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    York Centre for Asian Research Update  
 
In this Issue…          
        
YCAR Members * Judith Nagata shares research on identity politics, Islam in Malaysia and Japan

  * Wendy Wong will present at Chinese New Year event

YCAR News * Bangladesh film on climate change available at Scott Library 
Opportunities * Post-graduate research fellowships for Masters and Doctoral students with the 

Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada 

 * Scholarships for international students in Taiwan 

  * Visiting Researcher opportunity for Japanese culture scholars 

Upcoming Events * Dalits, Buddhism, and Gender in India: The New Path -- first graduate student 
BrownBag presentation for Winter 2008 (Jan. 8) 

  * Mobilizing Knowledge for Community-Based Research Expo (Jan. 9 & 10) 

  * How to present a conference paper with Judy Hellman (Jan. 10) 

Call for Papers * Beyond Dichotomies: Alternative Voices and Histories in Post Colonial Viet Nam 

 * Southeast Asia Geography Association International Conference 

 * Foodscapes of Southeast Asia 

  * "Talking Across Borders" Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Conference 

  * 10th Annual Southeast Asian Studies Graduate Conference, Cornell University 

  * ASPAC 2008 - Crossing Boundaries in the Asia-Pacific: Regional and 
Disciplinary Intersections 
* Third Singapore Graduate Forum on Southeast Asia 

 
 
  
YCAR Members: Judith Nagata shares research on identity politics, Islam in 
Malaysia and Japan 

 YCAR Senior Research Associate was recently in Malaysia where she attended the 2007 
Baba Convention in Penang. The Babas are descendants of Chinese immigrants that settled 
in the Malay Archipelago, and in other countries in Southeast Asia, as early as the 17th 
century. Intermarriage with the native peoples was common and engendered a unique 
culture that combined various traditions and customs. 
 
She then traveled to Japan where she gave talks at Tsukuba University and the University of 

Tokyo. At the former, she spoke at the Department of Development and Area Studies on "A New Style of 
Identity Politics? The Uses of "Heritage" as a Strategy of Resistance and Protest in Multicultural Penang, 
Malaysia." Her Department of Anthropology lecture at the University of Tokyo was titled, "Towards an 
Understanding of the Diffusion of Radical Islamic Ideas and Religious Recruitment through Network 
Analysis." 
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YCAR Members: Wendy Wong will present at Chinese New Year event 
YCAR's Associate Director Wendy Wong will be one of the speakers at the Asian Heritage Month Bata Shoe 
Museum Chinese New Year event. The event will take place at the Bata Show Museum in downtown Toronto 
on 30 January 2008 with special guests Sonja Bata and Senator Vivienne Poy.  
 
 

YCAR News: Bangladesh film on climate change available at Scott Library 
For those who were unable to attend the documentary premiere of 'Who Cares if Bangladesh 
Drowns', a DVD copy will be available in the Scott Library in early January 2008. The film is 
made by the people of South Asia on South Asia and climate change. It reflects various 
perceptions, especially on security issues, forced migration, devastation of livelihood and the 
links to climate change. The focus is on Bangladesh, the home of Director Afsan Chowdhury 
and a country that seems to be most affected by the early stages of the climate change 
crisis.
 

A YCAR Research Associate, Chowdhury's 2007 documentary was presented as a part of the 'Socio-Politics 
of Climate Change' event in mid-November event. The film is being shown at the 2007 United Nations 
Climate Change Conference going on now in Indonesia. (himalmag.com photograph) 
 
 
Opportunity: Post-graduate research fellowships for Masters and Doctoral students 
with the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada 
 
The Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada is offering up to five Post-Graduate Research Fellowships valued at  
$35,000 for Masters graduates and at $38,000 for PhD graduates for a one-year non-renewable term. 
 
Post-Graduate Research Fellows are based at the Foundation’s office in Vancouver and undertake a self-
directed research project. They produce a policy paper of 5,000-8,000 words on a topic either related to 
Asia, including policy implications for Canada, or to Canada-Asia relations.  
 
Papers produced by the Fellows are considered for publication as a 'Canada-Asia Commentary.' They are 
also engaged in the research, publications and events organized by the Foundation in Vancouver, and 
across the country. Applicants must be a Canadian citizen or landed immigrant and to be eligible must apply 
within 18 months of graduating from a masters or doctoral program. 
 
The application deadline is 15 February 2008. Full competition details, including application requirements 
are available on the APF Canada website at: www.asiapacificresearch.ca/grants/2008_09/index.cfm. For 
additional information, please contact Jessica Brunt at researchgrants@asiapacific.ca. 
 
 
Opportunity: Scholarships for international students in Taiwan   
The National Taiwan University is offering several scholarships available to international students. For more 
details, please visit www.oia.ntu.edu.tw/ and click on “International Students” then “Degree Student 
Admission." 
 
Scholarships on offer include:  
1. Taiwan Scholarship: From 1 February until the end of March every year, applicants can apply at the 
Taiwan Overseas Mission (TOM) in their home countries. The amount of the scholarship is NT$25,000 per 
month for undergraduate students, and NT$30,000 per month for graduate students. 
 
2. Democratic Pacific Union (DPU) Graduate Scholarship: Limited to the graduate students from the DPU 
member countries. Applicants should apply directly to the DPU. The amount of the scholarship is NT$30,000 
per month. DPU Website: www.dpu.org.tw/.  
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3. NTU International Graduate Student Scholarship: The amount of the scholarship is NT$20,000 per month 
for Master students, and NT$25,000 for doctoral students. New students can apply for it together with the 
degree application. No other application documents are needed.   
 
4. NTU International Graduate Students Support Funds (Tuition/ Sundry Expenses Waiver)  
 
For application qualifications or other questions, please contact intstudent@ntu.edu.tw. The application 
deadline is 14 March 2008.  
 
 
Opportunity: Visiting Researcher opportunity for Japanese culture scholars 
Kokugakuin University in Japan is inviting applications for their 2009-10 Visiting Researcher Program from 
scholars and researchers at universities and research institutions outside Japan who wish to undertake 
research in fields related to Japanese culture. The length of the program is for between six and 12 months 
between 1 April 2009 and 31 March 2010. For more details about qualifications, the stipend/expenses and 
the application procedure, contact Hideo Matsuno (hmatsuno@kokugakuin.ac.jp) or Akihiko Ishiyama 
(ishiyama@kokugakuin.ac.jp). 
 
 
Previously-posted Opportunities: 
 
* Harvard-Yenching Library travel grant program for Chinese, Japanese and Korea scholars (31 
December 2007) 
For more information: jkcheng@fas.harvard.edu
 
* Korea Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellowships, University of Illinois (4 January 2008)  
For more information: www.kf.or.kr:8080/eng/program/fellowship4.jsp or Anne Prescott at 
aprescot@uiuc.edu. 
 
* York International Internship Program 2008 (7 January 2008) 
For more information: www.yorku.ca/yorkint/internships/
 
* Post-Graduate Research Fellowships available from APFC (15 January 2008) 
For more information: www.asiapacificresearch.ca/grants/2007_08/index.cfm or 
researchgrants@asiapacific.ca 
 
* Language training program for Southeast Asian scholars (15 February 2007) 
For more information: www.seassi.wisc.edu or seassi@intl-institute.wisc.edu   
 
* Summer Internship Opportunity for graduate students (28 February 2008) 
For more information: www.researchimpact.ca or Krista Jensen (kejensen@yorku.ca   
  
 
 
Upcoming Event: Dalits, Buddhism, and Gender in India: The New Path -- first 
graduate student BrownBag presentation for Winter 2008 

Tuesday, 8 January 2008  *  11:30am to 1pm  *  270 York Lanes, Room B  *  York University 
 
Humanities doctoral student Carolyn Hibbs will present in YCAR's first BrownBag Graduate Student 
Seminar Series of the Winter term. Carolyn will speak on 'Dalits, Buddhism, and Gender in India: The New 
Path.' Her research is on women and religion in South Asia. Everyone is welcome to attend.  
 
For more information on the event, or if you are a graduate student who would like to present during the 
series, please contact Alicia at ycar@yorku.ca. 
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Upcoming Event: Mobilizing Knowledge for Community-Based Research Expo 
9 & 10 January 2008  *  Doctor's House, Kleinburg and Black Creek Pioneer Village, Toronto 

 
Researchers, professors and students are invited to the 2008 Knowledge Mobilization Expo: Mobilizing 
Knowledge for Community-Based Research on Jan. 9 at the Doctor's House in Kleinburg and Jan. 10 at the 
Black Creek Pioneer Village in Toronto.  
 
The Expo will celebrate the successes of KM partnerships made between York University and York Region 
to date while engaging KM stakeholders in planning future collaborations. We hope to create a space where 
community and academic stakeholders can meet and interact. There will be presentations by keynote 
speakers, concurrent workshops, follow-up breakout sessions to our KM in the AM events, a chance to meet 
the Summer 2007 York University KM Intern Students and opportunities for discussion and networking.  
 
Space is limited. Register early! Please complete the attached registration form and return to 
kmunit@yorku.ca before January 2, 2008. For more information about knowledge mobilization at York 
University, please visit www.researchimpact.ca or contact us at kmunit@yorku.ca. This event is organized 
by the Knowledge Mobilization (KM) Unit at York University, in partnership with the Human Services 
Planning Coalition of York Region. 
 
 
Upcoming Event: How to present a conference paper with Judy Hellman 

Thursday, 10 January 2008  *  2:30 to 4:30pm  *  305 York Lanes 
 
Professor Judy Hellman, a Professor of Political Science, Social and Political Thought, International 
Development Studies and Women's Studies at York will run a workshop for graduate students on how to 
present a conference paper. Don't miss this great opportunity to learn how to prepare an engaging 
presentation of your work. Light refreshments will be served and all are welcome. For more information, 
contact CERLAC at cerlac@yorku.ca, 416.736.2100 ext. 88705 or visit the event website: 
www.yorku.ca/cerlac/news_events.htm - conferencepaper
 
 
Call for Papers: Beyond Dichotomies: Alternative Voices and Histories in Post 
Colonial Viet Nam 
The Center for Southeast Asian Studies, in conjunction with the Walter Chapin Simpson Center for the 
Humanities at the University of Washington, Seattle (USA), invites academics, advanced graduate students, 
and independent scholars to submit paper proposals for this conference-workshop to be held on the Seattle 
campus of the University of Washington from Thursday, 15 May to Sunday, 18 May 2008. Prof. Ngo Vinh 
Long (University of Maine), eminent historian of Viet Nam, will give the keynote address. 
 
This May 2008 conference-workshop on post-colonial Viet Nam is the second in a three-part series, 
constituting a multi-year research initiative in Viet Nam Studies, "Alternative Voices and Histories in Viet 
Nam: Colonial Modernities and Post-colonial Narratives."   
 
The organizers are seeking papers that engage the broad themes of alternative voices and counter-
histories, from the Franco-Viet Minh war up to the early Doi Moi period, in all areas of Viet Nam.  
 
For more information or to submit your paper abstract, brief statement how the paper will engage the larger 
themes and concerns of the workshop, and short C.V., contact Christoph Giebel (giebel@u.washington.edu) 
or Judith Henchy (judithh@u.washington.edu). The deadline is Tuesday, 8 January 2008.  
 
 
Call for Papers: Southeast Asia Geography Association International Conference 
The Southeast Asian Geography Association (SEAGA) 2008 International Conference will be held in 
Quezon City, Philippines from 6-8 June 2008. The theme is 'Transformations and Embodiments in 
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Southeast Asian Geographies: Changing Environments, People and Cultural Groups, Institutions and 
Landscapes.'  
 
The Program Committee invites conference presentations from geographers from Southeast Asia and other 
parts of the world from the different fields in the social and natural sciences that are undertaking geographic 
studies and other researches that are related to the 2008 Conference theme. The Committee encourages 
creative and innovative paper presentations. The Committee particularly welcomes interdisciplinary or 
border-crossing proposals that enrich the various approaches in undertaking historical, chronological, 
geographic and other studies. Young scholars are especially encouraged to participate. 
 
Proposals should be submitted to the 2008 SEAGA Conference Secretariat via email 
(seagaphil2008@yahoo.com or seagasec@yahoo.com) by 14 January 2008 (for abstracts of organized 
panels) and by 21 January 2008 (for individual paper abstracts). A proposal must include a 150-word 
abstract of the panel/paper as well as the name, affiliation, and contact details of the proponent. Panels that 
will be organized by potential chairs will be given priority but individual paper proposals will also be given 
equal consideration.  
 
Topics for paper proposals/panels include the following: environment, gender and migration, hazards and 
mitigation, development and sustainability, culture and politics, geographic education and urban geography. 
Other relevant topics may be proposed. For more information, visit the Conference website: 
http://seaga2008.googlepages.com.     
 

 
Call for Papers: Foodscapes of Southeast Asia 
The York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR) and Founder’s College, York University, will host Foodscapes 
of Southeast Asia on Friday, February 29, 2008.  
 
This event will explore the relation between food consumption and food production in Southeast Asia. The 
afternoon consists of two panels of academic papers from different disciplinary perspectives with ample time 
for discussion. Attention will also be drawn to the multi-sensorial aspects of food. While the academic 
discourse on food is often text-based, knowledge about food is also coded in taste and vision; and our 
personal experiences with food reflect the integration of these different approaches to knowledge 
production.  
 
If you would like to present a paper, please send a title and short abstract to ycar@yorku.ca by 18 January 
2008. Works in progress by graduate students are particularly welcome.  
 
 

Call for Papers: "Talking Across Borders" Interdisciplinary Graduate Student 
Conference  
The organizing committee at the University of Washington is seeking submissions for an interdisciplinary 
graduate student conference the purpose of which is to challenge the divisions present within discipline of 
History and between History and other disciplines. This conference, to be held 4-6 April 2008 seeks to 
stimulate dialogue by bringing scholars from a wide variety of disciplines together to enrich each other's 
work with outside perspectives and methodologies. 
 
While papers that focus on crossing these inter- and intradisciplinary divides are ideal, the thematic and 
interdisciplinary structure of the conference itself will help to put the various papers in dialogue with each 
other. We therefore invite proposals on all historic topics, regions,  
and time periods from historians and non-historians.   
 
Possible topics of proposals may include but are not limited to: Religious Encounters and Exchanges; 
Imagined Communities, Imagined Borders; Defining Masculinity and Femininity; Systems of Power; The 
Performance of History; History as Literature/Literature as History; Borderlands and Cultural Contact; 
Gendered Space and Power; Social Networks and Nexuses; Interpreting Artistic Expression Historically. 
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Please submit an abstract of no more than 250 words and a title by 18 January 2008 to 
TalkingAcrossBorders@gmail.com. Papers selected for their exceptional merit and interest will be submitted 
to and published by Istoria, the Department of History's electronic journal. 
 
 

Call for Papers: 10th Annual Southeast Asian Studies Graduate Conference, Cornell 
University 
The Cornell Southeast Asia Program invites submissions for its 10th Annual Southeast Asian Studies 
Graduate Conference. This year this annual event will be held at the Kahin Center for Advanced Research 
on Southeast Asia at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York on March 14-16, 2008.  
 
Organizers welcome submissions from graduate students at any stage engaged in original research related 
to Southeast Asia. Graduate students working in the following disciplines as well as other related fields that 
contribute to the understanding of Southeast Asia are encouraged to apply: history, literature, art history, 
sociology, musicology, religion, anthropology, archeology, architectural history, gender studies, political 
science, economics, linguistics and literature.  
 
The keynote speaker will be Professor Thongchai Winichakul, the author of Siam Mapped: A History of the 
Geo-body of a Nation (1994). Papers related to Professor Winichakul’s interests are strongly encouraged. 
 
Please submit a one-page abstract and curriculum vitae to seapgradconference@gmail.com by 31 January 
2008. All abstracts should be limited to one page (using 1" margins on all sides, Times New Roman, and 
12pt font size), including examples and references, and submitted as attachments, in Word format only. The 
subject of the message should specify "Abstract", and the body should include the following information: 
author's name(s), affiliation and e-mail address; title of abstract; discipline(s).  
  
 

Call for Papers: ASPAC 2008 - Crossing Boundaries in the Asia-Pacific: Regional 
and Disciplinary Intersections 
Organizers of the 42nd Annual Conference of Asian Studies on the Pacific Coast are inviting abstract and 
panel submissions for "Crossing Boundaries in the Asia-Pacific: Regional and Disciplinary Intersections", 
hosted by the Centre for Asia-Pacific Initiatives, at the University of Victoria, in Victoria, British Columbia 
from June 13 to 15, 2008. 
 
We encourage all with an interest in Asia to attend and participate regardless of specialization or region. 
Paper and panel proposals involving every area of Asian studies are always welcome and encouraged. The 
deadline is 15 April 2008.  
 
Asian Studies on the Pacific Coast (ASPAC) is the Pacific Rim conference of the Association for Asian 
Studies. The region includes the states of Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, and Washington; the territorial 
possessions of the United States in the Pacific Ocean; Mexico; and the Canadian provinces of Alberta and 
British Columbia. Begun in the late 1960s and incorporated in 1992, ASPAC is nonpolitical, nonprofit and 
works completely through volunteer effort. For more information visit the conference website: 
http://capiconf.uvic.ca/index.php?cf=3 
 
 
Call for Papers: Third Singapore Graduate Forum on Southeast Asia 
The Asia Research Institute (ARI) of the National University of Singapore (NUS) invites applications from 
postgraduate students who are engaged in research on Southeast Asia to attend the Third Singapore 
Graduate Forum on Southeast Asia Studies on 24 – 25 July 2008. 
 
Postgraduate students working on Southeast Asia are invited to submit abstracts based either on work in 
progress that is at an advanced stage (i.e. already completed data collection and analysis), or on completed 
work. NUS students are encouraged to take advantage of this unprecedented opportunity to interact and 
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exchange ideas with students from ASEAN as well as those from other regions whose interests focus on 
Southeast Asia. This two-day workshop will be organized thematically. Themes will include (but are not 
limited to) issues in religion, politics, economy, gender, culture, migration, population and social change. 
 
Registration fees and Singapore expenses will be covered for those whose abstracts are accepted for 
presentation. If necessary, students may also apply for some funding to cover regional travel costs. 
 
Graduate students should submit a 400-word abstract of their proposed paper using the online form found at 
www.ari.nus.edu.sg/showfile.asp?eventfileid=363 to Valerie Yeo at valerie.yeo@nus.edu.sg no later than 16 
May 2008. Please include your name, institutional affiliation, e-mail address and other contact information. 
One confidential letter of recommendation from a supervisor should also be forwarded to this address by the 
same date. For more information, please contact the conveners at valerie.yeo@nus.edu.sg or visit the 
Conference website: www.ari.nus.edu.sg/events_categorydetails.asp?categoryid=6&eventid=747
  
 
Previously-posted Call for Papers: 
  
* Eighth Annual East Asian Studies Graduate Conference, U of T (21 December 2007) 
Submissions and questions can be sent to eas.conference.2008@gmail.com or by visiting the conference 
website, www.chass.utoronto.ca/easgsc. 
 
* Thirteenth Annual Conference of the Central & Inner Asia Seminar, U of T (21 December 2007) 
For submissions or more information: gillian.long@utoronto.ca or gervers@chass.utoronto.ca or 
www.utoronto.ca/cias 
 
* Globalization, Gender, and the Challenge of Transnational Feminisms, College of Saint Rose (29 
December 2007) 
For more information: williamb@strose.edu. 
 
* Contemporary Mongolia - Transitions, Development and Social Transformations, UBC (18 January 
2008) 
For submissions or more information: mongolia@dierkes.net   
 
* War, Virtual War and Human Security, Budapest, Hungary (18 January 2008)    
For more information: www.inter-disciplinary.net/ptb/wvw/wvw5/cfp.html  
 
* Ten Years After: Reformasi and New Social Movements in Indonesia, 1998-2008, University of 
California, Berkeley and Los Angeles (1 February 2008) 
For more information: http://ias.berkeley.edu/cseas or cseas@berkeley.edu. 
 
* Fourth Annual Loyola University Chicago History Graduate Student Conference (15 February 2008)  
For more information: www.luc.edu/orgs/hgsa/ or sress@luc.edu  
 
* The International Society for the Comparative Study of Civilizations (ISCSC) 47th ISCSC World 
Conference, University of New Brunswick (1 March 2008) 
For more information: www.ISCSC.net or ISCSCabstracts@yahoo.com or rduchesn@unbsj.ca  
 
  
 
 
 

York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR) To comment or for more information, contact ycar@yorku.ca   
Ste. 270 York Lanes, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3.  
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