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    York Centre for Asian Research Update  
 
In this Issue…                     Happy Holidays!  
        
YCAR News * Thank you Peter and welcome Susan 

  * Holiday wishes from CMTP and ABMP 

Opportunities * YCAR Awards available to graduate students 

Upcoming Events * Dalits, Buddhism, and Gender in India: The New Path (Jan. 8) 

 * Mobilizing Knowledge for Community-Based Research Expo (Jan. 9 & 10) 

  * How to present a conference paper with Judy Hellman (Jan. 10) 

  * YCAR members’ publications featured at dual book launch (Jan. 31) 
 Call for Papers * Transformations: Researching Asia  
  * The Koreas at 60 – Looking Forward/Looking Back 

  * The Media and Human Rights in Asia 

 * Still the Asian Century? 

 * Western Conference of the Association for Asian Studies 

  * Routes and Roots of Democracy in the Himalayas 
 
 
  
YCAR News: Thank you Peter and welcome Susan 
YCAR associates and staff would like to thank Director Peter 
Vandergeest for his time, dedication and energy over the past 
five and a half years. Peter became YCAR’s first director in 
2002. Before this date, the centre was called the Joint Centre 
for Asia Pacific Studies and in partnership with the University 
of Toronto. Peter will be handing over the directorship to Susan 
Henders on 1 January 2008. He will be taking a sabbatical but 
remain engaged in YCAR activities. 
 
Susan Henders is an Associate Professor in Political Science 
whose research interests include international and domestic 
politics of ethnic and religious identities, multinational states, and special status regions; the politics of 
international human rights; post-Westphalian politics, including the cross-border roles of non-state actors 
and non-central/federal governments. Her geographic specialties are Eastern Asia and Western Europe.  
 
Welcome Susan and we look forward to working with you. (Lt-Rt: Outgoing Director Peter Vandergeest, 
Senior Research Associate Judith Nagata and incoming Director Susan Henders). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1



Issue 104, December 20, 2007 

YCAR News: Holiday wishes from CMTP and ABMP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bernie Frolic (Asia Business and Management Programme), 
Máire O'Brien and Jingbo Zhang (China Management 
Training Program) would like to wish happy holidays to all of 
their colleagues, clients, associates and friends, and all the 
best in 2008. 
 

 
Opportunity: YCAR Awards available to graduate students 
YCAR would like to remind Graduate Associates about three awards available to help fund students' 
fieldwork and language study.   
 

The Albert CW Chan Foundation Fellowship was established by the Albert C.W. Chan Foundation in order 
to encourage and assist graduate students to carry out field research in East and/or Southeast Asia. One 
fellowship of $1,000 will be awarded. The application deadline is Thursday, 10 January 2008. 
 
The YCAR Language Award is open to graduate students enrolled at York and registered for the Graduate 
Diploma in Asian Studies (GDAS) administered by YCAR. It will provide up to two awards annually in an 
amount up to $1,500 each to reimburse costs directly related to language study. The application deadline is 
Thursday, 31 January 2008.  
 
The Vivienne Poy Asian Research Award will be awarded for the first time this year. It is open to York 
graduate students who are also graduate associates of YCAR. Priority will be given to students who apply to 
do research in fulfillment of the fieldwork requirement of the Graduate Diploma in Asian Studies (GDAS). 
The deadline is Thursday, 31 January 2008. 
 
For more information or to download application forms, please visit 
www.yorku.ca/ycar/Awards/YCAR_Awards.html or contact ycar@yorku.ca. 
 
 
Previously-posted Opportunities: 
  
* Korea Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellowships, University of Illinois (4 January 2008)  
For more information: www.kf.or.kr:8080/eng/program/fellowship4.jsp or Anne Prescott at 
aprescot@uiuc.edu. 
 
* York International Internship Program 2008 (7 January 2008) 
For more information: www.yorku.ca/yorkint/internships/
 
* Post-Graduate Research Fellowships available from APFC (15 January 2008) 
For more information: www.asiapacificresearch.ca/grants/2007_08/index.cfm or 
researchgrants@asiapacific.ca 
 
* Language training program for Southeast Asian scholars (15 February 2007) 
For more information: www.seassi.wisc.edu or seassi@intl-institute.wisc.edu   
 
* Post-graduate research fellowships for Masters and Doctoral students with the Asia Pacific Foundation of 
Canada (15 February 2007) 
For more information: researchgrants@asiapacific.ca or 
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www.asiapacificresearch.ca/grants/2008_09/index.cfm
 
* Summer Internship Opportunity for graduate students (28 February 2008) 
For more information: www.researchimpact.ca or Krista Jensen (kejensen@yorku.ca   
  
* Scholarships for international students in Taiwan (14 March 2008) 
For more information: www.dpu.org.tw/ or intstudent@ntu.edu.tw  
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Event: Dalits, Buddhism, and Gender in India: The New Path   

Tuesday, 8 January 2008  *  11:30am to 1pm  *  270 York Lanes, Room B  *  York University 
 
Humanities doctoral student Carolyn Hibbs will present in YCAR's first BrownBag Graduate Student 
Seminar Series of the Winter term. Carolyn will speak on 'Dalits, Buddhism, and Gender in India: The New 
Path.'  
 

In early post-Independence India in the 1950s, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar combined Western Marxism and 
feminism with Buddhism to employ the liberation theology implicit in Buddhism to respond to caste inequality 
in Hindu religious culture. This paper examines the persistence of gender inequality within this newest 
Buddhist tradition, Navayana Buddhism, and implicitly, how these gender roles limit women's ability to 
participate in spiritual development, despite Buddhism's advocation of gender equality on the path to 
enlightenment. Three integrated factors influence a maintenance of gender roles in Navayana Buddhism: 
the contributions of colonialism to Hinduism, the caste and gender hierarchy implicit in Hinduism, and the 
patriarchal culture of South Asia. These factors construct women on the basis of postcoloniality, caste, and 
race; political and domestic spaces; gendered iconography; and purity, pollution, and the body.   
 
For more information on the event, or if you are a graduate student who would like to present during the 
series, please contact Alicia at ycar@yorku.ca. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
 
Upcoming Event: Mobilizing Knowledge for Community-Based Research Expo 

9 & 10 January 2008  *  Doctor's House, Kleinburg and Black Creek Pioneer Village, Toronto 
 
Researchers, professors and students are invited to the 2008 Knowledge Mobilization Expo: Mobilizing 
Knowledge for Community-Based Research on Jan. 9 at the Doctor's House in Kleinburg and Jan. 10 at the 
Black Creek Pioneer Village in Toronto.  
 
The Expo will celebrate the successes of KM partnerships made between York University and York Region 
to date while engaging KM stakeholders in planning future collaborations. We hope to create a space where 
community and academic stakeholders can meet and interact. There will be presentations by keynote 
speakers, concurrent workshops, follow-up breakout sessions to our KM in the AM events, a chance to meet 
the Summer 2007 York University KM Intern Students and opportunities for discussion and networking.  
 
Space is limited. Register early! Please complete the attached registration form and return to 
kmunit@yorku.ca before January 2, 2008. For more information about knowledge mobilization at York 
University, please visit www.researchimpact.ca or contact us at kmunit@yorku.ca. This event is organized 
by the Knowledge Mobilization (KM) Unit at York University, in partnership with the Human Services 
Planning Coalition of York Region. 
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Upcoming Event: How to present a conference paper with Judy Hellman 
Thursday, 10 January 2008  *  2:30 to 4:30pm  *  305 York Lanes 

 
Professor Judy Hellman, a Professor of Political Science, Social and Political Thought, International 
Development Studies and Women's Studies at York will run a workshop for graduate students on how to 
present a conference paper. Don't miss this great opportunity to learn how to prepare an engaging 
presentation of your work. Light refreshments will be served and all are welcome. For more information, 
contact CERLAC at cerlac@yorku.ca, 416.736.2100 ext. 88705 or visit the event website: 
www.yorku.ca/cerlac/news_events.htm - conferencepaper
 
 
Upcoming Event: YCAR members’ publications featured at dual book launch 

Thursday, 31 January 2008  *  3 to 5pm  *  Founders College 
 
Please join YCAR and CERLAC on January 31 for the launch of two 
publications edited by York professors and graduate students. 
 
Development's Displacements: Economies, Ecologies and Cultures at Risk 
was released in July and is edited by outgoing YCAR Director Peter 
Vandergeest, Social Science Professor Pablo Idahosa and former York 
graduate student Pablo Bose, who is now doing postdoctoral studies at the 
University of Vermont.  
 

The second publication, Organizing the Transnational: Labour, Politics and Social Change, is edited by 
Associate Professor of Sociology Luin Goldring and Social and Political Thought doctoral student Sailaja 
Krishnamurti. Both books are published by UBC Press.  
 
For more information on the event, please contact YCAR at ycar@yorku.ca. 
 
 
 
Call for Papers: Transformations: Researching Asia   

What does it mean to “research Asia?" This is the theme of the first 
YCAR Graduate Student Conference, which will be held from 26 to 28 
September 2008. 
 
Asian Studies is a growing field within and, we hope, beyond Area 
Studies. Recent developments in Asian research reflect modern and 
contemporary events across a wide range of disciplines. As the body 
of research on Asia grows, questions concerning the production and 
mediation of “Asia” become more pressing. The critical and 
fundamental questions “What is Asia?” and “How to study Asia?” 
remain unresolved and contested. As a field, moreover, Asian Studies 
remains driven by disciplinary divides; interdisciplinary intersections 
remain disappointingly rare. 
 
With this conference, we seek to address the epistemology and 

methodology of researching Asia within and beyond the geographical and disciplinary constraints 
traditionally associated with Area Studies. We invite papers from graduate students engaged in 
interdisciplinary research in Asian Studies focusing on the modern and contemporary periods.  
 
Possible paper topics could address (but are not limited to) these sub-themes: Epistemology of Asian 
Studies; Methodology and Practices in Asian Studies; Orientalism and Re-Orientalism; Knowledge/Power; 
Time and Temporality; Modernity; North/South Divide; Globalization; Race and Ethnicity; Migration and 
Diaspora; Race, Gender, and Class; Positioning and Subjectivity; Body and Representation; Sexuality; 
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Media and Technology; Environmental Challenges; Art and Visual Culture; Music and Performing Arts 
 
Interested participants should submit a paper title, abstract (250 words maximum) and brief biographical 
information by 1 April 2008. Selected participants must submit completed papers by 1 August 2008. Please 
email submissions to the conference organizers at: transformationsasiaconference@gmail.com. More 
information about the conference can be found on the conference website: 
www.yorku.ca/ycar/Events/graduate_conference.html.  
 
 
Call for Papers: The Koreas at 60 – Looking Forward/Looking Back  
The next conference of the British Association of Korean Studies (BAKS) will take place from the 8 to 10 
September 2008. The venue will be Clare College, University of Cambridge, UK. The theme of the 
proceedings will be "The Koreas at 60 – Looking Forward/Looking Back." 
 
The BAKS council invites submissions of paper abstracts on the theme of the conference from individuals 
who wish to participate. (These can either be individual submissions or panel proposals, and submissions 
are especially welcome from graduate students.).The deadline for submission of abstracts is 31 December 
2007. Abstracts and requests for further information should be sent to the conference organizer: Dr John 
Swenson-Wright: jhs22@cam.ac.uk  
 
 

Call for Papers: The Media and Human Rights in Asia 
The Asian Studies Center at Michigan State University, in cooperation with MSU's Department of 
Journalism, is hosting a one day conference on "The Media and Human Rights in Asia" on 23 February 
2008. The evening before, organizers will feature a talk and film showing by Ellen Bruno, a filmmaker who 
has produced controversial films on human rights issues in Asia.  
 
Organizers are seeking paper proposals from graduate students, faculty and practicing  
journalists who deal with Asia and human rights issues. Please send all proposals to Marilyn McCullough by 
25 January 2008 to mccull67@msu.edu. In addition to an invited keynote speaker, they will feature panels 
for graduate students, faculty and, journalists. 
 
 
Call for Papers: Still the Asian Century? 
A conference jointly sponsored by the International Political Economy Research Group and the Asia 
Research Group, Department of Political Science and International Studies, University of Birmingham will 
host the conference from 10 to 12 September 2008. 
 
During the 1980s and 1990s it became commonplace to think that Asia was on its way to becoming the 
world's most dynamic and important region. In the intervening years Japan fell into an economic torpor it 
appeared incapable of escaping, while much of East Asia was gripped by a financial crisis in the late 1990s 
that seemed set to permanently deflate expectations about its future trajectory. Not only have the Asian 
economies generally bounced back and re-emerged as important drivers of global economic growth, but the 
region seems to have found a new exemplar of unparalleled developmental success: the scale and rapidity 
of "China's rise" has sparked precisely the same sorts of debates and commentary that earlier accompanied 
Japan's remarkable economic development. Once more we are being asked to believe that the twenty-first 
century will inevitably belong to "Asia", but this time with China as its driving force. The organizers invite 
individual paper and panel proposals that explore these issues in relation to the five core conference themes 
outlined below (250-word paper abstracts; up to four presenters per panel). 
 
Conference themes include: Asian regionalism; Asian security; Asian political economy; Asian political 
space; Asian futures. The deadline for submission of paper and panel proposals is 31 March 2008. The 
registration fee for academics is 50 pounds and students, 20 pounds. Proposals should be sent via e-mail 
to: D.Norman@Asiacentury.net. 
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Call for Papers: Western Conference of the Association for Asian Studies (WCAAS)  
The conference will be held at the University of Colorado at Boulder from 12 to 14 September 2008. Partial 
support will be available for graduate students traveling to the conference to present papers. Students 
should indicate graduate student status and whether or not you would like to be considered for an award 
when submitting your proposal.  
 
Panel or individual paper proposals can be sent, in PDF format, to the Program Committee, Center for Asian 
Studies at: CAS@Colorado.EDU. Proposals should be received by 1 May 2008. For additional information, 
please visit www.Colorado.EDU/CAS/WCAAS.html.  
 
 
Call for Papers: Routes and Roots of Democracy in the Himalayas 
The Himalayas are not merely the place where the earth meets the sky while giving birth to waterscapes that 
give life to the plains. Nor are they merely a spiritual abode of divinities and numerous pilgrimage places. 
They are the crossroads and the melting pot of Indo-Aryan and Tibeto-Burman ethnic groups, and the 
birthplace of numerous religions and cultures that will harvest rich ethnographies and yield theoretical 
insights. After all, these Himalayas are the source of our cultural roots and the historic trade route 
interlinking the Indic civilization with Central Asia, Tibet and China, and South-east Asia. Politically, the fault 
lines in the Himalayas have a deep impact on the entire South Asian region. Admittedly boundary conflicts 
have largely shaped a security perspective on this region. The marginality of the Himalayan region within 
South Asian studies is shifting and the region is gaining visibility in sociology, social anthropology, political 
science, history and development studies. The current efforts to promote peace on borders and to resume 
inland trade between nations of South Asia with South-east Asia are welcome development's engendering 
further socio-historical studies. 
 
Routes and Roots of Democracy in the Himalayas conference will be held at the University of Manchester 
from 8 to 11 July 2008. Abstracts of 250 words should be emailed as word attachments indicating clearly the 
title of the proposed paper, the name of author, institutional affiliation to the panel convener, Dr. Vibha Arora 
at both these email addresses: aurora@hss.iitd.ac.in and vibhaaurora@yahoo.com. For further details, 
please visit: www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/ecmsas/panels/
  
 
Previously-posted Call for Papers: 
  
* Beyond Dichotomies: Alternative Voices and Histories in Post Colonial Viet Nam, University of 
Washington, Seattle (8 January 2008) 
For more information: Christoph Giebel (giebel@u.washington.edu) or Judith Henchy 
(judithh@u.washington.edu).   
 
* Southeast Asia Geography Association International Conference, Quezon City, Philippines (14 January 
2008) 
For more information: seagaphil2008@yahoo.com or http://seaga2008.googlepages.com.     
 
* Contemporary Mongolia - Transitions, Development and Social Transformations, UBC (18 January 2008) 
For submissions or more information: mongolia@dierkes.net   
 
* Foodscapes of Southeast Asia, York University (18 January 2008) 
For more information: www.yorku.ca/ycar/Events/YCAR 
Events/Foodscapes_of_Southeast_Asia_29Feb2008.pdf or ycar@yorku.ca  
 
* Talking Across Borders Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Conference, University of Washington (18 
January 2008) 
For more information: TalkingAcrossBorders@gmail.com
 
* 10th Annual Southeast Asian Studies Graduate Conference, Cornell University (31 January 2008) 
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For more information: seapgradconference@gmail.com
 
* Ten Years After: Reformasi and New Social Movements in Indonesia, 1998-2008, University of California, 
Berkeley and Los Angeles (1 February 2008) 
For more information: http://ias.berkeley.edu/cseas or cseas@berkeley.edu. 
 
* Fourth Annual Loyola University Chicago History Graduate Student Conference (15 February 2008)  
For more information: www.luc.edu/orgs/hgsa/ or sress@luc.edu  
 
* The International Society for the Comparative Study of Civilizations (ISCSC) 47th ISCSC World 
Conference, University of New Brunswick (1 March 2008) 
For more information: www.ISCSC.net or ISCSCabstracts@yahoo.com or rduchesn@unbsj.ca  
 
*ASPAC 2008 - Crossing Boundaries in the Asia-Pacific: Regional and Disciplinary Intersections, Victoria 
BC (15 April 2008) 
For more information: http://capiconf.uvic.ca/index.php?cf=3 
 
* Third Singapore Graduate Forum on Southeast Asia, National University of Singapore (16 May 2007) 
For more information: valerie.yeo@nus.edu.sg or 
www.ari.nus.edu.sg/events_categorydetails.asp?categoryid=6&eventid=747
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR) To comment or for more information, contact ycar@yorku.ca   
Ste. 270 York Lanes, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3.  
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