus of Stainton's research, 
presentation 

YCAR Research Associate Michael Stainton was one of the speakers at the 
Taiwanese Canadian Association Annual Conference held at Brock University on July 
21 and 22. He gave two presentations on Taiwan's indigenous peoples, one in 
English for the youth/English speakers and another in a mix of Taiwanese and 
Mandarin for the main conference.  
 
 

 
 
Opportunities: U of T hiring for Chinese culture, language positions 
The Department of East Asian Studies at the University of Toronto is inviting application for two positions. 
* Lecturer or Senior Lecturer to teach Chinese language (teaching-stream appointment) – Applicants 
should have a minimum MA degree in Chinese linguistics and/or pedagogy with substantial experience in 
teaching Chinese as a second language at the university level as well as experience running a Chinese 
language program.  
* Assistant professor in pre-modern Chinese Cultural Studies – Candidates will need to present their PhD 
at the time of appointment, demonstrate research excellent and show the potential to become excellent 
instructors and graduate supervisors in classical Chinese studies.  
 
For more information, please visit the East Asian Studies website.  
 
 
Research Opportunities: IDRC, SSHRC to support Canadian, developing country 
research alliances 
Canada’s International Development Research Centre (IDRC) and the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council (SSHRC) will invest up to $6.27 million over the next six years to support international 
research alliances. This partnership will engage teams from Canada and developing countries in 
comparing and collaborating on their research, while working with people in communities that will directly 
benefit from the research. 
 
The joint program will encourage strategic research in four areas: 
* Environment and natural resource management.  
* Information and communication technologies for development.  
* The impact of science, technology and innovation policies on development.  
* Social and economic policy related to poverty reduction, growth, health and human rights.  
 
University-based experts from Canada and from lower- and middle-income countries (LMICs), will be 
invited to submit research proposals. Up to nine proposals will receive seed funding—as much as $30,000 
each—to develop a research alliance that involves both Canadian and LMIC researchers and community 
partners. Three alliances will then be funded to a maximum of $2 million each over five years. All 
proposals will be selected through international peer review to ensure they meet the highest standards of 
excellence. 
 
For further information, please contact: Eva Schacherl (SSHRC) at (613) 992 7302 or 
eva.schacherl@sshrc.ca ; or Isabelle Bourgeault-Tassé (IDRC) at (613) 236 6163 ext 2343 or by email to 
ibourgeault-tasse@idrc.ca
 
 
Research Opportunities: IDRC offering internship awards to begin in January 2008 
The International Development Research Centre (IDRC) Internship Awards provide exposure to research 
for international development through a program of training in research management and grant 

http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/eas/employment/eoacademicemploy.htm
http://www.idrc.ca/index_en.html
http://www.sshrc.ca/web/apply/program_descriptions/cura_idrc_e.asp
http://www.sshrc.ca/web/apply/program_descriptions/cura_idrc_e.asp
http://www.sshrc.ca/web/apply/program_descriptions/cura_idrc_e.asp
mailto:eva.schacherl@sshrc.ca
mailto:ibourgeault-tasse@idrc.ca
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administration under the guidance of IDRC program staff. Eighteen awards will be offered this year. The 
deadline to apply is 12 September 2007 and the commencement of the awards is January 2008.  
 
For more information on the priorities concerning the 2007 competition and the eligibility criteria, please 
consult their website.  
 
 
Research Opportunities: Collaborative research supported by International 
Opportunities Fund program 
The York Office of Research Services would like to remind researchers of the upcoming competition of the 
International Opportunities Fund (IOF) Program. This program is designed to help Canadian researchers 
develop, participate in, and lead diverse international collaborative research activities. The objectives of 
the program are two-fold: to help Canadian researchers to initiate and develop international research 
collaborations; and to facilitate Canadian participation or leadership in current or planned international 
research initiatives that offer outstanding opportunities to advance Canadian research.  
 

* Development Grants (up to $25,000) are available to support activities such as workshops, seminars, 
and planning meetings that are expected to lead to significant international collaboration.  
 * Project Grants (up to $75,000) are available to help secure Canadian participation in current or planned 
international research initiatives and networks.  
   
The program is not intended to support activities that can be funded through other available SSHRC 
programs. Further collaborative activities resulting from these grants should be supported through other 
SSHRC programs or other sources. The deadline is 13 September 2007.  
 
For further details on this program, please contact the Office of Research Services (ORS) at ext. 55055, 
research@yorku.ca, or consult SSHRC’s web site. 
 
 
Research Opportunities: Ecosystem Approaches to Human Health launches 
graduate awards  
The Ecosystem Approaches to Human Health has launched the 2007-2008 Graduate Awards for Students 
at Canadian Universities to encourage graduate students to examine the relationships between the 
environment, human health, and sustainable development from a holistic perspective through field 
research. 
 
The deadline to receive applications is 5 September 2007. For more information, click here.   
 
 
Fellowships: Doctoral fellowship supports archive users at York 

 
York University is now accepting applications for the 2007 competition for the 
Kent Haworth Archival Research Fellowship. This fellowship honours the 
contributions of Kent Haworth (University archivist from 1994 until his death in 
2003) to York University and the Canadian archival community. It is available to 
full-time doctoral students working in any discipline at any university who are at 
the dissertation stage of their studies, and who wish to use the archival holdings 
of the Clara Thomas Archives.  
 
The fellowship provides an award of $1,250 to support this research. The 

deadline for applying to this year's competition is 15 September 2007. 
 
For information about the fellowship and the application process, click here. Visit the archival holdings of 
York's Clara Thomas Archives at http://www.library.yorku.ca  (Photo of Kent Haworth and Professor Clara 

http://www.idrc.ca/awards/ev-84370-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html
mailto:research@yorku.ca
http://www.sshrc.ca/web/apply/program_descriptions/iof_e.asp
http://www.idrc.ca/awards/ev-88112-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html
http://www.yorku.ca/grads/index8.htm
http://www.library.yorku.ca/ccm/ArchivesSpecialCollections/index.htm.
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Thomas. York Library photo) 
 
 
Fellowships: Opportunity for young humanists, social scientists and law scholars 
from China, India, and the emerging countries of Asia  
 
The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation is particularly interested in attracting highly qualified young 
scholars from China, India and the emerging countries of Asia, who hold doctorates, to carry out research 
projects of their own choice in Germany. The most important criteria for selection are the applicant's 
(international) publications to date and the quality and feasibility of the research proposal. Applicants 
choose their own research projects and their own German hosts. Details of the research project and the 
time-schedule must be agreed upon with the prospective host in advance.  
 
Procedures governing application, letters of recommendation and selection follow the guidelines and 
specifications of the Humboldt Research Fellowship Programme are available on their website.  Interested 
applicants can also email info@avh.de.  
 
 
 
Call for Papers: Challenges of Global Metropolitanization: Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives on Toronto, Shanghai, Hong Kong and Singapore   
The call for papers deadline has been extended for the Graduate Student Workshop being hosted by the 
City Institute this September. Challenges of Global Metropolitanization: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on 
Toronto, Shanghai, Hong Kong and Singapore is being held on 27 September. It will be followed by a two-
day conference of the same title. 
 
The event is organized by the City Institute and co-sponsored by YCAR.  
Graduate students from Canadian and International universities are invited to submit proposals in these 
related topical areas:   
1. The building of the global city through international networks and local everyday life.  
2. The notion of citizenship in an increasingly diverse urban world. 
3. Visual perspectives on city ‘sights’ and ‘sites’.  
* Where possible, these papers should be empirically based on the four cities examined. 
 
Please send a 250-word abstract of your paper including your academic affiliation to Heather McLean. 
The deadline is 1 August 2007.  
 
Unfortunately, there are no travel funds available. Participation at the workshop and conference is free.  
 

 
  
Events: We want your input! Event planning for 2007-08 
We are beginning to plan for events to be held during the 2007-08 academic year at YCAR. We are 
looking for your suggestions for events as well as possible speakers.  
 

YCAR will be holding a Welcome Event in early September. We hope you all will be able to attend.  
 
An event commemorating the Hong Kong handover and highlighting cultural production in Hong Kong and 
Canada over the past ten years is also being planned for September 24.  
 

 
 
 

http://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/programme/stip_aus/stp_01_03.htm
http://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/programme/stip_aus/asia.htm
mailto:hmclean@yorku.ca
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Upcoming Events:  Exploring the 'question of religion' with Prabhsharanbir Singh 
Wednesday, August 8 at 6 p.m., Senior Common Room (305), Founders College, York University 

 
Prabhsharanbir Singh from Punjab, India, will be visiting York University to speak on "The Question of 
Religion: Exploring Some Existential Concerns." The lecture will take place at 6 p.m. in the Senior 
Common Room (305), Founders College. Singh is currently working on his PhD in Sikh Studies at Punjabi 
University. He also teaches philosophy at S.B.S. College in Kotkapura, Punjab, and has written on 
"Interrogating the universalism of the Post-Secular." For more information and a summary of his talk, click 
here.  
 
 
Upcoming Events: International Conference at York celebrates JSAC, 20 years of 
Japan Studies  

Thursday, August 16 to Sunday, August 19, 2007  *  Keele Campus 
 

The Japan Studies Association of Canada (JSAC) is celebrating its 20th anniversary this 
year. To mark the achievement and progress made in the field of Japan Studies, and to 
honour the founder, late Professor Klaus Pringsheim, JSAC is hosting an international 
conference at York from August 16 to 19. The theme is “Japan and its Eventuality – 
Pushing the Envelope Further.”  
 
The JSAC2007 International Conference is interdisciplinary and inclusive. Graduate 

students are strongly encouraged to submit papers. Pringsheim awards will be presented to the top two 
best papers selected among graduate students by the Committee. 
 
Registration closes on July 31, 2007. For more information, visit the Conference website.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR) To comment or for more information, contact ycar@yorku.ca   
Ste. 270 York Lanes, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3.  

http://www.yorku.ca/ycar/Events/YCAR Events/The_Question_of_Religion_P_Singh_8Aug2007.pdf
http://udo.arts.yorku.ca/jsac/jsac2007/viewabstract.php?id=43
mailto:ycar@yorku.ca
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