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In this Issue…          
        
YCAR News * China's Millions reviewed in The London Times 

  * YCAR Awards available to graduate students 

York News * Redesigned South Asian Studies website 

Opportunities * New publication, Journal of Japanese and Korean Cinema, seeks prospective 
authors 

Upcoming Events * Democracy, Violence and the State in South Asia (Nov. 22) 

  * Spinning Wheel Film Festival (Nov. 23-25) 

  * Democratic Disruptions in India film festival (Nov 23 & 30, Dec. 7) 
* International Internship Panel (Nov. 22) 

  * Geographical wage differences for agricultural labourers: Does culture matter? 
with Dr Mohanakumar S. (Nov. 26) 

 * Opportunity to hear testimonies of WWII Comfort Women (Nov. 26) 

 * Adolescent Romantic Relationships in China and Canada: A Cross-Cultural 
Analysis (Nov. 29) 

 * Back to the Future? Bush, Clinton, and American Policy toward North Korea 
(Nov. 29) 

 * Fieldwork in the Global South: Methods, Ethics and Activism (Nov. 30) 

Call for Papers * Thirteenth Annual Conference of the Central & Inner Asia Seminar (Dec. 21) 

  * Contemporary Mongolia - Transitions, Development and Social 
Transformations (Jan. 18) 

 
 
 
  

YCAR News: China's Millions reviewed in The London Times  
Congratulations to Alvyn Austin, a friend of YCAR, whose latest book was recently 
reviewed in the literary supplement of The London Times.  
 
"Show of heads" by Simon Scott Plummer is a positive review of China's Millions: The 
China Inland Mission and late Qing Society 1832-1905. Austin is credited by Plummer 
for expanding beyond what could have been a simple biography of James Hudson 
Taylor (founder of the China Inland Mission) to look at "the protestant renewal 
movements in Britain and North America, at the men and women who made up the CIM 
... and the society within which they worked."  

 
Dr Austin is also a member of the Canadian Missionaries in Asia research cluster. For a copy of the review, 
please email ycar@yorku.ca. 
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YCAR News: YCAR Awards available to graduate students 
YCAR would like to remind Graduate Associates about three awards available to help fund students' 
fieldwork and language study. 
 
This academic year, YCAR is offering four awards, three of which have deadlines in January. The David 
Wurfel Award was given out earlier this month.  
 
The Albert CW Chan Foundation Fellowship was established by the Albert C. Chan Foundation in order to 
encourage and assist graduate students to carry out field research in East and/or Southeast Asia. One 
fellowship of $1,000 will be awarded. The application deadline is Thursday, 10 January 2008. 
 
The YCAR Language Award is open to graduate students enrolled at York and registered for the Graduate 
Diploma in Asian Studies (GDAS) administered by YCAR. It will provide up to two awards annually in an 
amount up to $1,500 each to reimburse costs directly related to language study. The application deadline is 
Thursday, 31 January 2008.  
 
The Vivienne Poy Asian Research Award will be awarded for the first time this year. It is open to York 
graduate students who are also graduate associates of YCAR. Priority will be given to students who apply to 
do research in fulfillment of the fieldwork requirement of the Graduate Diploma in Asian Studies (GDAS). 
The deadline is Thursday, 31 January 2008. 
 
For more information or to download application forms, please visit 
www.yorku.ca/ycar/Awards/YCAR_Awards.html or contact ycar@yorku.ca.  
 
 
 
York News: Redesigned South Asian Studies 
website 
The South Asian Studies department at York has improved 
their website, hoping to help students enhance their 
knowledge of South Asia. The site, 
www.arts.yorku.ca/sosc/sasia/ now includes several pages 
of live new feeds on important issues in the region, including 
the Nandigram issue and the emergency in Pakistan. 
 
  
 

 
Opportunity: New publication, Journal of Japanese and Korean Cinema, seeks 
prospective authors 
The Journal of Japanese and Korean Cinema, a fully refereed forum for the dissemination of scholarly work 
devoted to the cinemas of Japan and Korea and the interactions and relations between them, seeks essays 
for its inaugural issue devoted to Japanese-Korea cinematic connections. 
 
Possible topics for this first issue include, but are not limited to: remakes across national borders; co-
productions; censorship and regulation of Japanese films in Korea; Representations of Koreans in Japanese 
film/Japanese in Korean Film; Reception; Casting/stars; Korean cinema under colonialism; manga 
adaptations across national borders; Japanese influence on Korean cinema/Korean on Japanese cinema 
 
Articles should be submitted as an email attachment in word format. Essays should be 6,000-8,000 words. 
Please include abstract of 150-200 words. For full submission details, please contact editors David Desser 
and Frances Gateward, University of Illinois at jjkc@live.com. 
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Previously-posted Opportunities: 
 

* Early Researcher Award aims to help new Ontario researchers build research teams (30 November) 
For more information: www.mri.gov.on.ca/english/programs/era/program.asp.   
 
* Second Graduate Students' Exchange Program Competition (17 December 2007) 
For more information: www.scholarships.gc.ca/GSEP-en.html or by contacting jpalka@cbie.ca.   
 
* 2008 SSHRC Major Collaborative Research Initiative (MCRI) competition (19 December 2007 
(internal); 31 January 2008) 
For more information: www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/web/apply/program_descriptions/mcri_e.asp or 
sarahw@yorku.ca  
 
* Barwis-Holliday Award for Far Eastern Studies (31 December 2007) 
For more information: cdb@royalasiaticsociety.org
 
* Fellowship in Crossroads of Globalization: 'Hot Spots' in the Early Modern World at Ohio State 
University (15 January 2008) 
For more information: http://chr.osu.edu/
 
* Post-Graduate Research Fellowships available from APFC (15 January 2008) 
For more information: www.asiapacificresearch.ca/grants/2007_08/index.cfm or 
researchgrants@asiapacific.ca 
 
* Awards offered for study, research in Korea (28 January 2008) 
For more information: fundingopps.cos.com/cgi-bin/getRec?id=54805 or scholarships-bourses@cbie.ca.  
 
* York-Massey Fellowship opportunity for faculty on sabbatical during 2008-09 (28 February 2008) 
For more information: Mala Thakoor, Office of Research Services, 214 York Lanes (mthakoor@yorku.ca). 
 
* Third Kangaku Summer Course in Venice, Italy (15 March 2008) 
For more information, contact Professor Aldo Tollini (tollini@unive.it) 
 
  
 

Upcoming Event: Democracy, Violence and the State in South Asia 
Thursday, Nov. 22  *  4 pm  *  390 York Lanes 

 
The South Asian Research Group will present a panel on 'Democracy, Violence and the State in South Asia' 
on November 22. In light of recent political turbulence across South Asia, this panel is an attempt to bring 
together all those concerned with fundamental issues of democracy and human development. 
 
Themes for discussion and debate include: anti-imperial struggles and foreign interventions; NGOs and 
political parties; religious fundamentalism and secularism; market autocracy and peoples' democracy; and 
resistance and state-sponsored violence. For more information, contact SARG at nishantu@yorku.ca. 
 

 
Upcoming Event: International Internship Panel 

Thursday, 22 November  *  6 pm  *  Junior Common Room  *  Founders College 
 
Join former participants of York International's Internship Program as they share their experiences of 
working abroad, the good and the bad parts, and also how you can apply for next year's summer 
internships. Light refreshments will be served. Listings are already up at York Internationals homepage at 
http://international.yorku.ca/internships/index.htm  
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Upcoming Event: Spinning Wheel Film Festival 
Nov. 23 to 25, 2007 * Isabel Bader Theatre  *  93 Charles St. West  *  Toronto 

 
The Spinning Wheel Film Festival has cultivated an event that represents the diverse talent within the Sikh 
community through music, photography and film. In its fifth year, 25 films are being showcased, including 'A 
Dream in Doubt' (Tami Yeager), 'From Behind the Barracade' (Tapan Kumar Bose) and 'One Light' (Angad 
Singh).  
 
The three-day festival pass for adults is $125 and $100 for students and 
seniors. 
 
This year, the festival is proud to showcase “A Century of Sikh Photographs 
(1847-1947),” an exhibition that visually narrates the life and times of the Panth 
from the Sikh Raj to the Sikh Diaspora. The festival will also celebrate South 
Asian culture through classical and folk musical pieces inspired by the Sikh 
Gurus and literary works. The Spinning Wheel Film Festival also presents a 
dialogue piece on preserving Sikh heritage and a discussion panel on 
documentary films. 
 
For more information, including film details or to order festival passes, telephone 416-879-SPIN (7746) or 
visit www.swfftoronto.com/   
  
 
Upcoming Event: Democratic Disruptions film festival 
23 & 30 November, and 7 December  *  5 to 7pm; Faculty of Law, University of Toronto  *  78 Queen's Park 

Crescent W. 
 
Democratic Disruptions is a documentary film festival on stories of struggle and triumph from India. These 
are internationally acclaimed award winning independent documentaries from India. Some have been 
denied public screening in India by the state. All films will be followed by a discussion and popcorn will be 
served. Screenings are presented by the Graduate Law Students Association Faculty of Law, University of 
Toronto.  
  
The schedule is as follows:  
November 23: Sexuality 
• Many People, Many Desires (Dir. T. Jayashree) 
• Tales of the Night Fairies (Dir. Shohini Ghosh) 
 
November 30: Communalism 
• Trial by Fire (Dir. Anand Patwardhan) 
• Pride and Genocide (Dir. Rakesh Sharma) 
 
December 7: Development and State Repression 
• A Narmada Diary (Dir. Anand Patwardhan and Simantini Dhuru) 
• Tales from the Margins (Dir. Kavita Joshi) 
 
 
Upcoming Event: Geographical wage differences for agricultural labourers: Does 
culture matter? with Dr Mohanakumar S. 

Monday, November 26  *  2:30 pm  *  270 York Lanes, Room B  *  York University 
 
The York Graduate Program in Geography and YCAR hope you will join us on Monday, November 26 for a 
seminar by Visiting Scholar Dr Mohanakumar S. At York for his post-doctoral program, Mohanakumar will 
present on 'Geographical wage differences for Agricultural Labourers: Does culture matter?' 
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From Kerala, India, Mohanakumar is a social scientist at the Economic Research Division of Rubber 
Research Institute of India, one of the premier agricultural research institutes in the country. He holds a PhD 
in Economics and specializes in the political economy of agricultural development and labour. For the last 
few years, he has been researching the impact of neo-liberalism in third world economies with special 
reference to India. 
 
For more information, please contact YCAR at ycar@yorku.ca  
 
 
Upcoming Event: Opportunity to hear testimonies of WWII Comfort Women  
Monday, November 26  *  2 to 5:30 pm  *  Room 3154 Medical Sciences Building, 1 King's College Circle  *  

University of Toronto 
 
The Association for Learning and Preserving the History of WWII in Asia (ALPHA), Toronto Chapter, is 
holding an educator and student session of the 'Comfort women' visit to Toronto. The group is offering this 
rare opportunity to hear the testimonies of these survivors of the sex-slavery system used by the Japanese 
Imperial Army during WWII. There are an estimated 200,000 women of various ethnic backgrounds 
including Chinese, Korean, Filipino, Indonesian, Taiwanese and Dutch who were abused in hundreds of 
military brothels. 
 
For more information or to register, please contact Jeffrey Lam at jeffrey.lam@torontoalpha.org or 416 347 
2282 or Gordon Lam at gordon.lam@torontoalpha.org   
 

 
Upcoming Event: Adolescent Romantic Relationships in China and Canada: A 
Cross-cultural Analysis  

Thursday, 29 November  *  2:30 to 4:30 pm  *  280 York Lanes  *  York University 
 
The LaMarsh research centre is presenting a talk on 'Adolescent Romantic Relationships in China and 
Canada: A Cross-Cultural Analysis.' The speakers are Kathy Li (visiting scholar from China) and Dr. Jennifer 
Connolly (Director of LaMarsh). If you are interested in attending, please email lamarsh@yorku.ca
 
 
Upcoming Event: Back to the Future? Bush, Clinton, and American Policy toward 
North Korea 

Thursday, Nov. 29, 2007  *  12 to 2 pm  *  Room 14087, Robarts Library, 130 St. George Street 
 
Bruce Cumings (History, University of Chicago) will be speaking at Robarts Library on Bush, Clinton, and 
American Policy toward North Korea.  
 
The continuing activities of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea in North East Asia have presented 
successive American Administrations with an extremely complex problem that has had many repercussions. 
In addition, the issue has complicated US relations with South Korea, Japan and China, driving wedges 
between linkages of long standing. The acquisition of nuclear devices and missiles by the DPRK has 
exacerbated American policies towards the DPRK, a small, poverty-stricken nation of 22 million people.  
 
Prof. Cumings is an expert on North Korea and is the author of a number of publications on the subject, 
including the two-volume publication The Origin of the Korean War. 
 
A light lunch will be provided for those who register in advance. To register online, please visit 
http://webapp.mcis.utoronto.ca/EventDetails.aspx?eventid=5431  
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Upcoming Event: Fieldwork in the Global South: Methods, Ethics and Activism  
Fri. Nov. 30  *  10am to 4 pm  *  305 Founders College  *  York University 

 
The University Consortium on the Global South (UCGS) invites all those interested to participate in a full-day 
seminar on the varied realities and challenges faced by researchers working in the Global South. This 
seminar will seek to provide faculty, students, NGOs, researchers and activists a space within which to 
discuss the adequacy and relevance of prevailing methodological approaches and ethical guidelines for 
research in the Global South. 
 
The seminar will also will provide participants with an opportunity to share fieldwork experiences and 
practices, as well as advance proposals for improvements in the ways practitioners and their institutional 
affiliates and partners approach the dilemmas of fieldwork-related issues and the broader engagements with 
researchers and peoples in the Global South. 
 
We particularly encourage all those who have conducted, are conducting, or plan to conduct research in the 
Global South (including Global South populations in Canada) to attend and participate in this unique space 
for critical reflection and the sharing of experiences and ideas. For more information or to receive a copy of 
the programme, please contact Tim Clark (tdclark@yorku.ca).  
 
 
 
Call for Papers: Thirteenth Annual Conference of the Central & Inner Asia Seminar  
The theme of this year's gathering is "The Material Culture, Language and Religion of Central and Inner 
Asia." The event will be held at the University of Toronto in the Croft Chapter House on Friday and Saturday, 
16-17 May 2008. 
 
Scholars from any relevant discipline are invited to submit proposals for papers. The time allowance for any 
presentation is 20 minutes. Please include the title, a one-page summary and a short copy of your 
curriculum vitae and send them by to gillian.long@utoronto.ca or to Professor Michael Gervers at 
gervers@chass.utoronto.ca.  
 
The deadline for submissions is 21 December 2007 and those selected will be notified by email as soon as 
possible thereafter. For further information, please visit www.utoronto.ca/cias   
 
  

Call for Papers: Contemporary Mongolia - Transitions, Development and Social 
Transformations 
In the year of the 35th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Canada and Mongolia, a major 
conference is being organized under the auspices of the Program on Inner Asia at the Institute of Asian 
Research of the University of British Columbia. It will run from 15 to 17 November 2008 in Vancouver, BC. 
 
Since the 1990 political revolution, Mongolia has emerged as one of the most stable democracies in the 
post-socialist world. Exploration of mineral resources seems to offer the promise of economic development. 
Mongolia has forged new international alliances with "third neighbours" At the same time, development 
remains hampered by corruption, a lack of infrastructure, and the turbulence associated with the transition to 
a market-economy. 
 
Spread over two days, academic discussions will focus on developments in Mongolia in the areas of 
research on agricultural economics/pastoralism; ecosystems; education; health; mining and economic 
development; politics and international relations; religion; transition studies. The third day of the conference 
will be devoted to roundtable-discussions of an outlook for contemporary Mongolia.  
 
Interested scholars should email their presentation proposals of no more than 250 words in English to 
mongolia@dierkes.net by 18 January 2008. The proposal should be accompanied by a curriculum vitae or a 
brief biographical note. URLs for on-line CVs may also be substituted for this. 
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The proposal should identify which of the eight broad areas of research identified above the proposal would 
fall under. Proposed presentations should be based on empirical research focused on contemporary 
Mongolia in all disciplines of the social sciences, broadly conceived. The presentations should engage with 
the scholarly literature in a given field.  
 
Proposals from junior scholars (including advanced PhD candidates) and from Mongolian scholars would be 
especially welcome. Presentations on comparative research (including research on the Inner Mongolian 
Autonomous Region of the People's Republic of China) are very welcome, although the presentation itself 
should focus on Mongolia.  
 
Proposals that are accepted will lead to an invitation to the speaker to participate, including funding for 
transport to and accommodations in Vancouver. Speakers would be expected to circulate a paper ahead of 
the conference. For more information, please contact Dr. Julian Dierkes, Coordinator, Program on Inner 
Asia, Institute of Asian Research, UBC at mongolia@dierkes.net.  
 
 
Previously-posted Call for Papers: 
 

* Between State and Society: Local-Level Politics in Southeast Asia PhD workshop, Roskilde 
University in Denmark (1 December) 
For more information: pvander@yorku.ca or inge@ruc.dk or Nov. 2 issue of YCAR Update
 
* The Global South and Internationalization, York University (3 December 2007) 
For more information: cirving@yorku.ca or Nov. 2 issue of YCAR Update
  
* Eighth Annual East Asian Studies Graduate Conference at the University of Toronto (21 December 
2007) 
Submissions and questions can be sent to eas.conference.2008@gmail.com or by visiting the conference 
website, www.chass.utoronto.ca/easgsc. 
 
* South East Asia Geography Association International Conference (21 January 2008) 
 For more information, visit http://seaga2008.googlepages.com
 
* The International Society for the Comparative Study of Civilizations (ISCSC) 47th ISCSC World 
Conference, University of New Brunswick (1 March 2008) 
For more information: www.ISCSC.net or ISCSCabstracts@yahoo.com or rduchesn@unbsj.ca  
 
* Traveling People, Traveling Texts: Mobilizing Asian Literature and Film in a Comparative and 
Global Context, Long Beach, California 
For more information: www.acla.org/acla2008/?page_id=5>http://www.acla.org/acla2008/?page_id=5  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
York Centre for Asian Research (YCAR) To comment or for more information, contact ycar@yorku.ca   

Ste. 270 York Lanes, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3.  

 7

mailto:mongolia@dierkes.net
mailto:pvander@yorku.ca
mailto:inge@ruc.dk
mailto:cirving@yorku.ca
mailto:eas.conference.2008@gmail.com
http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/easgsc
http://seaga2008.googlepages.com/
http://www.iscsc.net/
mailto:ISCSCabstracts@yahoo.com
mailto:rduchesn@unbsj.ca
http://www.acla.org/acla2008/?page_id=5>http://www.acla.org/acla2008/?page_id=5
mailto:ycar@yorku.ca

	* Early Researcher Award aims to help new Ontario researcher
	* Barwis-Holliday Award for Far Eastern Studies (31 December
	* Awards offered for study, research in Korea (28 January 20
	Thursday, 22 November  *  6 pm  *  Junior Common Room  *  Fo

	November 23: Sexuality
	November 30: Communalism
	December 7: Development and State Repression
	Monday, November 26  *  2:30 pm  *  270 York Lanes, Room B  
	Fri. Nov. 30  *  10am to 4 pm  *  305 Founders College  *  Y



